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Historical background, 
The original Barcelona Pavilion commissioned by Ludwig Mies Van Der Rohe was constructed in 1929. The structure was originally designed as the German National Pavilion which held the International architecture exhibition in Barcelona. The exhibition showcased various architecture creations and innovative examples from across the world at that time. The pavilion later served as a reception for the nearby palace. In order to ease movement to the palace, Mies Van Der Rohe situated the pavilion so the journey from the pavilion to the palace was seamless and led visitors without any hesitation. Kroll (2011).
In comparison with the Barcelona Pavilion, the use of each chosen building differs radically as Le Corbusiers Villa Savoye was designed and created as a weekend country home for the Savoye family. This is a private and personal use of the building, where as the Mies Van Der Rohes Barcelona Pavilion had a more public approach. Constructed in in Paris, France in 1931, Le Corbusiers Villa Savoye was a staple point in the history of the international style of modernism. Kroll (2010).    
[image: ]The Barcelona Pavilion has a very narrow and horizontal plan. Situated at the foot of the National Art Museum of Catalonia, raised on a plinth of travertine Mies Van Der Rohe secluded the pavilion from the busy city of Barcelona by placing it in a corner very neatly. By elevating the building on a plinth with the narrow profile the site projects, Mies created a low horizontal orientation. Accompanied by a low flat roof which almost looks weightless being supported by 8 crucifix columns covering the interior walls as well as the exterior. Kroll (2011).
Fig (1)
By creating these low viewpoints Mies forces the observers of the pavilion to focus on points of the building they would usually overlook such as views made by Mies and creates a new appreciation to the way architecture can change the way observations and views of buildings are made. 
The interior of the pavilion consists of offset walls that create a curiosity to the building that also coexists well with the adjacent low roof plane, creating luxurious spaces made by three dimensional perpendicular planes. Which adding the modernist style of minimalism within furnishings allows the open spaces of each room to induce a circulation to the building, ushering the viewers of the building through narrow passageways to the open room spaces, framed views and larger volume openings also following the minimalism of the modern style. Activating Mies’ architectural promenade, where framed views would induce circulation and movement through closed narrow spaces. (Wikiarquitectura, 2019). 

[image: Image result for villa savoye plans][image: ]Le Corbusier established 5 main points of design of architecture as his ideologies to be incorporated in the designs of his famous Villa series including the Villa Savoye as his most famous. These 5 points of architecture specific to this design included;
Fig (2).


Pilotis, which raised the building and support the upper decks of the building. Also aesthetically matching the site gives a floating volume to the build. Flat roof Terrace, creating an exterior platform which being surrounded by sleeping quarters acts as a communal area, which compares to                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               the Barcelona Pavilion by creating low roof spaces.    
Open spaces, this aspect encapsulates the modern style by creating large interior minimalist spaces. This is also another feature the Villa Savoye shares with the Barcelona Pavilion. 
Ribbon Windows, Corbusiers intrigue with the design and technology of steamships in the 1930’s lead him to reference from the stylistic yet simplicity of the ships. These ribbon windows run along side the hull of the upper floor to emulate the spatial and minimalist style of planning Whilst almost creating an illusion of interior and exterior, blending into the stark façade.    
Free Façade, this allows the building to be free from its structural constraints by allowing the exterior to be separated from its structural function, to allow Corbusier to design each façade without any obstructions. Kroll (2010).
These show how Le Corbusier and Mies Van Der Rohe operated with slight differences when designing their buildings. Le Corbusier with a more structured approach where as Mies’ Barcelona pavilion has a more natural free flowing nature the build. Although these two buildings show a likeness with their unique exploration to the form of the structures and their stark open spaces. These encapsulate the principal elements that house the two infamous structures under the modern movement/ style of architecture in the 1930’s. (Misfits Architecture, 2016). 



[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]Mies Van Der Rohe captures a sleek modern aesthetic within his Barcelona Pavilion by using a mixture of rich natural materials alongside various modern implements after the pavilion’s reconstruction such as, 4 various kinds of marble and reinforced concrete. The use of eight crucifix columns is used to support the low flat roof which Mies Van Der Rohe is well known for. The used of the expensive golden onyx marble became the vocal point for views of the pavilion due to its beautiful and size and thickness. The buildings ethereal and experimental qualities are achieved by the technique of pinning Italian travertine which creates a symmetric partition. When situated near a body of water such as the pool of water housing George Klobes figure of Dawn the material attracts light reflecting from the water and illuminates the space as if it were a secondary light source. This demonstrates how Mies articulated his decisions by knowing where to place each material within the pavilion to achieve its full potential. (Phaidon,2014).
Villa Savoye shares a likeness to the Barcelona pavilion through its innovative crisp design aesthetic for the era it was constructed. Le Corbusier showed his genius through this project by using colour and forms to create illusions to trick the viewer. Such as, painting the lower deck of the building green so that it is camouflaged into the landscape of fields surrounding it. The building also stands out superbly due to its stark white concrete exterior, creating a very purist ideology of the building by Le Corbusier. This was done to further push the minimalist aesthetic to the modernist approach to the building, creating a fresh new design for a house like no other at its time. Also a notable design aspect to the ground deck of the Villa is that it was purely created to function as a three automobile garage with a unique curved glass elevation. The entrance to the garage was made specifically to accommodate for a 1930’s limousine which at the time and even today sounds like a very bold statement piece. This shows how both architects used bold statements within each of their designs that fit within the realm of the modern style. Gibson (2016).  
It is plain in sight that both architects had a goal to revolutionize architecture by creating these unique yet stylish buildings within their restraints. They wished to create luxurious spaces which wowed their clients and the world. Each of the building had a few of their own unique aspects that makes the viewer indulge within the beauty of these spaces, such as the open spaces of the Barcelona pavilion inviting and free flowing, also the outlandish aesthetic is possesses by incorporating it’s dwelling flat roof. Le Corbusier achieved a slightly different goal of creating a bold pioneering powerhouse of a building, with its unusual functions and aspects to house most would never even imagine was possible. Showing its dominance to the world as a work of modern art, the future. Glancey (2014). 
To conclude, these two world famous buildings have birthed and shaped the scene of modern architecture forever. Their stylistic and revolutionary approach at transforming a building to a space that is more than just four individual walls, is evident by how popular their styles and commissions are. The Barcelona Pavilion offers a tranquil and elegant experience allowing the viewer experience the sheer beauty in peace, which is very impressive considering how free flowing and open the building is to the outside plot. On the other hand, Le Corbusiers Villa Savoye is also astonishing on the technical side to modern architecture, by designing a building to be fully lifted from the ground on pilotis yet also make appear so bold and muscular is from is also very impressive along with its aesthetic superiority by using ribbon windows and taking influence from steamships of the 1930’s.        
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Fig (1) 
Lung, M. (2013) Hand drafted, ink on mylar, plans, sections, elevations of the Bare=celona Pavilion. Available at: https://matthewlung.carbonmade.com/projects/5040860 (Accessed: 25th April 2019). 

Fig (2) Unknown 
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BARCELONA PAVILION

Hand-drafted, ink on mylar, plan, section, and elevation views of Barcelona Paviion
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