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AIM(S) 
 

• To investigate three significant strands of social policy (welfare, work and poverty) and 
the relationship between the state, markets and personal life. 

 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 
Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to: 

• analyse the impact of changing patterns of work on social and economic inequality and 
the changes in welfare provision to respond to this(e.g. minimum wage, tax credits etc.); 

• apply social science concepts and perspectives to understand the way in which 
different Governments create and implement policy with regard to employment and 
welfare; 

• analyse the social consequences of different employment and management practices 
and policy delivery mechanisms. 

 
INDICATIVE CONTENT 

• Changes in working practice and employment since 1945 (e.g. Fordism and post-
Fordism). 

• The development of the welfare state since 1945. 

• The cultural production of so-called "welfare dependents". 

• New orthodoxies of welfare conditionality, personalised responsibility and paternalism 
(e.g. Walter Benjamin and Adams, Social Mobility, meritocracy). 

• The changing nature of work, worker identities and labour geographies. 

• Living wage campaigns in the global city, migrant labour and the casualisation of the 
"precariat" workforce; and how education impacts upon work, poverty and welfare. 

• The relationship between economic policy and the wealthy. 

 
Study Time Allocation 
 
The study time for the module is divided as follows: 

Activity type Hours Percentage 

Scheduled learning 30 15% 

Independent learning 170 85% 

Placement learning  0 0% 

TOTAL 200 100% 

 
 
 



ASSESSMENT 
 

Assessment Component 1 

☐ Written exam ☒ Coursework ☐ Practical 

 

Mode of assessment Volume Weighting 

Essay 2800 words  70% 

 
Assessment Component 2 

☐ Written exam ☐ Coursework ☒ Practical 

 

Mode of assessment Volume Weighting 

Video Presentation 10 minutes 30% 

 
Assessment Summary 

Activity type Percentage 

Written exam  

Coursework 70% 

Practical 30% 

TOTAL 100% 
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