	
	
	



	
	
	



Summar Ackery 1810927
Assessment 1 – reflection on prior Learning 
 Reflecting on my creative path, I have come to realize that there is one person and a realization that came into and happened in my life that made me decide and change my direction of my creative and professional path.
 The person who saw my potential and had faith in me before I did, was my college lecturer, Eleanor Shaw back in 2011, telling me that I shouldn’t only be applying for dance schools that I should apply for drama schools also. I got into bath spa to study dance at a degree level. I fell ill and was unable to complete the course this truly broke my heart; few years fly by and I am being invited to attend a spoken word event that Eleanor had put on as she had set up an organization called People speak up. 
People speak up is and organization that gives people the chance to perform and have a podium to express themselves through spoken word, storytelling, singing and song writing. I believe this project is such an amazing opportunity for the community, and for myself as we wouldn’t have got this opportunity otherwise, as it is held in such a welcoming way, open to all ages and levels of experience and creativity. I had attended and performed in two events and got shy and realized how far out of practice I was and how little I knew about preforming on stage.
Throughout the gap of 7 years from higher education to coming to do my degree at uwtsd there have been times that I have known exactly what I am supposed to be doing but told myself no. I can't do it, it's impossible. Me making the decisions, to quit my full-time job that I had worked hard for and to come in to full time education is going to be the best decision I have ever made. I was born to express myself though my body and voice, I was born to move and be creative, there is no other way. And I have tried a lot of ways to outlet this expression and none work better than preforming arts.

                                                                             



 my soul had been trying to call out to me for years but out of fear I hushed her, out of convenience I hushed her, out of pure self-doubt, I hushed her and it all came bubbling to the surface and I couldn't ignore that urge, that fire ,that yearning to perform and be silly and to spread laughter, joy and gasps,  after years of close friends sporadically telling me to go back to university and study what you love after my college lecturer prompting me, I plucked up the courage and took the leap and rang the university and asked if the course I wanted to was available, there were spaces, and it was now or never, the sense of excitement I felt was glorious, I knew I was making the best decision of my life, I not only want to learn about this entire field of work, I want the opportunity to work and do exactly what I love. 
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