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[bookmark: _Toc57998644]1. Introduction
In this age of technology a gradual shift in the tendencies towards using technology for all aspects of life. Online classes are however not a novel aspect as such, since it is very much practiced as a non-conventional mode of education by several agencies. However, in recent times an upsurge in the virtual learning environment has been witnessed during the current period of the pandemic when it has replaced physical learning environment as an emergency crisis management tactic, mainly because of the lockdown imposed to combat the covid crisis online classes have been the most feasible, safe and practical option to ensure the continuity of the academic prospects of students (Rusu and Tudose 2018). This has inspired me to research to find out the impact of Virtual Learning Environment on Student's Learning Experience. The following sections shall be dealing with this particular research question and shall be ascertained whether the virtual learning environment is having a positive impact or negative impact on the learning experience of students. 
[bookmark: _Toc57998645]2. Research Findings
[bookmark: _Toc57998646]2.1. Literature Review 
In this particular part of the research project the focus shall be upon providing an account of the Impact of Virtual Learning Environment on Student's Learning Experience, the inferences shall be based upon an analysis of the existing literature. The discussion shall be based upon providing a balanced analysis focusing upon both the positive and the negative analysis of the impact. 
A virtual learning environment implies a simulated construct that resembles and imitates a classroom setting without it being a classroom.  In a generic classroom setting, there are provisions for both the teacher and the students to come across each other physically and fulfill the task of imparting and receiving education. While in a virtual learning environment, the process of learning and imparting learning happens, but without a classroom set up, with the help of video conferencing, audiobooks, and other ways which are supported by technology that connects people who are physically apart by using computing devices. This is the most general understanding of a virtual learning environment (Menéndez 2020).
[bookmark: _Toc57998647]2.1.1. Positive Impacts 
The first and foremost positive impact of a virtual learning environment has been witnessed during the current period of the pandemic when it has replaced a physical learning environment as an emergency crisis management tactic. Due to the lockdown imposed to combat the covid crisis online classes have been the most feasible, safe, and practical option to ensure the continuity of the academic prospects of students (Menéndez 2020).
Secondly, the students are being impacted positively as it is offering the opportunity for students to get a more personalized interaction with the concerned teacher, which is mostly not possible in a classroom environment. Hence students can find it safer to express themselves freely in a virtual classroom environment than they could have managed to do in an actual classroom. Some features permit the students to see their teacher but it is possible for the teacher to personally engage with the students without actually outing them in front of other students. This is particularly beneficial for students who lack confidence and thus virtual learning environment can help them to be more confident and safe for them (Rusu and Tudose 2018).
It must also be said that bullying is one of the main reasons why students tend to drop out of schools and colleges and thus a virtual learning environment can impact learning by giving students a sense of confidence that they shall not be tormented by their classmates and the comforts of the home enable them to be more relaxed. These things particularly impact the capacity of the students to be more relaxed in a virtual classroom environment and it directly benefits the education seeking prospects of the students (Dumford and Miller 2018).
[bookmark: _Toc57998648]2.1.2. Negative Impacts 
Alongside having several positive impacts, the virtual learning environment also has certain negative impacts upon the learning of the students and that is because it creates conditions of boredom and also causes stress to the students. This affects the learning abilities of the students negatively. Long hours before the screen without the warmth of the human touch and connection does make not just the students but even the teachers to wear out. This capacity to harm the capacity to impart education on part of the teacher and also receive education on part of the students getting jeopardized tends to the learning career of the students on an overall basis (Dumford and Miller 2018).
[bookmark: _Toc57998649]2.2 Findings of the independent research conducted
The independent research conducted had been surveying research involving 8 persons who have been sourced from amongst the batchmates itself through simple random sampling and snowball sampling technique. The interviewees were sent a set of 10 questions via google doc forms. The questions were as follows, and the results shall of the questions be provided accordingly.
1. Do you think that the online course is meeting your expectations?

50% of the respondents felt that it was meeting their expectations and the rest 50% didn't feel the same. 
2. What was the length of online classes?

75% of the respondents have attended semester-long online classes and 25% of the respondents have attended for a year. 
3. How does virtual class differ from face-to-face class?

50% of the respondents felt that virtual class differs from face-to-face class and the rest 50% didn't feel the same. 

4. Do you email your teacher regularly? 

63% of the respondents do not do so regularly, and 37% of the respondents do it regularly.
5. What was the primary method of teaching, used in the class?

12.5% of the respondents have had lectures, 25% of the respondents each have had a class discussion and group work respectively and 37.5% of the respondents have had all three versions of the primary teaching method. 
6. How much time do you spend in the online class?

75% of the respondents spend 8 hours in online classes and 25% of the respondents spend 9 hours.
7. Do you have speedy internet access at home?

75% of the respondents have speedy internet access in-home and 25% of the respondents do not. 


8. Do you find any technical difficulties during the class? 

62.5% of the respondents have faced some form of technical difficulty during the class and 37.5% of the respondents didn't face it at all. 
9. If yes, then what kind of technical difficulty you are facing?

25% of the respondents under each of the categories have faced each of the following technical difficulties, problems with the application or the software, communication problem, poor or hazy vision, and all of the abovementioned difficulties.
10. Do you interact with your classmates regularly? 

50% of the respondents interacted with their classmates regularly and the rest 50% didn't feel the same. 
[bookmark: _Toc57998650]3. Research Methodology
For this particular research project, the approach taken has been a mixed approach, which implies that both the qualitative and the quantitative approaches have been reported to for arriving at the inferences. 
In following the qualitative approach, the methodology of content analysis following the procedure of the literature review has been reported. The existing researches on the topic concerning the impact of Virtual Learning Environment on the Learning Experiences of students have been referred to for finding a balanced answer to the query. In following the quantitative approach, the methodology of the survey has been followed to gain numerically appropriate responses that shall not just enable calculation of the results easier but shall also provide accurate responses which can easily be converted into a percentage (Snyder 2019).
For sampling, the process of simple random sampling has been reported to and the total sample size has been 8 in number, from among the classmates in the university course. Also, the snowball sampling method had been resorted to for increasing the sample size to get more concrete results and not mere generalizations based on the views of extremely few persons. Through snowball sampling, the work of finding samples have been eased to a great extent, as the surveyed people had themselves taken the responsibility to forward the set of a questionnaire consisting of 10 questions via google docs forms through social media such as Facebook or WhatsApp  (Snyder 2019).
The data analysis technique followed has been based on numerical data interpretation, which has been utilized to derive the results of the independently conducted survey research, in terms of plotting the data in percentage based on the questionnaire responses. Having arrived at the results of the quantitative research, the application of the falsification had been applied whereby a relation had been drawn between the results of the literature review and the survey research for finding out the similarities and dissimilarities between them. Based on that it has been ascertained about the parts of the existing research, which were to be considered as valid and the ones which were to be considered invalid (Snyder 2019).
[bookmark: _Toc57998651]4. Findings and Analysis 
Based on the application of the falsification theory of Karl Popper it can be said that there is a commonality between the inferences of the qualitative and the quantitative researches conducted, hence the inferences drawn from the literature review is valid in light of the inferences drawn from the qualitative survey research. Both the researches have tended to indicate that it is difficult to ascertain whether the results are more on the positive or on the negative side. The positive indications of the literature review indicate that it is safe during this period of pandemic and that it offers more flexibility to the classes and confidence to the students who usually lack that. As far as the negative aspects are concerned, stress and fatigue are matters of concern. The quantitative research indicates that the most problematic areas which affect learning negatively are technical difficulty during the class, internet problems. Apart from that, the results have mostly been neutral, for matters of interaction with teachers and peers; and in terms of the difference between the classes in a physical classroom environment and online. Most interviewees have attended online classes for just a semester hence it is difficult for them to give a detailed analysis. However, 8 and 9 hours of attending classes show that online classes are not futile in totality. 
[bookmark: _Toc57998652]5. Practical Applications and Skills for Practice 
This particular research project shall be beneficial for the teachers, students, and administrators to deal with the online classes and ensure that it happens smoothly. The issues identified particularly in terms of the technological aspect and in terms of the quality of the interaction with the teachers and the peers are supposed to be improved. These aspects need to be implemented in the practical sphere and that shall enhance the actual practice of online classes in offering the students a healthy learning experience. 
[bookmark: _Toc57998653]6. Conclusion 
In the concluding section, it must be said that the scheme of virtual learning environment introduction as an emergency tactic has shown mixed results and that it is difficult to ascertain whether the results are more on the positive or on the negative side. It is because full-fledged online classes are a new normal and this mode of learning is in all likelihood supposed to go out of fashion when the pandemic shall be gone after the arrival of the vaccines. However, the Virtual Learning Environment has both its advantages and its disadvantages. 
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Time, spend in online classes 

Total	8 hour	9hour	(blank)	6	2	

Internet access at home 

Total	No	Yes	(blank)	2	6	

Technical difficulty in doing the class 

Total	No	Yes	(blank)	3	5	

Kind of technical difficulty 

Total	All of the above	Application of software	Hazy image while video conferencing	Low communication network	(blank)	2	2	2	2	


Total	
No	Yes	(blank)	4	4	

If online classes are meeting student's expectations 

Total	No	Yes	(blank)	4	4	

Length of online classes 

Total	


Full semester only	Year long class	(blank)	6	2	
Difference between online classes and face-to-face classes 

Total	Virtual class requires less effort than face-to-face class	Virtual class requires more effort than face-to-face class	(blank)	4	4	

Email to teacher 

Total	No	Yes	(blank)	5	3	

Method of teaching

Total	
All of the above	Class discussion	Group work	Lecture	(blank)	3	2	2	1	

