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Policing Terrorism 

This assignment will define the word terrorism. This essay will also discuss a known terrorist organisation called ISIS. According to CPS (2017) terrorism is the use or threat of action, both in and outside the U.K. The purpose of a terrorist group can be advancing a political, religious, and racial cause. Some examples are: 
· Serious violence against a person or damage to a property
· Creating high risk to the health and safety of the public 
· Endangering a person’s life 
According to Jasko, Kruglanski, Hassan & Gunaratna (2018) At the height of its power, ISIS are perceived as the biggest contemporary terrorist threat to world security. According to Wil5on Center (2019) The Islamic state also known as ISIS emerged from the remnants of al Qaeda in Iraq. A local offshoot of Al Qaeda was founded by Abu Musab Al Zarqawi in 2004. It faded into obscurity for several years after the surge of U.S troops to Iraq in 2007, but it began to re-emerge in 2011. Over the next few years, it took advantage of growing instability in Iraq and Syria to carry out attacks and strengthen it’s ranks. According to McGuire (2020) ISIS continues to recruit foreign fighters, sell oil, purchase weapons and plan attacks. ISIS continues to boast and film themselves beheading people, crucifixions, and the enslavement of young girls. According to Giglio and Gilsinan (2020) Islamic state has lost all of its territory; tens of thousands of its fighters have been imprisoned or killed, and ISIS former leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi is dead. But a Kurdish leader who witnessed the militant groups rise and fall is warning now that ISIS is now putting itself back together and states an uncomfortable fact that ISIS is now bigger than it was 6 years back. According to Hennigan (2019) now that Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi is dead and the man who transformed a breakaway of Al-Qaeda into a transnational terrorist franchise that brutalized and killed innocent civilians. ISIS is already evolving. ISIS leadership ranks have proved resilient despite more than 5 years of war. The group has been quick to adapt to new circumstances. According to Wood (2021) ISIS came to the forefront in 2014, this is when 500 men took over the city of Mosul in Iraq. Since then, they have strategically expanded into depressed areas suffering from war, corruption, and poverty. According to Hassan (2016) forces throughout the middle east are attempting to roll back the self-proclaimed Islamic state, which seized territory in Iraq and Syria in 2014. The Islamic state’s ideology is multifaceted and cannot be traced to one individual, movement, or period. Understanding it is crucial to defeating the group.  
According to Cronin (2015) ISIS ideology, rhetoric and long-term goals are similar to al Qaeda’s and both groups were once formally allied. According to Jenkins (2021) Examples of terrorism are Hijackings, hostage takings, kidnappings, mass shootings, bombings, and suicide bombings. The most common places for terrorists to target people are schools, shopping centres, bus and train stations, restaurant, and night-clubs, this is because there is large crowds and terrorists can kill masses of people in one go. ISIS radicalise a lot of people via social media and explain that they must join ISIS and fly to a certain country to fight for their religion. 
It is argued that terrorism is a male dominated field. According to Speckhard & Anne (2015) terrorism is a male dominated field. Women’s participation in terrorism varies from being completely stopped from participation to 30% of membership in some groups. Even if women to break in they are normally limited in the roles they are allowed to carry out and rarely gain entry to higher positions e.g. leadership. ISIS believe that only men should fight as they believe this is the men’s job. Terrorist groups believe women should not fight as they say the Quran states this.  
There are arguments whether ISIS are a terrorist group or not. ISIS can be labelled as terrorists as they are killing people for religious or political views. There are reasons that ISIS are not terrorists as Islam teaches that you only fight for your religion if its under attack, therefore individuals that are part of ISIS are not representing their religion. ISIS are considered terrorists as they believe they are fighting for their religion and believe they will go to heaven if they fight for their religious beliefs. Also, they may be labelled terrorists as they are killing innocent people and posting beheadings on social media. According to Rashid (2017) Islam is a practical faith that permits self-defence in certain strict situations. Certain situations that Muslims can fight for their religion is when their religion is being attacked and their god teaches them to fight back. From reading this quote it explains that ISIS are doing the wrong thing and are not fighting for god as the Quran doesn’t teach this. Fighting for religious beliefs is when Islam is being attacked by a fellow religion e.g. Christianity, this is when Muslims will defend their selves and believe they are fighting for their religion and god, this is not a terrorism act as they are not killing innocent people. A strong Muslim believer will deny that ISIS are doing the right thing as the Quran teaches them that the religion is all about peace and any act of terrorism without a valid excuse is an act of sin. According to Wil5on Center (2014) ISIS and al Qaeda are “enemy number one of Islam”, from reading this quote it explains that ISIS are nothing to do with Islam and are not representing the religion of peace. If you ask any strong believer of Islam, they will refer to this quote as they totally disagree with terrorism. “It is forbidden in Islam to kill the innocent” from reading this quote it backs up the point on why ISIS is nothing to do with Islam as killing the innocent is totally against the religion of peace. 
When it comes to attacking people, ISIS targets are the non-believers of Islam. When ISIS recruit members the recruits must believe in terrorism and to kill people for the sake of their god or political views. According to Yayla, Ahmet S & Speckhard, Anne (2016) from the view of terrorist’s goals, the first and most important factor of recruiting new members is that they must be firm believers of the terrorist ideology. New recruited members must believe in carrying out violence to help them win political goals that the group is aiming for. Nearly all terrorist organisations have their new members to go through a serious ideological process, but suicide terrorism ideological training is not necessary. This training is critical as proper training is needed to make sure new members can carry out attacks in a malicious and efficient manner. 
According to Ali (2015) ISIS have rose from being an unknown terror group to challenging the security of the world. The group have established themselves in vast areas of Iraq and Syria. ISIS endorses physical and sexual exploitation of women and children. They torture and kill non-believers. From reading this information it shows that ISIS should be labelled as terrorists as they are killing masses of people and targeting the innocent. Their method here is to kill as much people as they can as they believe their religion teaches them this. 
According to Awan (2017) ISIS are now increasingly fighting an online cyber war, they use videos of them doing their terrorist attacks, online messages of hate and they even have an app that all aim to radicalise and create a new generation of cyber jihadists. These modern-day tools are helping ISIS spread their propaganda and ideology to thousands of online users. ISIS ideology is to influence people to come and join ISIS and carry out terrorism, their idea is to persuade as much people as they can to become terrorists. By ISIS using social media it is influencing a lot of people to join ISIS, they are targeting the innocent people and persuading them that ISIS is an organisation that will make their lives worthwhile. Without social media it could be argued that ISIS might have not been as successful as they are, social media has definitely changed the way ISIS operate.
ISIS main focal point is to cause as much violence as they can, examples of the violence they use is suicide bombing and running over people with a vehicle. An example of an attack that happened was the London bridge attack.  According to BBC news (2019) A man who stabbed two people to death and wounded three others in a terror related attack, the attacker was shot dead by police on London bridge. From reading this it is argued that ISIS are terrorists as they planned and executed an attack where they killed innocent people on the bridge going on with their everyday life. The attack was planned and malicious, ISIS have planned this attack out and executed it the way they wanted to. 
To conclude this assignment has given a little insight of ISIS and how ISIS have emerged and where they started from. This essay has given the definition of terrorism in the introduction. This essay has talked about how ISIS recruit their fighters and their ideology of how to carry out their acts e.g. suicide bombing, kidnapping and mass shootings. ISIS are using social media as a platform to inspire the next generation of fighters and can easily radicalise the next generation of individuals. ISIS have been a small organisation for some time, but they have recently expanded their group. The most common way they are expanding their group is using social media to influence individuals and messaging individuals to influence them to fight for ISIS. From this essay, I have learnt that ISIS like to target a large group of people rather than specific individuals, this is because they want to kill as much people as possible in one go, they target places of large gatherings, e.g. shopping centres, bus stations, schools and train stations. It can be argued that ISIS are terrorists as they are killing innocent people when the religion, they believe in teaches them you are not allowed to kill innocent people. Women’s participation in terrorism is low, they are contacted by ISIS to fly out to wherever ISIS are fighting and marry fighters. They are expected to look after their husband and kids and become a housewife. What ISIS are doing is wrong and against their religion, Islam teaches you only fight if your religion is under threat and only then you are allowed to self-defend yourself. ISIS method is to recruit as much individuals as possible and kill as much people as they can, they use social media a lot to influence that ISIS is the group they should join and fight for them. Nearly all terrorist organisations ideology is that members must go through a serious ideological process but suicide terrorism ideological training is not necessary. ISIS have now established themselves in vast areas such as Iraq and Syria. By them establishing themselves in these places they are expanding their organisation and can cause a lot of trouble for people. In my opinion ISIS are terrorists as they kill innocent people and are reckless in what they do, they have no care in what they are doing, and what they are doing is wrong. There should be procedures in place to prevent terrorists executing attacks e.g. the public can phone the police if they suspect a terrorist attack. Suspicious behaviour is where if you see an odd suitcase left alone or someone with a conspicuous level of in the security of a building. This assignment has taught me a lot, ISIS are such a big organisation that are causing a lot of controversy in the world, they are an established terrorist organisation that are always getting bigger. In my opinion ISIS are a very dangerous organisation that are effective in what they do, they have been successful in the attacks that they have executed. There are ways that ISIS can be prevented in what they do e.g. the MI5 keeping on top of stuff and monitoring terrorist groups. 
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