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Early Sparks: Personal Favourites and First Impressions

· Which artist or designer first sparked your creativity during childhood or your teenage years? What drew you in most—a bold use of colour, an innovative shape, a compelling story, or a unique technique?
Jim Kay – His unbelievable power and control in the use of one colour is astonishing and breathtakingly beautiful 
James Wann – The ability to transport you into a story through movement and the use of colours to guide your gaze, made me fall in love with using movement in my work. 
· Looking back on your first encounters with art or design, what stands out as a key influence? Was it a cherished family object, a vivid book illustration, a striking public artwork, or something else that shaped your creative perspective?
Lauren Child – Charlie and Lola specifically, I remember reading it every night when I was younger, falling through the pages and getting lost in the world she created. Mix Media Illustration and I was drawn into the unorthodox designs, I had never seen anything like it and still to this day nothing compares! 

Wider Horizons: Broader Inspirations and Links
· Of all the exhibitions or design works you cherish, which one pushes you to rethink beauty, practicality, or narrative depth? In what ways does it align with or inspire your own artistic goals?
The design works that holds a piece of my brain is surprisingly Motorsports, ,more specifically the motorcycle road racing industry, the closer you look into one of he races, the more you will find, for me personally it’s about the colour combinations on the bikes, the team colours, the coloured flags and the movements everyone has to follow to keep that race going. In my brain I see a motorcycle race the same way I do a piece of art or music, you can follow the lines, the colours and the movements created from that one thing. 
· If you mapped out the key influences in your creative background, which three figures—from historical painters and architects to modern graphic designers or curators—would anchor that path? How do they weave together to reflect your unique journey?
Tim Burton, Jim Kay and Chris Ganley. 
3 very different people in their industries but also in their lives, Tim Burton creates characters and stories that become a key part of a person’s life and are cherished for me its oogie boogie and Beetlejuice, since I was a child, those characters have stayed in the back of my mind influencing each piece I create. Jim Kays profound influence stems from his ability to breathe raw, visceral life into fantastical subjects. His work beyond illustration, offering a depth of character and emotion that resonates deeply. Lastly Chris Ganley, his influence stems from his embodiment of daring and precision. His career as a motorcycle racer showcases his relentless pursuit of excellence, pushing physical and mental limits to achieve peak performance. 

Deep Connections: Emotional and Cultural Layers
· Think of a design or artwork that stirs powerful feelings in you, like joy, a wave of nostalgia, or a spark of challenge. How does your personal background—cultural roots, social experiences, or life events—heighten that response, and what lessons could it offer for your future work?
Rhythm 0 – Marina Abramovic, a contemporary art piece that shocked the art world, 1974. 
This piece evokes a visceral reaction in me, a mix of discomfort and fascination. Having experienced situations where vulnerability was exploited, the piece hits a nerve. It highlights the disturbing ease in which people can inflict harm when given the chance. 
In my future work, Rhythm 0 offers a powerful lesson in confronting uncomfortable truths. I don’t want to be afraid of exploring the themes of vulnerability, power dynamics and the darker aspects of life, challenging viewers to confront their own behaviours. 


· How have explorations of varied exhibitions, design movements, or artistic styles (such as Bauhaus, Surrealism, or today’s digital innovations) moulded your identity as an artist or designer? How do they intersect with your cultural background or personal story?
Banksy – his continued work is an inspiration and a powerful source of my emotions, being from a low income area his work has always been loved in my house. He has the courage to do what others should have done long ago. 


Identify one artist/designer/thinker that you admire the most. 
write a 500-word monograph about that person but avoid describing them, you must focus on their practice and discuss what it is about their practice that you want to emulate
A master of modern horror, this director has redefined the landscape of the genre with a distinctive style that blends classic techniques with contemporary sensibilities. His approach to filmmaking transcends mere jump scares, delving into the psychological depths of fear and crafting narratives that resonate long after the credits. He understands that true horror lies not only in the grotesque, but in the unsettling anticipation of the unknown. 
One of the defining characteristics of his work is the meticulous attention to atmosphere. He masterfully uses sound design, employing a symphony of creaks, whispers and discordant notes to create an environment of palpable dread. The camera becomes an active participant, often lingering in the shadows, peering around corners, and creating a sense of unease that permeates every frame. This deliberate pacing allows tension to build gradually, culminating in moments of terrifying release.

His success also stems from a keen understanding of character development. He populates his films with relatable individuals; ordinary people thrust into extraordinary circumstances. This allows the audience to connect with their plight on a personal level, amplifying the emotional impact of the horror they experience. By investing in the human element, he elevates the genre beyond cheap thrills, creating stories that explore themes of faith, family, and the resilience of the human spirit in the face of unimaginable evil.

The recurring motifs in his filmography reveal a fascination with the supernatural, particularly demonic entities and haunted houses. He draws inspiration from classic ghost stories, but infuses them with a modern sensibility, exploring the psychological and emotional toll that these encounters inflict on his characters. His approach to depicting these entities is particularly effective, often relying on subtle visual cues and unsettling sound effects to suggest their presence, rather than resorting to explicit displays of gore. This restraint allows the audience's imagination to fill in the blanks, creating a far more terrifying experience.

What I aspire to emulate is his ability to create a sense of genuine dread that lingers beneath the surface. It's not about shocking the audience with gratuitous violence, but rather about creating an atmosphere of unease that slowly creeps under their skin. I want to craft narratives that explore the psychological complexities of fear, delving into the human condition and examining the ways in which we confront our deepest anxieties. It is about building tension through subtle cues, creating characters that the audience can connect with, and ultimately leaving them with a lingering sense of unease that will haunt them long after they leave the cinema. The goal is to tap into the primal fears that reside within us all, and to craft cinematic experiences that are both terrifying and deeply thought-provoking.
