Archaeology: A Political Science? 

Regardless of ‘ought to’ or ‘ought not to be’, Archaeology has been political long before it was referred to as such. Archaeology as we know it today has only been called such since the 17th century with the use of the term ‘Archaeology’ having the definition of ancient history however, as archaeology advanced the definition changed to the study of ancient things, ‘to study’ coming from the Greek word ‘Logos’ from which ‘ology’ is derived and ‘Archaeo’ derived from the Greek word ‘Archaia’, meaning ‘ancient’ (Daniel, 2019). Nabonidus, the last king of Neo-Babylonia, is known as the first Archaeologist as he and his daughter, En-nigaldi-Nanna, excavated several temples and historical sites in order to find their origins (LLoyd and Von Soden, 2019 (Afonso, 2007, p.719)). While En-nigaldi-Nanna displayed many artefacts in her rooms and formed a small museum (Lewis, 2024) her father moved to change the national god of Babylon, ‘Marduk’, to ‘Sin’ a moon-God that he worshipped, renovating temples and historical monuments alike (LLoyd and Von Soden, 2019). He also reformed the title of priestess at Ur and restored the Great Ziggurat there (Afonso, 2007, p.719), placing En-nigaldi-Nanna as High Priestess. This can be seen as political as Nabonidus used archaeology to change the main god of the Mesopotamian Pantheon (though this is not certain he may have just been faithful to his chosen God), changing the religion which removed Priests and followers of Marduk from power. This could be exacerbated due to the fact that there is no solid evidence on his ancestry and as a result may not have even been of royal descent (LLoyd and Von Soden, 2019 (Britannica, 2016)).
Colonialism is by definition ‘the policy or practice of acquiring full or partial political control over another country, occupying it with settlers, and exploiting it economically.’ (Oxford Languages, 2024). Common examples of colonialism are the European Empires of Britain, France and Spain; the British Empire is to this day the largest empire in history having colonised a quarter of the world and nearly as much of its population (Vaughn, 2021). The British Empire began in the 16th Century until its peak in the early 20th Century followed by its decline, while the Empire no longer exists there are still elements of it seen in the Commonwealth (Britannica, 2018). It is within this period that Archaeology became what it is today with figures such as Flinders Petrie, a British Archaeologist, focusing on Egyptology also called the “Father of Scientific Archaeology” (Sheppard, 2010); Augustus Pitt-Rivers, known as the “Father of British Archaeology” (Britannica, 2024b), another British Archaeologist once an army general who excavated much of his estate in Britain and collected artefacts from all over the world on his travels, (Ahamed-Burke, 2024 (Britannica, 2024b)). British colonialism aided this work due to the control over countries such as Egypt, where Petrie did a lot of his excavations as well the Turkish colonising of Greece, as a result the work helped perpetuate colonialist views of racism. An example of this is the Rosetta Stone, which was originally found in Egypt during Napolean's campaigns which was intended to threaten the British Empire between 1798-1801 (The British Museum, 2017 (Renfrew and Bahn, 2020, p.29)), due the defeat of Napoleon things taken by him ended up in the hands of the British and was sent to England (The British Museum, 2017 (Greene and Moore, 2010, p.37)). The Rosetta stone is only one of the many artefacts that Britain refuses to return to its country of origin, despite requests from the Egyptian people there has been no formal requests, according to The British Museum (2017), from the Egyptian Government for the return. (Rizk and Elkhatib, 2022).
British colonisation of Egypt allowed archaeologists like Petrie and Howard Carter excavate Egyptian cultural sites, even with the permission of the Egyptian government it led to artefacts of cultural significance in British Museum (UCL, 2018). Furthermore, Howard Carter was funded by a British Lord, Lord Carnarvon (Cunningham, 2019 (Daniel, 1981, p.154)) in his excavations and due to colonialist views of Britain's ownership of Egypt after Napoleons defeat, he clashed with the Egyptians Antiquities services who legally had control of the site (Riggs, 2019) and the further selling of the rights of the coverage for the excavation to The Times by Lord Carnarvon and Carter caused discourse (Clifford, 2022 (Riggs, 2019)) right in the middle of a movement of Egyptian Nationalism, wanting freedom from the British Empire (Clifford, 2022). 
Additionally, colonialist views often come hand in hand with racism, eurocentrism and the application of the incorrect ‘race science’, which the racist idea that humans can be segregated on the basis of inherited physical and behavioural differences (Britannica, 2024a). The concept of race science can be seen in the study of ‘Bushman tribes’, a derogatory term which was common in the late colonial era, Robert Broom an anthropologist studied these ‘tribes’ while using race science (Staff Reporter, 2017). The impact of Colonialism in South Africa, specifically on the San People (Bushmen) can be seen in the enslavement, selling and treatment of Sarah (Saartjie) Baartman a Khoikhoi woman. While her birth year is under debate, Baartman was born between the 1770’s and 1789 (Spies and Spies, 2014 (Britannica, 2024c)) and worked as a domestic worker, she was then sold and worked as a domestic servant, eventually she was spotted by a doctor who took interest in her unusual body shape and with the brother of the man she was sold to, Henrik Cesar, is taken to London, after signing a contract, it is not clear whether she understood this contract. Ultimately, she was paraded around London as an exhibition in little clothing due to her ‘unusual’ body shape as she had a large bottom, she received little money from this despite paying viewers. Eventually, she was sold to a Frenchman, S.Reaux and performed in Paris, Reaux allowed her to be sexually abused, making profit from it and she eventually died of an unknown cause (Britannica, 2024c). Spies and Spies (2014) contradicts this somewhat and says that she voluntarily performed but as she was enslaved, sold and then contracted as a domestic servant, she was still exploited and portrayed as some ‘thing’ exotic to be used to entertain rather than a person. Either way, colonialism helped perpetuate the opinion and market in which this could happen due to racism and the dehumanisation of those who did not fit the Eurocentric ideal. This cannot be anything other than political as it impinges on human rights and perpetuates racist stereotypes, especially in an era of Britain where slavery had only recently been abolished in 1807, and Black People were still treated as ‘other’.
[bookmark: _Int_g5norZ7F]Ethnoarchaeology and Colonialism impacted a large number of indigenous populations, many archaeologists studied excavated sites while ignoring the local inhabitants or using them to dig and excavate without acknowledging their contributions. Colonisation of these countries exacerbated this behaviour as it perpetuated the viewpoint of European superiority or superiority of the colonisers in general. Even with permission, according to Current World Archaeology (2018,) to dig, Heinrich Schliemann (1822-1890), a German Archaeologist discovered Troy at Hissarlik in Greece and conducted excavations (Daniel, 1981, p.107 and 125), Despite being called “The creator of prehistoric Greek Archaeology” by Walter Lea, Schliemann's methods of excavation left much to be desired as he ended up demolished many layers of Troy and destroyed Archaeological evidence of the past (Daniel and Kuiper, 2024 (Renfrew and Bahn, 2020 (Current World Archaeology, 2018))). 
[bookmark: _Int_jyjJD4Kk][bookmark: _Int_aRKPVChK]Colonial Archaeology most often leads to the loss of cultural heritage in that items are taken without permission or with permission of a government that colonialised the country in question, this can mean that local researchers and scholars have difficulty accessing these items (Bam-Hutchison, Ackermann and Humphreys, 2020). The Parthenon Marbles for example, more commonly known by the name of the man that took them Lord Elgin (1766-1841), took or bought the Parthenon Marbles (Renfrew and Bahn, 2020, p.554 (Greene and Moore, 2010, p.38)) in fact, he took not just the wall fresco’s but one of the Caryatid’s that are architectural feature of the Parthenon. These artefacts were removed with the permission of the Turkish Government that had colonised Greece at the time, whether they bought them off the government or took them there is an argument as to whether Greece should honour decisions made by a previous government (Greene and Moore, 2010, p.306 (Grant, Fleming and Gorin, 2008, p.368)). Regardless, Greece has requested these artefacts back and the British Museum has refused to, due to the fact that they were ‘legally’ obtained. Other times there’s no question of artefacts being acquired legally some are acquired through war, like the Rosetta stone or the Ethiopian treasures taken during in 1868, during the Abyssinian Expedition in what Ethiopia is now, among the treasures is the crown of Emperor Tewodros II and are displayed in the Victoria and Albert as spoils of war and have been since 1872 (Hunt, 2018). The emperor arrested British Diplomats, conspiring against him due to colonialist views and as such the British Army marched, while Tewodros attempted to peacefully resolve the situation the British refused and the emperor committed suicide to avoid being captured, the British Army looted after the fact and took the artefacts back to Britain (Woldeyes, 2018).
In a modern age where colonialist views are no longer so widely accepted or practised and where archaeologists are attempting to decolonise their practices, these situations where there are calls for repatriation that are ignored are extremely political. Keeping these artefacts such as the Parthenon Marbles and the Ethiopian treasures, perpetuates colonialist views even if originally Elgin’s collection of these marbles protected them, they are an important piece of Greek heritage and cultures whose return has been requested (Daniel, 1981, p.82-83). Along with the dubious acquisition of the Ethiopian artefacts and refusal to return them, there is a lot to be desired in the decolonisation of archaeology. Conversely, Saartjie Baartman according to Parkinson (2016) was finally repatriated in 2002, after her death her body was donated and displayed in the Louvre Museum for years after being paraded around Europe being called the ‘Hottentot - a now derogatory term for the Khoisan people - Venus’. It took years for the return of her body to South Africa, but she was buried in Cape in 2002.
It is important to decolonise archaeology but that does not mean foreigners cannot excavate ruins, sites and burial grounds as many significant sites have been discovered and or excavated by archaeologists such as the Great Zimbabwe ruins, which were so well built that many people refused to believe that they were built by Africans and went so far as to hire Archaeologists like the employment of Archaeologist James Theodore Bent by the British Association of Science, to prove it was not built by local Africans. Eventually, British Archaeologists David Randall-MacIver and Gertrude Caton-Thompson concluded that the ruins were of the medieval period and built by the local Bantu people, in 1905 and re-confirmed int 1929 respectively (Koutonin, 2016). Rather it is important for archaeologists to take into account the local inhabitants and what they have to say, respecting the area, ruins and artefacts found rather than perpetuating colonialist ideas (Bam-Hutchison, Ackermann and Humphreys, 2020) that they know better because they are more educated or because the people of the places they are excavating are ‘less civilised’. 
In summary, yes, archaeology is political. If it can be political before it is even as we know it today, then it is certainly political in the era that methodology is constructed and colonialist views impacts interpretation of the cultures and people being colonised, like the race sciences that are perpetuated with archaeological finds of non-European skeletons, much like the ‘Bushmen’ skeletons found by Robert Broom (Staff Reporter, 2017). Even more so when we are still decolonising the practice and refusing to repatriate artefacts, even debating whether they belong to the culture and people in which they were taken form like Lord Elgin's ownership and selling of the Parthenon Marbles that he sold to the British Museum. It should not have to be requested, debated and campaigned to turn of the body of a woman exploited in order for her to be buried but it is and it undeniable that archaeology is political.
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