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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: A critical analysis into the relationship between Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) and victims, witnesses and offenders entering the Criminal Justice System. 

INTRODUCTION:

In my current role as a front-line Police officer, I have daily interaction with victims, witnesses, and perpetrators of crime from all different kinds of backgrounds. It is apparent that a large proportion of these individuals have experienced childhood trauma to some extent.  

From my initial research, it is apparent that there has been vast research conducted nationally and internationally relating to the correlation between adverse childhood experiences (ACES) and the negative effects they have as a result on an individual’s health and education. However, it does not appear as though there is a vast amount of research into the relationship between adverse childhood experiences and those individuals entering the Criminal Justice System, either as victims, witnesses, or perpetrators of crime.

I believe this research is worthy of consideration for an undergraduate dissertation as it would be valuable for all front-line Police officers across the UK and key partners/stakeholders to help have a better understanding of what ACES’s is and how they can impact an individual. 

The majority of ACEs and other recognised adversities have an effect on the criminal justice system. Children and adolescents who have experienced ACEs may enter the criminal justice system as offenders, witnesses, or victims. They might also have interactions with the family justice system. Therefore, the court system plays a crucial role in preventing ACEs and, in particular, impact mitigation (The Scottish Government, 2018).







Adversity is a term used to characterise the difficult circumstances and events that an individual has experienced during their childhood. Events or circumstances that are extremely stressful and possibly traumatic that take place during childhood and/or adolescence are known as adverse childhood experiences, also known as ACEs. A single incident or persistent threats to or violations of the young person's security, safety, trust, or physical integrity may occur. These events have a direct impact on the child and their surroundings, which result in major behavioural, psychological, social, emotional, or neurological adjustments. To put it another way, ACEs have an impact on how young people feel, act, and perceive the outside world (Young Minds, n.d).


A 2015 survey found that half of Wales’s population had experienced at least one ACE, with 24.9% of those with four or more ACEs by 49 having a chronic illness, in comparison to 6.9% without. Those with four or more ACEs were four time more likely to be a high risk drinker, sixteen times more likely to have used crack cocaine or heroin. Those with four or more ACEs had a fifteen-fold higher likelihood of having abused another person in the last year and a twenty-fold higher likelihood of having spent time in prison at some point in their lives than those individuals without ACEs (Welsh Government, 2021).


The criminal justice system in the United Kingdom comprises a number of institutions including the police, the crown prosecution service, and the nation's prison system. It is the collective entity accountable for the administration of justice in the country (Clark, 2024).




	


	LITERATURE REVIEW:

I will be reviewing current academic literature which will assist in understanding the link between individuals who have experienced adverse childhood experiences, and how they are more likely to enter the criminal justice system, as victims, witnesses and perpetrators, in comparison to individuals who have not experienced adverse childhood experiences. It will analyse the results of surveys that have already been carried out, and it will explore the different routes to being involved in crime the individuals who have experienced adverse childhood experiences have taken. From completing my initial research on the topic of ACEs, it was apparent that current academic literature is widely based on the health and educational impacts, and not so much the criminal side, therefore I believe this research will identify a need for further research into the criminal justice side of ACEs and the links between them. The sources I will be using will range from general research into the topic of ACEs, using information available in the public domain, using Google Scholar, which will allow me access to academic journals, textbooks, publications surrounding ACES. Additionally, I will be utilising the University of Wales Trinity library, which can be accessed online. 

The terms that are used to obtain this information on this topic will be ‘adverse childhood experiences’, ‘ACEs’, ‘ACEs link to criminality’ and ‘criminal justice system’.



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

I will be conducting my primary research by asking my colleagues to complete a questionnaire, which will be designed to find out their awareness of ACEs, if they have had many experiences with individuals who have experienced ACEs and if they believe they are trained adequately to deal with these individuals. 
 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

My sample target will be response officers, as they are frontline and are most likely to be the first point of contact victims, witnesses and perpetrators have, when entering the criminal justice system. I believe they will be the most suitable participants as they will be able to provide an insight into dealing with a range of individuals who have experienced ACEs. 



	ETHICAL ISSUES:

The only ethical issue that I feel might need to be discussed prior to conducting my primary research are consideration for response officers who are taking part in the questionnaire who might potentially find the topic sensitive, as they have experienced ACEs themselves.


	TIME SCALE:

I will complete each stage of my research in line with the submission dates. 

The ethical form, and proposal will be submitted by the 26/02/2024.
The literature review chapter will be submitted by 06/05/2024.
The methods chapter will be submitted by 17/06/2024. 
The results chapter will be submitted by 05/08/2024.
The conclusion chapter will be submitted by 09/09/2024.
The final dissertation will be submitted by 07/10/2024.
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