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Introduction
There are some opinions where 'evidence-based policing' seems peculiar because the evidence itself is a core element of any kind of interrogation or investigation ever since policing organisations were set up or policing was prioritised. However, the major difference here is in the outlook of its effectiveness hence, evidence-based policing is not much about the evidence that has been found while investigating but the evidence to hold up the investigation procedure utilised. As per Lum et al. (2020) Herman Goldstein, an American criminologist was the person who conceived evidence-based policing as an effective approach called "Problem Oriented Policing" (POP). This model has been popular since then and has been used for tackling various disorders and crimes linked with four major steps, detection of the particular issue, comprehending the issue through analysis, forming a well-fitted response, and evaluation of the impact of the response.
[bookmark: _Toc140047304]Core concepts of evidence-based policing
Based on Meijer, and Wessels (2019) Goldstein applied research-based evidence while coming up with this framework and challenged the purposes of the kind of policing applied then which were majorly rapid response, investigating crimes for catching criminals, and preventative patrol. Later on, Professor Larry Sherman, a well-known criminologist developed evidence-based policing and argued that the core idea of evidence-based policing is developing decisions about what is most favourable in policing in a cost-effective manner. 
There are majorly two core components of evidence-based policing which are:
Rise in the number of research carried out in policing:
Rigorous scientific studies cannot be performed by police officers hence has to be performed by academicians. Conventionally, studies based on disorders and crimes are analysed and designed by criminologists to put up the research findings in academic journals however police officers remain entirely unaware of such research and studies. McLean et al. (2020) asserted that this raises the urge to involve the police in the process of research by collaborating and partnering with the academicians required to answer the practical field-based questions which can better be understood by the police officers.
Translation of findings from the research conducted into formats that are easier and more accessible for the police officers to work on
This process is not as easy as it seems to be as the world of policing and academics are entirely different with different goals and timelines. For example, an academician must be more acquainted with research methodologies or the importance of peer-reviewed research and might not be familiar with the in-field policing jurisdictions. This is where "evidence cops" or "pracademics" come into force who have the knowledge to convert research findings into practical, actionable outcomes. 
Therefore, Malm (2019) stated that evidence-based policing allows police professionals to provide justifications for their actions backed by effective tactics and scientifically reliable evidence and findings. This process immensely helps in saving lives, determining crime acts, and solving cases which result in the making of safer communities. Also, this cannot be denied that law enforcement bodies mostly remain overworked yet understaffed which increases the need of applying better use of techniques and studies with limited resources. This is where evidence-based policing works best as the techniques used enhance the procedures of policing and better communication with the communities. 
[bookmark: _Toc140047305]Use of body worn video cameras and their application in evidence-based policing
Interconnected IP devices and the use of surveillance cameras have been popular smart solutions however with time, body-worn cameras have been in high demand as it has proved to improve security and also come with other better benefits. As per Lum, Koper, and Wu (2022), These devices are effective as they are portable and tiny, and can be easily affixed to helmets, lapels, headgear, and uniform collars with its base attached or connected to the user either in a pocket or clothing. Body-worn video cameras are useful as they provide audio and visual recordings of scenes that are of high quality. With its use, one can acquire a crystal-clear view of the scene from the perspective of the officer. (Ringrose 2019) stated that body-worn camera is used because it provides better facial recognition which helps police professionals to get high-end-face recognition of the criminals using facial recognition software. Such cameras are also equipped with strong noise cancellation making the microphone audio quality hi-tech which becomes way more useful for further investigations and interrogations. Furthermore, the evidence captured using body-worn cameras prevent the police officers to get engaged in false conduct or allegations which enhances professionalism. Based on Laming (2019) The cameras connected at the CC end can get a live view of the scenario using 4G/Wi-Fi connectivity in real-time. Hence, operators can acquire Meta Data which comprises transactional and personal information about the device, user, and movements along with necessary information such as duration, date, time, and location of the incidents being recorded. Hence, body-worn cameras are of great use as they decrease the rate of complaints, come up with strong evidence, act as a training tool, improved accountability and transparency during investigation, and may result in violence prevention as a whole. Furthermore, authorities tend to enhance their techniques and tactics of customer service and communication with the better use of body worn cameras. 
Body-worn cameras are widely applied in evidence-based policing as they are often worn by law enforcement officers on their glasses or clothing, which can be operated automatically or manually complying with certain rules, regulations, policies, prompts, and procedures determined by the government, law-enforcement bodies or agencies. Body-worn cameras were used in the United Kingdom and later in Australia by police agencies since the 2000s however before that vehicle dashboard cameras were used mainly at traffic stops. It is however challenging to count the number of bodies worn cameras being used now however approximately 70% of police professionals in the United Kingdom have fully adopted such cameras by 2019. By 2016, it was observed that over 49% of sheriff's offices and 60% of local police agencies were equipped with fully body-worn cameras. Also, Koen and Willis (2020) pointed out that law enforcement bodies of general purpose have also formalised body worn cameras and have begun to institutionalise this technology in evidence-based policing. Therefore, the use of body worn cameras in the field of modern evidence-based policing has been rapidly enforced however the question of its increasing demand, and cost need to be further addressed by academicians, researchers, governments, and police practitioners for better application of evidence-based policing. 
[bookmark: _Toc140047306]A past incident in the United Kingdom involving body-worn video cameras
Based on Saulnier, Burke, and Bottoms, (2019)A recent incident in April 2020 in London, when the house of Millard Scott was raided by police professionals for searching someone else linked with that property. Merely just 35 seconds after the police had raided the property, Millard was lying at the bottom of the staircase, incapacitated as said was being hit by a police taser. Widespread condemnation was observed after a video was uploaded by Scott's son however a judgment after a month the incident was passed stating that no detection of any kind of misconduct was found relating to any other police professional. The viral video by Wretch-32 was recorded in an Axon body worn camera which was handled by Met, which is a technology used for evidence policing. This case is unique in understanding the strength and concerns of body worn cameras which did not stop an old man from being tasered and led to justice for his family. 
[bookmark: _Toc140047307]Weakness, Strength, and ethical considerations while Using body worn cameras
Body worn cameras in the United Kingdom have gained traction from the beginning although the application of it has been even more in the United States. Some of the strengths of body worn cameras are:
Battling against institutional subculture: One of the contributing factors that have an immense impact on the behaviour and attitudes of police professionals which also includes the use of injuries and force is the institutional subculture which is collective thinking developed and influenced by organisational management, procedures, behaviours, and incentives. As per Willis, (2022) Such institutional subculture plays a crucial role in influencing why and how the police professionals respond to certain incidents in the same way thus preserving the group cohesion. Hence, body worn cameras can help in the standardisation of the officers' response resulting in better accountability.
However, body worn cameras also come up with some concerns and weaknesses such as Weak accountability structure and negative consequences of surveillance on police professionals: There have been arguments that the absence of stronger policy frameworks for better regulate on of editing, handling, and recording the crime incidents, there remains a vulnerability of the body worn cameras to be slightly used for acquiring better accountability from the police professionals. Furthermore, police officers will tend to burnout or get more stressed which would either lead to aggression or suicidal ideation. Also, the problem of "over deterrence" might occur with rising awareness of being recorded and monitored which will increase the problem of susceptibility of the police professionals of getting engaged in problems with the civilians. 
Furthermore, Miranda (2022) stated that on one hand there is Less number of complaints against officers: Body worn cameras have been heavily beneficial as they have been identified to resolve interactions between civilians and police professionals being taken to court which results in less time and resource consumption as the video available will help in interrogating public complaints against the officers. Nonetheless, Officers are provided with better training materials: Body worn cameras are beneficial in evidence-based policing as this acts as an effective resource for academicians and researchers to study the police-civilian interactions in a better way. This would help the evidence cops to acquire key learnings on better police practices. 
However, the weakness of Ambiguity of the video recordings and cost issue also remains: The camera's perspective often tends to affect the interpretation of the video footage in a way that often the suspect is apprehended as guilty when the officer or suspect with the officers are being observed hence there is always an absence of ambiguity associated with body worn cameras. Furthermore, $24 million can be the operating cost of body worn cameras in the first year of its application. 
Ethical limitations
Williams et al. (2021) asserted that body worn cameras are also associated with ethical limitations as the application of body worn cameras reduces both the privacy of civilians and police officers when they are subjected to audio and visual recording. Furthermore, another ethical limitation of the application of body worn cameras is data encryption. The footage can be easily prone to stealing or hacking if they are not well secured or encrypted. As per Clarke, certain things are more prone to stealing because they are C – Concealable, R – Removable, A – Available, V – Valuable, E – Enjoyable, and D – Disposable. Therefore, although civilians and police officers are monitored using a body-worn camera, there should be a better way of data protection. 
[bookmark: _Toc140047308]Evaluation of the application of body worn cameras in domestic violence
As per Bates, and Douglas (2020) Statistics have shown that by March end of 2018, the number of adults within the age range of 16 to 59 years experienced domestic violence in the UK was 2.0 million out of which 695,000 were male and 1.3 million were females. About 599,549 cases were estimated in March 2018 which was an increase of 23% compared to 2017. This had increased the need of recording incidents related to domestic violence by police professionals and the increasing willingness of civilians to allow body worn cameras to be used. As per new research in evidence-based policing and the application of body worn cameras in detecting domestic abuse cases have been increasingly applied and taken to the courts. Furthermore, many cases of domestic violence have also not continued when the victim takes back his/her previous complaint however "victimless prosecution" is enabled by the evidence captured by body worn cameras. Police officers have later asserted that such cases which failed to progress previously now are brought to the court because of the evidence caught by body-worn cameras. Also, there have been cases where the perpetrators pleaded guilty despite contesting domestic abuse cases before the court. However, this is also argued that modifications in people's behaviour are often observed which tend to de-escalate situations because they know that even their words and actions are recorded. 
[bookmark: _Toc140047309]Conclusion
The essay dealt with two major concepts which are, evidence-based policing and body worn cameras. A detailed discussion of the core ideas of evidence-based policing has been provided stating its different components. Furthermore, the use of body worn cameras and their application in evidence-based policing had also been provided. Also, assessments have been done by referring to a past case in the United Kingdom based on body-related cameras. The essay further ended by evaluating the use of the evidence captured by body worn cameras in domestic violence cases in the UK. 
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