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AIM(S) 
 
· To introduce students to various themes in archaeology from earliest human occupation to the modern period and to basic archaeological terms, concepts and techniques and to present the sequence of the archaeological record, and how this is dated.
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES
 
Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:
· demonstrate an understanding of the surviving material culture, dating and sequencing techniques and knowledge of various sites from prehistory to the modern period;

· demonstrate knowledge of how archaeologists have interpreted the archaeological record;

· link their knowledge of local archaeological sites and material culture to a wider framework of understanding.
 
INDICATIVE CONTENT
 
· This module will provide an introductory outline to archaeology, with particular reference to the archaeology of Britain, from the earliest evidence for human occupation to the modern period.
· The module will introduce methodologies archaeologists use to find, record, analyse and date sites. 
· Key themes covered in the module include the prehistoric occupation of Britain (Palaeolithic, humans in the Ice Age, upper Palaeolithic caves and art, Mesolithic adaptation to climate change, the Neolithic, ritual landscapes, hillforts and power).
· Themes within historic Archaeology include Roman Britain, early Middle Ages, the emergence of early states, the medieval landscape, modernity, industrial heritage of Britain 1600-1900; and Britain’s modern heritage.
· Case studies include nautical archaeology, forensic archaeology, environmental archaeology.
 
Study Time Allocation
The study time for the module is divided as follows:
	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	36
	18%

	Independent learning
	164
	82%

	Placement learning
	 
	 

	TOTAL
	200
	100%


ASSESSMENT 

Assessment Component 1 

	☐
	Written exam
	☒
	Coursework
	☐
	Practical


 
	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Essay 
	2,000 words 
	50%


 
Assessment Component 2 

	☐
	Written exam
	☒
	Coursework
	☐
	Practical


 
	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Essay 
	2,000 words 
	50%


 
Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	 

	Coursework
	100%

	Practical
	 

	TOTAL
	100%


 
INDICATIVE READING LIST

	Module Code
	HPAR4002

	Module Title
	Introduction to Archaeology

	Classification
	Reading List Entry
	Electronic*

	Essential
	Hunter, J. & Ralston, I. (eds) 2002 The Archaeology of Britain: An introduction from the Upper Palaeolithic to the Industrial Revolution. London: Routledge.
	☒

	Essential
	Scarre, C. 2018 The Human Past: World prehistory & the development of human societies. London: Thames & Hudson.
	☒


	Essential
	Renfrew, C., & Bahn, P. G. 2020 Archaeology: Theories, methods, and practice. New York: Thames and Hudson.
	☒


	Further
	Bintliff, J. L. 2004 A Companion to Archaeology. Malden MA: Blackwell
	☒

	Further
	Bradley, R. 2013 An Archaeology of Natural Places. London: Routledge.
	☐

	Further
	Bahn, P. G. & Renfrew, C. 2005 Archaeology: the key concepts. London: Routledge.
	☒

	Further
	Hodder, I., & Hutson, S. 2003 Reading the Past: Current approaches to interpretation in archaeology. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
	☒

	Further
	Holtorf, C. 2007 Archaeology is a Brand!: The meaning of archaeology in contemporary popular culture. Oxford: Archaeopress.
	☒

	Further
	Garrow, D. and Yarrow, T. 2010 Archaeology and anthropology. Oxford: Oxbow Books.
	☒

	Further
	McGuire, R. H. 2008 Archaeology as Political Action. Berkeley: University of California Press.
	☒



