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The Architecture of ABBA
Introduction.
Architecture and popular music rarely appear together in academic discourse, yet both are central to the way we experience culture, memory and identity. The dissertation topic seeks to explore the unexpected but captivating relationship between ABBA, one of the most globally influential pop groups of the twentieth century and architecture.
Research into this area can bridge disciplines as it challenges the traditional boundaries between architecture and the arts, especially in music, encouraging a more holistic understanding of how cultural products shape our environments. ABBA holds a legacy in cultural representation deeply tied to Swedish national identity and global pop culture and by analysing how architecture responds to their influence.
Methodology.
The dissertation will adopt a qualitative, case study-based methodology, focussing on specific architectural and cultural sites associated with ABBA.
· The ABBA Arena in London (purpose built for the ABBA Voyage concert series).
· The ABBA Museum in Stockholm.
This method allows in-depth analysis of how architecture materialises cultural identity, nostalgia and musical legacy. ABBAs presence in media is also visually rich such as their album covers, stage design, costumes and music videos. Analysis of this can include visual discourse to explore how visuals construct narratives of nostalgia, glamour and identity.
Interviews/Ethnography: the inclusion of informal interviews with visitors and designers of ABBA influenced architecture or even observational data on how people interact with ABBA related spaces – gathered through video, personal visits or secondary data.
Aims & Objectives.
To explore how ABBAs cultural and musical legacy has been translated into architectural and spatial forms. To also critically examine the role of architecture in shaping, preserving and commercialising collective memory and identity through popular culture.
1. To analyse key architectural spaces associated with ABBA – such as the ABBA Arena (London) and ABBA Museum (Stockholm) in terms of form, function, symbolism and user experience.
2. To investigate the visual and spatial language used in ABBAs music videos, performances and branding – identifying how these reflect or influence architectural expression.
3. To evaluate the role of national identity in the representation of ABBA, considering how architecture acts as a vehicle for cultural export.
Literature review.
It is unlikely for there to be direct academic work specifically on ABBA and architecture, so I aim to build a theoretical framework from adjacent areas that support the research aims. For example, Architecture and popular culture, Architecture, Memory and Nostalgia, Music, Identity and Spatial Experience and ABBA as a Cultural Icon in design.
Limitations.
There is minimal academic research directly linking ABBA to architecture and consequently the dissertation relies heavily on interdisciplinary sources such as cultural studies, media theory and general architectural discourse. Some connections may be seen as interpretive and not directly supported by prior architectural research. The analysis also involves interpreting visual media, which is inherently subjective –viewers or visitors of the spaces may interpret it differently based on personal experiences, cultural background or familiarity with the band.
Ethical Considerations.
The research includes the use of images (the buildings, exhibitions, music videos album covers), branding and media associated with ABBA therefore copyright needs to be addressed with proper referencing of all sources. 
Participant consent for conducting interviews must be followed for any participants within the research – I must obtain informed consent, explaining the purpose of the research and how the data will be used, while also remaining anonymous and confidential. It is also important to avoid bias and misinterpretation.
