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Increase Knowledge
Increase confidence in the profession
To get a job when I finish

Improving on something I have previously found difficult
Enjoy the course

Aim High

Completing the course 

                           Success  Increased Confidence with Positive Teaching Experience (PTE)
Always give 100%
Positive Mental Attitude (PMA)
Skill Audit
Gain Confidence 
Learn something
Experience in the schools
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Success to me
To me success is feeling positive and having a positive mental attitude towards the work and towards yourself. Success to me is to gain a 1st degree to become a teacher, I will do this by staying motivated, always giving 100%, focused on the task at hand and by staying on top of all my assignments. Success is also to improve on things I once found difficult which will allow me to become a better and a successful teacher. Success also means to me to get a job once I complete the degree and to find a school that I love working in. It also means to me to enjoy my time on the course and gain many experiences that I can take into the classroom with me. Success is also about gaining confidence with each PTE (Positive Teaching Experience). It is also about increasing knowledge on Primary Education and increasing my confidence in the profession. To me success is also about aiming high in the course and learning something new which will help me succeed in my future career as a Primary school teacher. 

Portfolio Task 2 
Critical thinking is all to do with the wide ranges of skills and attitudes. Cottrell (2005) tells us that “critical thinking is a complex process of deliberation which involves a wide range of skills and attitudes”. It was found that in critical thinking there were different abilities that were there to be focused on. Scepticism is one of these and with scepticism in critical thinking there are ways to constructively see what went wrong and then you can analyse the situation on whether it is true, effective or productive. The booklet critical thinking is broken up in many ways. One of sections in the booklet is Cottrell (2005) “why we develop critical thinking skills?”. Critical thinking is in everyday life, the skill that we have learnt from critical thinking now help us in the way we do things and how we work. It has allowed us to be more accurate and has made be able to focus more. Critical thinking also develops ancillary skills such as Cottrell (2005) “observation, reasoning, decision making, analysis, judgement and persuasion”. Another section of the booklet tells us about the Cottrell (2005) “Barriers to critical thinking”. Critical thinking can become hard to grasp for some people, but there are ways to overcome it and to be able to understand. Critical thinking can come across as being a negative thing if people do not understand the meaning on ‘Critical thinking’. Critical is normally a negative word but in this case critical means looking for the positives as well as the negatives to help see where in your work you have gone wrong and are able to change it to make it better. Another barrier for people is over-estimating what we can do. We believe on most occasions that our way of doing things is the best way to do it, so that is why we do it. If you win an argument, this does not mean your good at arguing it just means that the person your arguing against did not see that the argument might be poor, or they did not want any conflict, so they did not argue back. This puts us in the headspace of that you are good at winning arguments but, the other person might not have wanted any conflict. Another barrier can be Cottrell (2005) “Mistaking information for understanding”. Mistaking information happens a lot, this happens in teaching as the teacher can set work for the students to do, but students like to know the right answers and prefer information and the answers rather than self-learning. As students like to make sure they are right so they can succeed. Another section in the booklet is the skills audit and questionnaires, this can help find out where people are struggling and where they need to work on to better their understanding of Critical thinking. Looking back after filling out the sheets you can see what you need to improve and develop a better understand of Critical thinking. 



Portfolio Task 3



Reference List 
· Cottrell (2005) Critical thinking skills Available at: https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/pluginfile.php/306987/mod_resource/content/1/%5BStella_Cottrell%5D_Critical_Thinking_Skills_Develo%28BookFiorg%29.pdf (Accessed: 5th November 2019)
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