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In 1672, the Royal Africa Company (RAC) of England received a charter allowing it to monopolize trade in Africa, including the trade of slaves. RAC ships carried African men, women and children across the Atlantic to North America and the West Indies, where they were sold into slavery for the benefits of the company, its investors and its employees.[footnoteRef:1]  Between 1676 and 1700 an estimated 272,200 Africans were shipped from their home across the Atlantic Ocean. Of the Africans who embarked on these passages, an estimated 208,431 disembarked, with the remaining dying enroute to their destination. One of these RAC ships was the Hannibal.[footnoteRef:2] [1:  ‘Company of Royal Adventurers of England Trading with Africa and Successors: Records’, The National Archives, 1660 <https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C13807> [accessed 5 December 2024].]  [2:  ‘Estimates’ <https://www.slavevoyages.org/assessment/estimates> [accessed 5 December 2024].] 


Sir Jeffrey Jeffreys purchased the Hannibal, a 450-ton, 36-gun ship in 1693, in partnership with his brother John Jeffreys and other investors, including a sub-governor of the RAC. Sir Jeffrey hired part-owner Thomas Phillips to captain the ship, the ship and captain entered the service of the RAC in September 1693. On 25 October 1693, the Hannibal sailed from London to the west coast of Africa with a crew of 70 men. Enroute, the Hannibal encountered a belligerent French ship and was damaged. Phillips put in at Cape Verde to repair the ship and purchase provisions for the voyage, including; goats, sheep, hogs, hens and citrus fruit. While in port, crew members fished and salted their haul for the crossing. On 6 December 1693 the Hannibal sailed on to Cape Mesurado, in present day Liberia, for additional provisions. In late January, the crew of the Hannibal started trading in Africa.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Thomas Phillips, ‘A Journal of a Voyage Made in the Hannibal of London, Ann. 1693, 1694, From England, to Cape’s Monseradoe, in Africa, And Thence along the Coast of Guiney to Whidaw, the Island of St. Thomas, And so Forward to Barbadoes: With a Cursory Account of the County, the People, Their Manners, Forts, Trade, &c.’ (Walthoe, 1732), pp. 173-198, <https://www.google.com/books/edition/A_Journal_of_a_Voyage_Made_in_the_Hannib/qFJBAAAAcAAJ?hl=en> [accessed 5 December 2024].] 


Captain Phillips arrived in the port town of Whydah, in present day Benin, in May 1694. Here he purchased 700 Africans for passage on the Hannibal in exchange for goods brought from England, at a value of 3 pounds 15 shilling per head.  For approximately nine weeks, the crew ferried groups of 50 - 60 Africans to the Hannibal, where they were put in irons, shackled together and stored below decks. The African’s were brought on deck twice a day to eat. An estimated 12 Africans drown themselves rather than board the Hannibal. On 27 July 1694, when 480 males and 220 females were loaded in the hold of the Hannibal, Captain Phillips set sail for Barbados.[footnoteRef:4]   [4:  Phillips, ‘A Journal of a Voyage Made in the Hannibal of London, Ann. 1693, 1694, From England, to Cape’s Monseradoe, in Africa, And Thence along the Coast of Guiney to Whidaw, the Island of St. Thomas, And so Forward to Barbadoes: With a Cursory Account of the County, the People, Their Manners, Forts, Trade, &c.’, pp. 214-230.] 


The Africans were released from their shackles once at sea. An additional 30 to 40 African’s were procured to oversee the human cargo by using cat and nine tail whips to keep order through the voyage. The enslaved were required to clean the ship and exercise to stay healthy and fit, but disease struck while at sea. On 12 August 1694, with Africans already dying of sickness, Captain Phillips went ashore to get wood, water and fresh provision for the ship at Sao Tomas, an island off the west coast of Africa. He also purchased separate rations for the Africans, consisting of corn, beans, plantains, yams, potatoes, nuts and citrus fruit. The Hannibal remained in Sao Tomas for two weeks, with the enslaved Africans captive aboard ship. [footnoteRef:5] [5:  Phillips, ‘A Journal of a Voyage Made in the Hannibal of London, Ann. 1693, 1694, From England, to Cape’s Monseradoe, in Africa, And Thence along the Coast of Guiney to Whidaw, the Island of St. Thomas, And so Forward to Barbadoes: With a Cursory Account of the County, the People, Their Manners, Forts, Trade, &c.’, pp. 230-234.] 


The crossing from Sao Tomas to Barbados lasted for two months and eleven days. The ship experienced periods of intense heat and several storms. By the time enslaved Africans on the Hannibal disembarked, 320 of the human cargo and 14 of the crew were dead from disease. Most succumbed to dysentery, and an estimated 12 died from small pox. The 372 enslaved African’s who arrived in Barbados on 4 November 1694 were sold for an estimated 19 pounds per head. [footnoteRef:6] The transatlantic slave trade dehumanized Africans, forced African migration to harsh climates and harsher treatment, exploited the resources of Africa and enriched the men and women who owned slaves and engaged in the slave trade.  [6:  Phillips, ‘A Journal of a Voyage Made in the Hannibal of London, Ann. 1693, 1694, From England, to Cape’s Monseradoe, in Africa, And Thence along the Coast of Guiney to Whidaw, the Island of St. Thomas, And so Forward to Barbadoes: With a Cursory Account of the County, the People, Their Manners, Forts, Trade, &c.’ pp. 236-237.] 


The search for information about the Hannibal began through the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade – Database located on the Slave Voyages website.[footnoteRef:7] The Hannibal’s 1693-1694 sailing data is found through voyage identification number 9714. Sources for the data included the National Archives and Elizabeth Donnan’s Documents Illustrative of the History of the Slave Trade to the Americas, vol III. [footnoteRef:8] The source for Donnan’s chapter on the Hannibal voyage was Captain Phillip’s A Journal of a Voyage Made in the Hannibal of London, Ann. 1693, 1694, From England, to Cape’s Monseradoe, in Africa, And Thence along the Coast of Guiney to Whidaw, the Island of St. Thomas, And so Forward to Barbadoes: With a Cursory Account of the County, the People, Their Manners, Forts, Trade, &c.[footnoteRef:9]  Phillip’s journal provided the majority of information used to complete this essay.  [7:  ‘Voyage Information’ <https://www.slavevoyages.org/voyage/9714/variables> [accessed 5 December 2024].]  [8:  Elizabeth Donnan, Documents Illustrative of the History of the Slave Trade to America (Washington, D.C., Carnegie Institution of Washington, 1930) <http://archive.org/details/documentsillustr01donn> [accessed 5 December 2024].]  [9:  Phillips, ‘A Journal of a Voyage Made in the Hannibal of London, Ann. 1693, 1694, From England, to Cape’s Monseradoe, in Africa, And Thence along the Coast of Guiney to Whidaw, the Island of St. Thomas, And so Forward to Barbadoes: With a Cursory Account of the County, the People, Their Manners, Forts, Trade, &c.’] 
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