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INTRODUCTION:

DO PRISONS IN WALES REHABILITATE OFFENDERS OR SHOULD THE POLICE SERVICE FOCUS ON RESTORATIVE JUSTICE AND WHICH IS MORE COST EFFECTIVE. 

Policing is focused on catching criminals and detecting crime but are police services wasting their time if offenders are reoffending. Is there a better way to rehabilitate offenders or prevent reoffending such as restorative justice and does this save the Criminal Justice System money?

This topic is worthy of consideration for an undergraduate dissertation to help me as a student officer understand whether to focus on restorative justice as a sanction, whilst carrying out my job role. If rehabilitation through imprisonment is not working well, then the restorative justice approach may be better used by police officers going forward and more in-depth training for future student officers provided. In turn, understanding whether this will save the Criminal justice system money.

History:
Restorative justice appears to have been introduced in 1990, during Sir Charles Pollards service as a Chief Constable for TVP. From 2010 it progressed, and legislation was created by the Criminal Justice System and restorative justice was more widely used by police forces in the United Kingdom. (Ministry of Justice, 2013)

Success of restorative justice is described by the Restorative Justice Council as “Restorative justice consistently outperforms traditional criminal justice processes alone across a range of offence categories of varying types and seriousness. No other intervention tested in the same way as restorative justice has demonstrated such a substantial effect on reoffending”. (Restorative Justice Council, 2014) 


Success of rehabilitation is prisons from the Wales reducing offending strategy explains that adult reoffending is 58% for those criminals with a 12 month or less sentence. (Wales Reoffending Strategy, 2014) 


Justification for my research is to analyse why rehabilitation in prisons appears to be less effective than restorative justice. As mentioned by the restorative justice council, money is saved by utilising restorative justice instead of imprisonment and further understanding of its success by student constables, can create more financial saving when utilised more often. (Restorative Justice Council, 2014)


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

· Analyse success of rehabilitation of prisons in Wales 

· Measure success of restorative justice in Wales
 
· Illustrate that restorative justice saves criminal justice funding in Wales. 



	LITERATURE REVIEW:

Literature to be included: 

· Restorativejustice.org.uk. 2014. [online] Available at: <https://restorativejustice.org.uk/sites/default/files/resources/files/1z87_info_packs%20(2)%20police.pdf> [Accessed 8 May 2022].

· Assets.publishing.service.gov.uk. 2014. [online] Available at: <https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/453579/Wales-Reducing-Reoffending-Strategy-_e_.pdf> [Accessed 9 May 2022].

· Ministry of Justice, 2013. Restorative justice past and future. [online] Available at: <https://www.gov.uk/government/news/restorative-justice-past-and-future#:~:text=It%20was%20in%20the%20late,constable%20of%20Thames%20Valley%20Police.> [Accessed 11 May 2022].

· College of Policing. 2022. Restorative Justice evidence briefing. [online] Available at: <https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2022-01/Restorative-justice-evidence-briefing.pdf> [Accessed 11 May 2022].

· House of Commons Justice Committee, 2016. [online] Available at: <https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201617/cmselect/cmjust/164/164.pdf> [Accessed 11 May 2022].


The current state of research suggests that imprisonment is less successful that restorative justice and that financially costs more. I want to understand why the Criminal Justice system continues to utilise imprisonment over restorative justice for low level offences. Additionally, to consider whether there is a gap in training for new student constables in understanding the success of restorative justice.  



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

I am going to complete Secondary research targeting the above objectives by analysing documents, journals, statistics and reports. This is best suited to my research as it allows me to obtain a wide perspective on my topic area. 

Primary research has also been considered and may be used in the form of a small survey, targeted at a few student Police Officer colleagues only, to understand their views on restorative justice. This is best suited to the research, as it will help clarify whether Police training on restorative justice is suitable. The use of surveys is good for research, as they are quick, collate results instantly and can be completed on social media/apps if necessary. 

Furthermore, recommendations will be made on a local, regional and national level to implement restorative justice training into Police Constable training.  This will be completed only if restorative justice is found to be cost effective and successful in rehabilitation. 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

The questionnaire will be targeted at student constables within their first two years of probation, to capture their knowledge of Restorative Justice and analyse their use of Restorative Justice since joining the police. Additionally, their knowledge around the financial implications for imprisonment versus restorative justice will be sought. This will show whether there are gaps in current student constable training and support recommendations made in this research. 


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

Whilst completing research, some of the documents may require a freedom of information application, however the literature I plan to use would be widely available to the public and therefore this is unlikely.

Whilst conducting the survey, there could have been ethical issues if I chose to target an audience under 18 or victims of crime. However, I am only targeting work colleagues, over 18 with no vulnerabilities. 



	TIME SCALE:

Proposal and ethics form – 16/05/2022
Literature review – 25/07/2022
Research methodology and planning – 05/09/2022
Analysis of results - 24/10/2022
Findings and conclusions 28/11/2022
Completion of the project to be submitted on the 02/01/2023. 

I will be on maternity leave from the 01st August 2022, so these timescales are subject to change. Once I am back to full duties, a new timescale will be completed. 

	REFERENCE LIST:

· Restorativejustice.org.uk. 2014. [online] Available at: <https://restorativejustice.org.uk/sites/default/files/resources/files/1z87_info_packs%20(2)%20police.pdf> [Accessed 8 May 2022].

· Assets.publishing.service.gov.uk. 2014. [online] Available at: <https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/453579/Wales-Reducing-Reoffending-Strategy-_e_.pdf> [Accessed 9 May 2022].

· Ministry of Justice, 2013. Restorative justice past and future. [online] Available at: <https://www.gov.uk/government/news/restorative-justice-past-and-future#:~:text=It%20was%20in%20the%20late,constable%20of%20Thames%20Valley%20Police.> [Accessed 11 May 2022].

· College of Policing. 2022. Restorative Justice evidence briefing. [online] Available at: <https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2022-01/Restorative-justice-evidence-briefing.pdf> [Accessed 11 May 2022].

· House of Commons Justice Committee, 2016. [online] Available at: <https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201617/cmselect/cmjust/164/164.pdf> [Accessed 11 May 2022].






                                                                          0		
image1.png
PRIFYSGOL CYMRU

Y Drindod Dewi Sant
UNIVERSITY OF WALES
\ Trinity Saint David

SWANSEA - ABERTAWE





