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Is criminal behaviour shaped by the environment or is it innate 


Is criminal behaviour innate or is it shaped by environment? Firstly, looking at one side of the argument and looking deeper into socioeconomic class/status, lack of opportunity in the community, lack of education and crime rates in certain areas. 


Concentrating on socioeconomic class, groups or individuals are put into different classes on the economic scale, these are, lower, middle, higher class. Multiple things determine where an individual will be placed such as how much income they bring into the house, the level of education they have, their occupation, and the community in which they grew up. 


As well as this, if there is a lack of opportunity in the community this could cause an individual to turn to crime. Lacking employment will leave an individual struggling financially and making it a higher risk to turn to crime because they would have nothing to lose, and maybe something to gain from the crime they committed. Adding to this, evidence showing access to health care reduces crime (Doleac, 2018). People turn to health services for help, or if they are struggling mentally if a community lacks health services this may lead to those individuals turning to criminal behaviour. Furthermore, education is a big factor for those who turn to crime, as they have not had the correct education and what comes with being in school such as friends, education from teachers etc…


Concentrating on lack of educational opportunities, it typically reduces one’s chances of finding work in the future. For those, who are unable to find job, this may result in criminal activity. It is said that the more educated a community is, the less crime occurs. Lack of education frequently raises a person’s risk of engaging in criminal activity and anti-social behaviour (Ormerod, 2023). 


Data collected from the crime rates of Townhill in Swansea show that in September 2023, 81 crimes were recorded, with the highest crimes being, anti-social behaviour, violent and sexual offences, public order (Police.uk, no date). Within Townhill, there is many young kids, and young people and a high number of unemployment (Swansea.gov.uk).  Which shows that there is overpopulation and potentially why 3,212 people are unemployed. The assessment of ‘structural poverty’ which is based on factors such as income, single-parented households, low level of education, and high infant mortality rates, it probably related to crime (Pratt and Cullen, 2005). 


In the sociology of deviance, labelling theory is a method that focuses on how social control agents stigmatise specific groups and how the stigmatised alter their behaviour as a result of being labelled. Emile Durkheim is a French sociologist and according to his work, society is an organism whose various components work together to maintain society’s smooth and orderly development. According to Durkheim he argued that society is made up of a structure all its own that is distinct from the people who live in it (Nickerson, 2023). According to Durkheim, crime is a necessary component of society. He emphasised that more developed civilizations sought to make reparation rather than only punish illegal activities as he detailed the shift away from some legal constraints. 


Differential association also comes under environmental factors, according to the idea of differential association, people pick up criminal attitudes and behaviours from the people around them. It's been proposed that hanging around with criminals teaches people how to commit crimes. The differential association theory was developed by Edwin Sutherland to offer standards for measuring criminal behaviour. He referred to this idea as a learning theory as well. Sutherland's idea states that a person must hang around with other thieves if they wish to be a thief. Sutherland's idea is well known and has contributed to our understanding of criminal behaviour (Webb, Schubert, 2022). 


On the other hand, is criminal behaviour innate? Lombroso’s work helps back the argument that criminal behaviour is innate. He is renowned for having carried out extremely thorough investigations of people, especially studies of their bodies. Unlike many others who came before him, Lombroso began to measure and record the physical attributes of criminals as well as conduct in-depth studies of them (Margit, 2019). According to Lombroso, the features of a murderer have ‘bloodshot eyes’ and a ‘beak like nose’. As well as this he says that criminals liked tattoos (Brookes, 2023).  


Furthermore, Sigmund Freud that founded psychoanalysis, which is a theory of how the mind works and how your mind can make you behave in a certain way. According to Freud, a significant portion of human behaviour is influenced by unconscious motives derived from early life experiences, particularly those involving love, grief, sexuality, and death as well as complicated emotional attitudes towards parents and siblings (Freud Museum London, 2018).  Freud's ground-breaking interpretation of human behaviour, dreams, and even cultural artefacts as always carrying implicit symbolic meaning has proven to be incredibly successful and has had a significant impact on a wide range of disciplines, including semiotics, psychology, anthropology, and the creation and appreciation of art. The most significant and most repeated assertion made by Freud, that he had created a successful science of the mind with psychoanalysis, is still the focus of intense critical discussion and disagreement.


According to the rational choice theory (Felson and Clarke, 1998), prospective criminals make reasonable decisions about whether and how to commit crimes. The offender's desire to maximise gain while lowering risk influences this decision. Routine activities hypothesis (Cohen and Felson, 1979) holds that three interrelated conditions must exist for a crime to occur: motivated offenders, appropriate targets, and the lack of capable guardians. In addition to physical elements like locks and other security measures, capable guardians can also be individuals like police officers or security guards (College of Policing, 2022).  

In conclusion, there are many points, theories, and research to solve the debate for whether crime is caused by environment or is it innate. After looking at both sides, the conclusion is that both sides affect criminal behaviour and childhood experiences, genetics, and being brought up around crime all take part in how a human’s behaviour can impulse crime. Research being conducted by famous criminologists and psychologists such as Sigmund Freud, Cesare Lombroso, and Edward Sutherland. 









































Reference list 


Ormerod, P. (2023) Poor educational outcomes for today’s children could create a future wave of crime, CityAM. Available at: https://www.cityam.com/poor-educational-outcomes-for-todays-children-could-create-a-future-wave-of- crime/#:~:text=The%20lower%20the%20level%20of (Accessed: 6 November 2023).


Police.uk (2023) Police.uk, Police.uk. Available at: https://www.police.uk (Accessed: 7 November 2023). 


Ward profiles (no date) Swansea. Available at: https://www.swansea.gov.uk/wardprofiles (Accessed: 7 November 2023). 


Margit (2019) Cesare Lombroso, Crime, and Atavism, Criminology Web. Available at: https://criminologyweb.com/cesare-lombroso-theory-of-crime-criminal-man-and-atavism/?utm_content=cmp-true-atavism/?utm_content=cmp-true (Accessed: 7 November 2023). 


Brookes, E. (2021) Cesare Lombroso: Theory of Crime, Criminal Man, and Atavism - Simply Psychology, www.simplypsychology.org. Available at: https://www.simplypsychology.org/lombroso-theory-of-crime-criminal-man-and-atavism.html.


Freud Museum London (2018) Who was Sigmund Freud?, Freud Museum London. Available at: https://www.freud.org.uk/education/resources/who-was-sigmund-freud/.


College of Policing (2022) What Is Situational Crime prevention?, College of Policing. College of Policing. Available at: https://www.college.police.uk/guidance/neighbourhood-crime/what-situational-crime-prevention.














































image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg




