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Abstract

The aim of this independent project was to critically evaluate the perceived differences in the education system between the United Kingdom and Romania.
During the completion of this essay, there were similarities identified between the two education systems in the two countries, starting from students being in a primary school until the end of their university years.
An example of a significant difference between the two education systems is that in the UK, the government provides students financial support to finish the higher education by applying to student loans and tuition fees whereas the Romanian government is not providing similar support for the same education which leads to some Romanian students not being able to continue their higher education as they have to pay their University fees themselves.
Despite the differences between the financial support and the structure of the two education systems, the approach towards teaching students in the UK aims significantly on the quality and educational progression while in Romania the focus is to finish the school as quick as possible rather than giving the students the opportunity to develop their potentials.
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Chapter 1 – Introduction

Nelson Mandela excellently has formulated the importance of education by declaring that it is the most powerful tool that can be used in favour to change and create a better world by serving as a crucial dominant solution in the prevention of gender inequality, in a reduction of poverty and building of better living environment (Duncan, 2013). King (2011) has acknowledged that the government officials and development partners among different countries recognised and affirmed the importance and fundamental role of education in economic development and improvement of people's lives, however, she argued that education in itself could not perform such growth and evolution. 
King (2011) claimed that education provides the most powerful knowledge and skill for a human being to make possible any developing accomplishment from health advancements and agricultural innovations to effective public administration and increase of private sector. As development, growth and poverty reduction is defined to be depending on the provision of adequate knowledge and skills that human acquires, the quality of education and teaching is indispensable. Therefore as in the past decades, nowadays one of the most important and discussed issue by all developed and developing countries is the education system.
Nowadays one of the most important and discussed issue by all developed and developing countries is the education system due to this, the purpose of this literature-based project is to highlight and critically evaluate the perceived differences in education in the United Kingdom and Romania. It will not just provide an overview about similarities and differences between these two European countries' education system, but it will assess the perspectives on teaching styles, moreover will reveal the significant differences of government support investments in education. Besides, it is also essential to bring out onto the surface the distinction of student's employability opportunities after completion of education journey with higher education between the UK and Romania. 
With the exploration of this particular area, the researcher intends to share with the reader the perceived differences within the education system among these two countries.






















Chapter 2 – Literature review
a) Similarities and differences between the two education systems

The United Kingdom and Romania have very different education systems; however, at the same point can be identified some similarities. In the UK the education system in state-funded schools is largely based on the statutory national curriculum which besides the provision of religious and sexual education is also compulsory (Department for Education, 2013). The national curriculum incorporates a variety of subjects which serves as an introduction to the essential knowledge what every child needs to be educated (Gov.UK, 2019). Academies and private schools are also available in the UK where the following of national curriculum is not compulsory; however, such institutions must provide a proper education what is equivalent or even is in balance with the curriculum by including  English, maths, science as well as religious education (Gov.UK, 2019). The education in state schools is free of charge for every child as it is funded by the government; however, the independent schools and academies charge fees to the children's parents (HMC, 2019).
In the UK the education system is classified into four main sections incorporating primary education, secondary education, further and higher education (International Student, 2019). The primary and secondary school is mandatory for every child from the age of 5 until 16 years old inclusive nevertheless after the achievement of basic education, any further education is optional (International Student, 2019). Highlighting the compulsory schooling years, these are built on the basis of four key stages and twelve subjects, namely English, Mathematics, Science, art and design, citizenship, computing, design and technology, languages, geography, history, music and physical education (Department for Education, 2013). Additionally, the provision of religious education is also required at all key stages in every school, while sex and relationship education is only compulsory in secondary schools (Department for Education, 2013).
Under the UK education system, following the nursery school or kindergarten, the children schooling journey begins in primary school at the age of 5 and continues until the age of 11, consisting of the Key Stages 1 (5 to 7 years old) and Key Stage 2 (7 to 11 years old). Following the completion of primary school, from the age of 11 children develop further their knowledge in the secondary school by completing key stage 3 (11 to 14 years old) and key stage 4 (14 to 16 years old) (International Student, 2019).
It is essential to highlight the fact that in the UK pupils performance are assessed at the end of each stage by their teacher for the purpose to provide feedback for parents and themselves on how the child is progressing. These assessment procedures are performed through Phonics screening check in key stage one, and National tests and teacher assessments which are undertaken in English, maths and science by the end of key stage 2 (Gov.UK, 2019).
The one of most important assessment is undertaken at the age of 16 by the completion of secondary education in key stage 4 where pupils sit General Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE) examination in a variety of subjects, nevertheless, are vocational qualifications which can be achieved at this stage (World Class Teachers, 2013). The completion of GCSE provides an opportunity for a student to opt for further education and then for possible higher education, however, at the same time they might decide to close their school gate and to join the working world (International Student, 2019). Those students who are opting for further academic challenges have the opportunity to enter into the final stage of secondary education (Key stage 5 ) which consist of two optional academic years. By the completion of these optional academic years, students sit an Advanced level examination which is known as A level by which they obtain a qualification what serves a key for opening the gateway towards further education or even University (Prospero Teaching, 2018). In the UK students have the opportunity to choose between a variety of subjects they are interested in doing for their degree, and they are also examined in the chosen subjects. Taking into consideration the practical and vocational schools, at this level students can complete a Business, Technology and Education Council (BTECS) qualifications what serves as an entry to most of UK universities (Prospero Teaching, 2018).

In Romania, the education is based on a free-tuition, egalitarian system what is regulated and enforced by the Ministry of National Education. Similarly to the UK education system, in Romania, the completion of primary and secondary schools are free and compulsory. While in the UK the age required to attend school is five, in Romania children begin their learning journey at the age of six. It is essential to highlight the fact that while in the UK children start their education in primary school, in Romania the pupils are required to complete a preparatory school year which is compulsory prior to entry into primary education. 
Considering the structure of the primary and secondary schools years in the UK which are divided into Key stages, in Romania, the educating schooling years are classified in grades. Furthermore, important differences can be noticed between the two education system. While in the UK the primary schooling years incorporates six years of education what children complete by their age of 11, in Romania consists of eight years by entering in their age of 14. Contrary to the British education system, children in Romania are required to take an examination at the end of primary school in order to enrol in secondary education what is also termed gymnasium or high school. This examination, being called the National Exam, is based on assessments throughout the last four years. The results of the Nation Exam serves as an entry into secondary education and significantly influences the student schooling places. The provision of quality education differs between every institution; therefore every secondary school has its grade requirements and expectations in order to allow students to enrol in their education system. In every secondary school, the places are limited, by meaning that even if the required admission mark has been achieved on the Nation examination, the entry into the preferred school is not guaranteed. Every secondary institution chooses its students from applicants with the highest grade. This procedure serves as a disadvantage for many children because as the number of application places is limited, those pupils who performed well in this exam but the achieved grade has not met the required expectations, or the places has been infilled, they will complete their secondary education in a vocational school. At the same time, this also means that students who demonstrate low performance in this exam, their opportunity to continue learning in high schools are minimal and the only option what they have is the vocational school. In Romania, education in high school consists of four years or learning journey while the completion of vocational schools is five years; however, only two years are compulsory. Considering the UK compulsory education what lasts for eleven years, in Romania, the mandatory schooling years are ten what applies for students in secondary education as well as vocational schools equally. After the completion of compulsory years in Romania, which consists of eight years in primary school and another two additional years in a higher or vocational school, students are not required to sit any examinations, like GCSE in the UK. Students automatically receive their degree certificate for the achievement of mandatory classes. Following this, they have the opportunity to decide whether to prefer to join working life or they wish to continue their studies in the hope to receive a higher education degree by increasing their chance to extend their potentials regarding future career by applying for university. Those students who prefer to build their career have the possibility to finalise their secondary education in high school or even in vocational school free of charge. With the completion of the extra two and three years in both institutions, students have to sit a national examination of what is called Baccalaureate. The exam consists of two parts, where the scholars are required to demonstrate their knowledge accumulated in the four and five years about four different subjects in the oral and written examination. With the obtain of Baccalaureate degree, both secondary and vocational students have an equal opportunity to continue their studies in universities where they can choose from a variety of courses. 
Taking into consideration the achievement of a high level of qualification in the UK and Romania, the procedure differs between the two countries education system; however, the degree of A level and Baccalaureate are equivalent and are recognised throughout every European country. It can be stated that even some similarities can be recognised in the UK and Romania education system, the education journey towards University significantly differs.
In both countries these degrees represents the key to the university door. The structure of undergraduate education is slightly similar in the UK and Romania, as requires the completion of three academic years, however, in Romania students who enrol for courses such as medication, health, dental or even pharmacy, are expected to complete an additional year. 
During the undergraduate academic years, in British universities, the student's performance is assessed regularly. This is manifested in some examinations and written assignments on different subjects which provides an opportunity for every student to engage with several readings, to develop their knowledge, academic writing and critical thinking. With this procedure, students work are not only marked but additionally receive constructive feedback what serves as a useful tool in the learners higher education journey because it provides the opportunity to recognise their strengths and weaknesses. 
Nevertheless, in Romania, the structure of the higher education system in the undergraduate academic year is significantly different, as during the university years students knowledge and progression are only assessed by the end of semester one and two on every subject which have been taught in the respective term. These assessments consist of several written examinations based on numerous different subjects; however, students knowledge are evaluated on their performance. Within this case, the learners only obtain information about their achievement from the received mark. 
By comparing the two countries opposite method of teaching and the process of students knowledge examination and evaluation throughout the undergraduate academic years, it can be identified that contrary to the British constructive higher education system, in Romania students do not benefit from similar guidance such as the provision of helpful feedback regarding their progression. Without constructive feedback, learners are facing a lack of knowledge about what mistakes have been made in exams, what their weaknesses are and what further steps must be taken in order to improve it and to fulfil the higher education requirements in favour to succeed.

B) Teachers and Teaching style
In the United Kingdom, the structure of the national curriculum provides an opportunity for teachers to develop exciting and stimulating lessons in order to promote the development of a child's knowledge, understanding and skills by unfolding their creativity (Department for Education, 2013).  

Despite mentioning about the structure of education system between the two countries, it is important to highlight the teacher’s quality and attitudes towards education. In the United Kingdom, the way how educators teach is very interactive and efficient which encourages students to freely express their creativity, learn the materials systemically and to actively take part in classes. In Romania, educators are not focusing on the creativity of their students which impedes their ability to improve their inner skills. In this eastern-European country, teachers are not fully committed and engaged to get the best out of their pupils but they consider their role just a job which has to be done. This is a big disadvantage for young children who are willing to get the most out of themselves.  The lack of job interest is manifested in teachers often not respecting the student’s rights. This statement can be related with a real incident that occurred in a school environment where a child has been slapped by a furious teacher. This unaccepted behaviour decreases the pupils interest in education, will develop fear towards the educator and will impact the school attendance. The teacher’s reason for acting this way was explained with the fact that the children was not able to keep up with his notes as quick as the other pupils. The teacher’s weak attitude towards education is directly correlated to the low and demotivating salaries in the country. As a result of the poor financial situation in Romania, teachers are often accepting bribes from students or parents in exchange for a higher grade or passing mark. These behaviours can be considered to be unfair towards students who are working hard and invest more time and effort to achieve the highest awarded marks. The bribery was significantly present during each year’s national exam, which played a big part in certain students obtaining high grades at the Romanian Baccalaureate. This restricted the entries for University for students who received lower grades but had more knowledge about each subject and would have a higher potential to become a successful professional.

c) Government support

In both of the European countries, the primary and secondary schools are free of charge and are funded by the government which serves as an opportunity for all young children to obtain the basic essential education they require to progress further. The only outgoings that need to be funded by the parents in order to support their children’s quality education are teaching supplies such as textbooks and classroom equipment’s. However, students who are willing to continue their education in a University will have to pay the yearly fees. 
Taking in consideration the fact that the completion of further education in University institutions in the United Kingdom is significantly expensive compared to Romania, the government is providing the opportunity for every student to continue their learnings and build their career by financially supporting them during their course years. Students who decide to take further education have the opportunity to apply for student finance. The students are not just eligible for the government-funded student finance but they are also able to apply for monetary support which will help them to cover their living costs. With the completion of academic years in higher institutions, the students are expected to pay back their student finance once their professional career starts. 
In the United Kingdom, the higher education is more expensive, but funded compared to Romania where due to the economic crisis, the government is unable to help and fund their student’s higher education even if it costs much less. The funded slots in the Romanian universities are reserved for students who are willing to continue their education and obtained very high grades on the national exam. Students who are not able to obtain one of the reserved, funded University slots will have to find a way to pay the fees for their higher education. As a result of this situation in Romania, many students who are willing to continue their education and have the skillset which would make them successful are unable to continue their studies and are forced to start a job in an early age.
Chapter 5 – Discussion and Recommendation 

To summarize the whole independent project, it can be stated the education systems between the two countries have similarities but also big differences. The education system in the United Kingdom provides more opportunities for students who are willing to continue their studies by offering student finances while in Romania, there are only a limited amount of free slots in the Universities. The situation becomes more difficult in the eastern-European country when the bribery is a common fact and students are able to pay and receive higher grades. In the United Kingdom, this is not common and students need to work hard to achieve their goals. This situation results in the United Kingdom having a higher number of well-educated professionals who contribute to their economy. Another big difference between the countries is the quality and attitude towards education. In Romania, educators are not as motivated and passionate due significantly lower salaries. This situation has a negative impact on the pupils who are willing to learn as much as they can but the environment is not providing the possibility to showcase their knowledge. Romania needs change to aim and hit the education standard present in the United Kingdom by focusing more on the quality of education, this includes key factors as letting pupils or students to freely show their creativity, paying attention to detail and guarding the pupils rights inside the institutions. The Romanian education system will need to motivate the teachers in order to enjoy they job and feel fulfilled. Having all of the issues fixed will not just tackle the problems mentioned above, but also help the economy grow by letting students finish their studies with the necessary knowledge equipped and ready for their future.
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