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                                        The Principal’s Report,
                                             December 1907

  Thomas Burgess became Bishop of St David’s in 1803, and his passion for quality Anglican theological training led to him founding St David’s College in 1822[footnoteRef:1]. He gained the support of King George IV, the established English Universities and Parliament, with the aim to “transplant the ancient system of education of Oxford and Cambridge to the fair shire of Cardigan”[footnoteRef:2]. Accordingly, I am appointed by the Bishop, and our Professors come from the ranks of Oxford and Cambridge Universities [footnoteRef:3]. [1:  Dowland, David A., Nineteenth-Century Anglican Theological Training: the Redbrick Challenge (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1997). pp 9-34]  [2: Dowland, David A., Nineteenth-Century Anglican Theological Training: the Redbrick Challenge (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1997). pp 9-34 ]  [3:  Dowland, David A., Nineteenth-Century Anglican Theological Training: the Redbrick Challenge (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1997). pp 9-34] 

 In April this year we had the honour of welcoming the Archbishop of Canterbury to our College, accompanied by the Bishop of St David’s, driven in a covered moto-car from Abergwili [footnoteRef:4]. Although the weather was poor, the luncheon and the tour around the College was a great success, and we have hopes for a more public re-visit in the near future.  [4:  Roderick Bowen Library and Archives: University Archive. UA/X/132/11 Scrapbook of Newspaper Cuttings, 1903-09. Western Mail. Cardiff April 8th, 1907. p137.] 

  In the past the English influence of our affiliation has left the College open to accusations of Anglicising the Church in Wales or of ‘de-nationalising’ it [footnoteRef:5]. The Non-conformist churches have excellent theological colleges and their clergy minister in Welsh. It is something of a passion of mine that also in the Church of Wales, Welsh is indispensable to those who work in the parishes. I am pleased to say that with the efforts of our Welsh Professor Lorimer Thomas, there is an increasing interest in the language, literature, and history of Wales [footnoteRef:6]. [5:  Roderick Bowen Library and Archives: University Archive. UA/X/132/11 Scrapbook of Newspaper Cuttings, 1903-09. Western Mail, Cardiff. July 16th, 1907. p151.]  [6:  Roderick Bowen Library and Archives: University Archive. A Principal, A Professor and the buried Library. Morgan-Guy 2022. (booklet)] 

 I would like to congratulate him and our Bursary Clerk Mr Wiliam Davies on completing the cataloguing of the Welsh Library, known as the Cenarth Collection [footnoteRef:7]. The discovery and sale of replica copies are adding to the funds for our ‘hidden library’ [footnoteRef:8]. [7:  Roderick Bowen Library and Archives: University Archive. A Principal, A Professor and the buried Library. Morgan-Guy 2022. (booklet)]  [8:  Roderick Bowen Library and Archives: University Archive. A Principal, A Professor and the buried Library. Morgan-Guy 2022. (booklet)] 

  The Pastoral Certificate includes reading and the composition and delivery of Sermons in Welsh [footnoteRef:9]. The Wednesday Welsh service in the Chapel remains popular, even in times when attendance at the other services was temporarily avoided earlier this year [footnoteRef:10]. St Davids Day Special Services held in Welsh by the Rev. R.T. Jones were followed by luncheon, with a menu card entirely in “real” Welsh which left our English friends with no clue[footnoteRef:11]! [9:  Roderick Bowen Library and Archives: University Archive. UA/A/36. Pastoral Certificate 1902-43.]  [10:  Roderick Bowen Library and Archives: University Archive. UA/X/132/11 Scrapbook of Newspaper Cuttings, 1903-09. Western Mail, Nov 12. 1907. p158.]  [11: Roderick Bowen Library and Archives: University Archive. SP/1/7. College Magazine. 1907.] 
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         Fig 1. Pastoral Certificte                                   Fig 2. St  David’s Day Menu

The Welsh Debating Society is increasing in numbers, and I note there is keen interest shown by the freshmen this year [footnoteRef:12] . [12: Roderick Bowen Library and Archives: University Archive.  SP/1/7. College Magazine. 1907.] 

 The College School.
 With the College’s education aligned with that from Oxford and Cambridge, difficulties arose as many students in Lampeter come from modest backgrounds and elementary education [footnoteRef:13]. The entrance to the College is through examination, and when the Annual Examiners Report in 1880 noted the poor preparation of many entrants, the College School was opened. The aim of the school is to prepare scholars for quality employment and continuing study with this College and affiliated English Universities[footnoteRef:14]. [13:  Dowland, David A., Nineteenth-Century Anglican Theological Training: the Redbrick Challenge (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1997). p 9-34]  [14:  Roderick Bowen Library and Archives: University Archive. CP/39. College Calendar 1907.] 

This year we can congratulate the College School headmaster Rev W. Ll. Footman on his opening a hostel to provide boarding for his students [footnoteRef:15]. The provision of scholarships and Prizes for the most able students allows entrance for those who otherwise not have the funds[footnoteRef:16]. [15:  Roderick Bowen Library and Archives: University Archive. UA/SP/1/7. College Magazine 1907. p339.]  [16:  Dowland, David A., Nineteenth-Century Anglican Theological Training: the Redbrick Challenge (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1997). p 9-34] 
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Fig 3. St. David's College School Rugby Football Club 1907-08.
 The scholarships for the College hold a total value of £500 [footnoteRef:17], including two new opportunities. I would like to thank Mrs C. Griffiths for endowing the ‘Griffiths Scholarship’[footnoteRef:18], and Mrs Davies Evans for offering an “Architecture Prize” to stimulate interest in the Architecture of Churches.  [17:  Roderick Bowen Library and Archives: University Archive.  UA/CP/39. College Calendar 1907.]  [18:  Roderick Bowen Library and Archives: University Archive. UA/C/1/7. College Board Minutes. 191-18. p99 .] 
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Fig 4. The Griffiths Scholarship.                    Fig 5. Architecture Prize.


 This year 44 students have joined our ranks, 16 coming from the College School [footnoteRef:19], bringing our total to 130 [footnoteRef:20]. Entry numbers remain steady, being 49 last year and 56 the preceding year[footnoteRef:21]. At one time there were as few as 80 [footnoteRef:22], and to deal fairly with you all, we must continue the improvements to the buildings. We will not raise fees but raise funds by appealing to Church-people of all shades [footnoteRef:23]. I am confident of support, as we compare favourably with any Oxford College. There are currently 600 of our clergy working in Wales, and more in England and the Colonies [footnoteRef:24].  [19: Roderick Bowen Library and Archives: University Archive.  UA/A/18. Tutors Register 1899-1959.]  [20: Roderick Bowen Library and Archives: University Archive.   UA/X/132/11 Scrapbook of Newspaper Cuttings, 1903-09. Welsh Gazette, Aberystwyth. May 16th. 1907.p143.]  [21: Roderick Bowen Library and Archives: University Archive.   UA/A/18. Tutors Register 1899-1959.]  [22:  Roderick Bowen Library and Archives: University Archive.  UA/X/132/11 Scrapbook of Newspaper Cuttings, 1903-09. Welsh Gazette, Aberystwyth. May 16th. 1907. p143.]  [23: Roderick Bowen Library and Archives: University Archive.   UA/X/132/11 Scrapbook of Newspaper Cuttings, 1903-09. Welsh Gazette, Aberystwyth. May 16th. 1907. p143.]  [24: Roderick Bowen Library and Archives: University Archive.   UA/X/132/11 Scrapbook of Newspaper Cuttings, 1903-09. Welsh Gazette, Aberystwyth. May 16th. 1907. p143.] 


 Building work has now been completed, and we all welcome the changes- the Coal House is now the servant’s hall and new buttery, with the old buttery now a student’s common and reading room. My study is now the old reading and lecture rooms combined, and the passageways between the Hall and buttery, kitchen and stairs are now painted, and the sanitary system improved [footnoteRef:25]. [25: Roderick Bowen Library and Archives: University Archive.   UA/C/1/7. Minutes of the College Board, 1901-18. p99.] 



 This year has not seen great success on the field, apart from Soccer, where out of the twelve matches played, seven were won[footnoteRef:26]. The Rugby team did sufficiently well to hope for a better season next year, but the Cricket team had one of their worst[footnoteRef:27]. Although Tennis has been proving popular with the courts full on summer days, this has not transferred to winning, and all matches played were lost [footnoteRef:28]. [26: Roderick Bowen Library and Archives: University Archive.   UA/SP/1/7. College Magazine 1907. p369.]  [27:  Roderick Bowen Library and Archives: University Archive.  UA/SP/1/7. College Magazine 1907. p367.]  [28:  Roderick Bowen Library and Archives: University Archive.  UA/SP/1/7. College Magazine 1907. p 374.] 

 We now have an arrangement with Queen Victoria Memorial Hall for use on Degree Day and other times for physical drill [footnoteRef:29], so fitness can still be pursued during inclement weather. [29: Roderick Bowen Library and Archives: University Archive.  UA/C/1/7 College Board Minutes. 191-18. p102.] 


  I am glad to say the Societies continue to stimulate interest. I have mentioned the Welsh Debating Society, and the English Debating Society also thrives under the Senior Scholar Mr Jenkin Jones[footnoteRef:30]. The Sunday Social met four times this year, with both Professors and Students addressing the issues of these times, and the College Temperance Meeting is also popular, gathering the largest audience ever seen in January [footnoteRef:31]. The Missionary Society heard of the work in the United Provinces of India, and the Bush Brotherhood in Australia, and we were able to collect over £11 for distribution across the missions [footnoteRef:32]. [30:  Roderick Bowen Library and Archives: University Archive.  UA/SP/1/7. College Magazine 1907. p 375.]  [31:  Roderick Bowen Library and Archives: University Archive.  UA/SP/1/7. College Magazine 1907. p 378.]  [32: Roderick Bowen Library and Archives: University Archive.  UA/SP/1/7. College Magazine 1907. p 379.] 



 We welcome the arrival of Mr Cecil Cryer,[footnoteRef:33] who was in the interesting position of overhearing, while travelling to Lampeter on the train, plans for “ragging” the new “don”[footnoteRef:34]. Although “ragging” was forbidden, some incidents continued, resulting in students to being ‘gated’ by seven pm. Penalties were lifted after a public apology was accepted by Mr Cryer and the promise to cease the practice given in October [footnoteRef:35]. [33:  Roderick Bowen Library and Archives: University Archive.  UA/D/86. Printed minutes of the College Council, 1902-13.]  [34: Roderick Bowen Library and Archives: University Archive.   UA/X/132/11 Scrapbook of Newspaper Cuttings, 1903-09. South Wales Daily News, November 4th. 1907. p153. ]  [35: Roderick Bowen Library and Archives: University Archive.  UA/C/1/7. Minutes of the College Board, 1901-18. p104.] 
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                            Fig 6. End of sanctions note by Principal Bebb.

 
 Degree Day in June started with the Holy Communion, followed by the procession to the Town Hall where conferring of Degrees took place. The luncheon was attended by the Bishops of St David’s, Bangor, Llandaff and Swansea, and then a fundraising Bazaar was held in Queen Victoria Memorial Hall [footnoteRef:36] which continued into the night with Japanese lanterns lit [footnoteRef:37]. The funds will go towards new buildings and staff, particularly an Organist and Library assistant [footnoteRef:38]. [36:  Roderick Bowen Library and Archives: University Archive.  UA/X/132/11 Scrapbook of Newspaper Cuttings, 1903-09. South Wales Daily News, Cardiff. June 28th.1907. p144.]  [37: Roderick Bowen Library and Archives: University Archive.  UA/X/132/11 Scrapbook of Newspaper Cuttings, 1903-09. Western Mail. Cardiff. December 12th. 1907. p180.]  [38:  Roderick Bowen Library and Archives: University Archive.  UA/C/1/7. College Board Minutes. 191-18. p102.] 
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            Fig 7. Degree Day                                         Fig 8. Degree Day Luncheon.
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THE GRIFFITHS SCHOLARSHIP.

At the next Scholarship examination, to be held on Wedoesds;

October 20d, the first award of a Griffithe Scholarship will be
made in the event of a qualified candidate presenting himesif.

The Scholarship will be of the annaal valoe of £30, sod will be

tenable for three years, but may be determined earlier if the
Scholar ceases to reside, or fails to satisfly the College Board in
regard to conduct and diligence.

The subjects of examination will be those of oue of the Groups

soned in the Coliege o4 will be given

0 = candidate likely to do well in an Honour Course.
The Scholarship 1 coufived to sous of Clergy bemeficed or
licensed in the Diccese of St. David's, and coe sach Scholarsbi
will be offered each year.




image5.png
ARCHITECTURE PRIZE.

IN connection with the Architeqtuml Departnflent (c))lf]r;?ti
David’s College, Lampeter, .and in t_he hopeho el;]ictectufe
~ ing the clergy who take an interest in churc a;c ey
to put on record the results of thelr studies, and o Es imt
lating others to work at the spbjects,_ Mrs. quesf vans,
of Highmead, Llanybyther, is offering a prize o fé;ﬁ’
open to anyone in Holy Orders, for the best essay on e
Architectural and Historical features of not more t/zqn lwo
Churches ™ in the district in which he may be working.

The following conditions are to be observed : —

I. The essays must be identified by a motto or nom de
Plume, and this must be enclosed in a sefarate sealed en-
velope, addressed to the Principal of St. David’s College,

who will open the envelope after the award of the judges
has been made.

2. The essays should be illustrated, if possible, by
photographs and sectional or other drawings.

3- The Prize essay shall be, if possible, printed and

published, and the copyright shall be the property of St.
David’s College.

4. The competition shall pe open to a// clergy of the
Church of England.
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Degree Day, 1907.

THURSDAY, JUNE the 27th, 1907.

8 a.m. Celebration of the Holy Comimunion, in
the College Chapel.

10.30 a.m. Morning Prayer.

11.45 a.m. Conferring of Degrees in the Town Hall.
Tickets for admission to the conferring
of degrees are necessary, except for
members of St. David’s College, who
will walk in the procession (full academ-
icals worn).

The procession will be formed at 11.30
a.m. Graduates and Licentiates will

assemble in the Quadrangle, Members
of Council in the College Hall.

I p.m. Luncheon in the College School Hall.
* Plans of seats will be found on the

College Notice Board, and outsid »
School Hall, S

tions have been sent to Graduates

completed their course in the years
0, 1901, 1902,
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BAZAAR at Lampeter in aid

AV B he
on the afternoon of Degree Day BASEE

It is proposed to hold a
of St. David's College in June, 1907,

day following.
n and neighbourhood,

help in securing the
les for sale.

promised by those in the tow
the College are invited to
contributions in money or artic

Cordial support has been
and all who are interested in
success of the Bazaar by sending

The following Stalls have been arranged (—

Lampeter Town and College Stall ¢
Mrs. Besp.

Section A. Section B.

Mrs. Evans, Taliesin House Mrs. HAvymMAN

Mrs. GrirrrTus, Mayfield Mrs. Lrovn, Vicarage
Mrs. ErnesT LLovD Mrs. LLovD-JONES
Mrs. LoriMeER THOMAS Mrs. WALKER

Mrs. WATKINS

College School Stall: County Stall :
. Mrs. Foorman Mrs. INGLIS- |ONES
Assisted by the Masters and Bovs Miss HArFORD

of the School.

O Students’ Stall :

Flower and Toy Stall :
v Mrs. Lewis, Pencarreg Vicarage

I:irs. éON,E:SY Tyssil Villa Mrs. Lewis, Silian Vicarage

M]rsss T\I:LN Mrs. LLovD- JoNES, Bettws

1 JENNIE JoNES Mrs. Evans, Llangybi
Pipe and Stick Stall : Refreshment Stall

Miss Roperick Evans Mrs. T L
's. Tom LrLovp

Miss NaNCY OweN |
iss Nancy OweN. 1 Mrs. Jones, Old Bank.

Any Contributions towards the Lampeter Town and College Stall will b
= e Wi ) e

gratefully received by Mrs. Bess and Mrs. Warker at St D wid's Coll
SREATESTE avids College
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