	Target 1 
	Engage in a wider and deeper background reading to ensure greater support from academic literature. 

	Target 2
	Use even more appropriate sources.


	Target 3
	Try to support your key messages.



The poster should be followed by a written commentary. In the commentary, explain how opportunities and challenges in a school’s community influence teaching, learning, and other aspects of the school, e.g., pupil well- being. 		
Demonstrate your understanding by referring to the ideas, concepts and literature from lectures and your Bridging experiences.

Introduction
[bookmark: _Int_HR3hUBRK]In this commentary the writer will investigate the points made in the poster above about a primary school located in Wales which will be referenced as school X.  The writer will be analysing the challenges and opportunities in the school's community explaining how it influences teaching, learning, well-being and other aspects of school life. The writer will draw upon bridging experiences, wider reading and literature from previous lectures in order to demonstrate their understanding. 


Main Body 
Firstly, school x contributes to their local community through a range of ways. It is highly beneficial that the school does this as building connections with the local community opens more opportunities for the school thus more opportunities for the learners and staff. (Gov Wales) For example, school x encourages pupils and parents to donate to the schools chosen food bank during the harvest time. The school set up drop off points within the school to make it accessible for parents. By allowing pupils and parents to donate food to the local food bank it shows the children that not everyone has the same opportunities. School x holds seasonal fetes for the local community to enjoy usually during the summertime and/or at Christmas.  School X invites the parents within the school to offer to do sessions with the children if their knowledge or profession links to the topic or curriculum. This is seen to have positive effects on children such as better behaviour, self-esteem and more confidence. (Parent Kind 2023) This allows the children and teachers to learn about new things from a more knowledgeable other. Parents and local governors are also given an opportunity to attend school trips, which can give the parents a stronger relationship to the teachers and other staff in the school. Giving them an insight to what the staff are like with their children. The school has links to the local college and often takes on students doing the Level 3 in childcare to complete their placements there. This allows the college students to network and gives them the opportunity to gain experience which they can then use later in their career. During the mornings and evenings, the school allows businesses to hire out the hall for breakfast and after school clubs. This information can be found on the website simply out of school. This generates more money for the school giving them more opportunities due to a bigger budget. The opportunities that may be generated include new equipment for the school, an educational school trip or having more budget for staff training. It also caters to the parents needs by offering an earlier drop off time and later pick up. Currently, in school x, all learners in Nursery, Reception and Year 1 are entitled to free school meals. However next year school x will be able to provide free school meals for all the learners in the school, due to the local council facilitating all the schools with free school meals for all learners in the area.
During the time of local elections, the school holds a polling station to enable the local community to vote. This allows the residents around the school easy access to be able to vote.
 
Furthermore, looking into how the school communicates effectively and maintains a strong relationship with parents. Looking at the most recent Estyn report it states ‘The school communicates effectively with parents and develops productive relationships through highly worthwhile partnership activities.’ (Estyn, 2018) Estyn report school x may 2018. This is beneficial to both parties as it creates strong and healthy relationships with parents. This enables parents to have a wider knowlegde on their childs academic progress and provide support for their child’s growth and development at home. This supports Bronfenbrenner’s Ecological systems theory which ‘posits that an individual’s development is influenced by a series of interconnected environmental systems, ranging from the immediate surroundings (e.g. Family) to broad structures (e.g culture).’ (Guy-Evans, 2023) I state above that school x uses multiple social media sites such as frequent post on twitter now known as ‘X’. The school posts updates such as school trips, any visitors that may come in, stars of the week, sporting tournaments and special days that may take place. This includes children in need, Christmas jumper day and much more. The school HWB is another place in which school X keeps parents updated on what is taking place throughout the school. A main benefit of a strong parent to teacher relationship is it allows for a holistic approach to the child's education. (Sidsel Loyche) Having a holistic approach to a childs learning is benefical because it allows the child to have attention payed to their physical, personal, social, emotional and spirtual wellbeing. (Learn sssc UK) Theorists such as Piaget referred to the holistic approach when teaching as Piaget believed that a child builds understanding through many ways including reading, exploring, listening, and experiencing their environment. (Anon, www.nwlink.com) Newsletters and information such as their Childs school trip can be found on the HWB. The parent is usually given an email and password from the school to ensure that all the information is secure and only accessible to those within the school. There is a termly newsletter that is found on the website that keeps parents up to date on things like new visitors that came into the school, staffing changes and student awards and achievements either inside or outside school. This can not only be found on the school’s website but it printed out and uploaded on the schools Hwb. In class time, to show off what the children are learning the school use the app Seesaw on the iPads. The app Seesaw has different classrooms allocated to the different year groups. At the start of the year the parent will be given an individual login for their child. This allows them to see the work that the learner is doing through continuous and enhanced provision. It also gives the parents full knowledge of where the child is at and what the Childs topic is which again, is creating a better relationship between the teacher and parent. (Julie Anne de Brun, 2022) Before the work is published on Seesaw, the teacher must approve of the piece of work and make sure that no other child is in the background of the picture or video. This is due to GDPR. 
 
Lastly, I will be investigating more in depth how the school supports learners and their parents with Additional Learning Needs. School X provides within the school intervention rooms where 1 to 1 sessions take place between the child and LSO or support staff. School X provides interventions such as Lexia, which is predominately done at home, first class maths, ELSA, language link, speech link and Smart moves. Lexia is an intervention tailored to children who struggle in their English skills. This tends to be reading, grammar and spelling. The sessions are based on the computer and mae for regular use. First class maths is tailored for children in reception, year 1 and year 2 including 30 minuet sessions 3 times a week. These sessions cover basic maths skills such as counting and division. ELSA sessions are offered to children encountering traumatic events, struggling socially or needed support. These sessions are tailored to the child’s interests. Language links is used for children aged 4 to 8 and helps with development difficulties with spoken English language understanding. The school have a wide range of educational opportunities due to the effectiveness of the interventions. A child taken on a one-to-one intervention programme can achieve up to an additional five months’ progress per pupil. (Rosie Summers, 2023) There are 23 planned and resourced speech interventions that cover common speech errors. The school provides appropriate training for the staff to carry out these interventions. With staff trained in multiple interventions, it means that they are given more opportunity to help more children with different learning needs. For the children with additional learning needs the teacher will create an individual development plan which will get altered as and when the child meets the targets set. This individual development plan gets passed up through the year groups as the child gets older for the new class teacher to see how far the learner has come and what new targets to set. It also gives the teacher and support staff an idea of where the child is at before they enter the classroom. This supports the Maria Montessori Theory. Maria Montessori believed that the best educational approach was emphasis on individualised instruction and self-paced learning. (Rockingham, Montessori School, 2022) If a learner needs hands on support all the time during school time the school will consider 1 to 1 support staff. These usually get hired through an agency. 1 to 1 support staff can be used for example, for children with autism and young children with diabetes. School X provides sufficient training for all staff within the school to help better the wants and needs of the children. For example, if there is a child in the class that has diabetes the school will not only provide a 1 to 1 but will ensure that at least one member of staff is diabetes trained. School X teachers and support staff look out for children that may have additional learning needs and will notify the parents so they then have the option to get that child tested so that they can reach their full potential and have the support that they need. 
 
Conclusion
School X demonstrates a strong relationship between the families and their local communities to accommodate the needs of pupils and parent / careers. I have gathered this information from my bridging experience and wider research. Schools must be able to have a good relationship with parents / caregivers in order for the child to reach their full potential. (Sarah Mullin, 2023)  One experience that I have taken away from my bridging day would be throughout the day a learner was continuously going against school rules after being told often by the support staff and teachers to stop. At the end of the day the class teacher made the parent / caregiver of the child aware of the behaviour. This demonstrates strong communication skills which I will want to have as a teacher. Which is backed up by the Department of Education ‘teacher with poor communication skills may course failure of students to learn and promote their academics’. (Journal of educational practice, 2017). In order for school X to improve on communication with families and their local community I would suggest the school do an assessment of communication needs. This could be done through surveys sent out via letters home or even through the Hwb. This allows the school to see where they lack and how they can strengthen the relationship between the community and families around the school. 
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