Food Works is a Sheffield based environmental organisation which I believe is contributing to Sustainable Development Goals two and twelve. I have enjoyed supporting Food Works for many years, from attending meals created from surplus waste, to now volunteering at the Market during the national lockdowns. I believe food is a great equaliser, everyone must eat, and therefore I consider it a great opportunity to inspire change and conversation around sustainability.
Sustainable Development Goal two is to ‘end hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture’ (United Nations, 2021b). In terms of ending hunger their food boxes are accessible to all, with a minimum donation of one pound. McCullen (2021), highlighted that their pre-made meals from surplus fresh food provide a nutritious alternative to standard ready meals.
Food Works also established ‘The Farm’ in 2020, and their aim is to produce ‘hyperlocal’ produce where they implement methods such as recycling their  leftovers as compost or animal feed. Local residents volunteer to ‘produce food for their neighbourhoods and the city’. Food Works (2021) considers that ‘growing more of our food locally is the single most important thing we can do to improve our food system’. This helps improve food security. The United Nations defines this as ‘when all people, at all times, have physical and economic access to sufficient, safe and nutritious food that meets their dietary needs and food preferences for an active and healthy life’ (FAO, 1983). This is because it does not rely on global supply chains. McCullen (2021) raised that we do not yet know the true impact of events such as Covid-19 or Brexit on the future of food security, and therefore emphasises the importance of local food production. 
Sustainable Development Goal twelve is to ‘ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns’ (United Nations, 2021a). Food Works contributes particularly to target three, which is to ‘by 2030, halve per capita global food waste at the retail and consumer levels and reduce food losses along production and supply chains, including post-harvest losses’ (United Nations, 2021a). Explained further in the interview, they run hubs across Sheffield which offers food boxes of surplus food. They work with businesses to prevent over twelve tonnes of food waste entering landfill per week (McCullen, 2021). 
While Food Works are doing incredibly positive, and tangible work it may be a ‘weak leverage point’ which is an intervention ‘that are easy to make but have limited potential for transformational change’ (Abson et al., 2016). McCullen (2021) raised that ‘we need to hold businesses more accountable than they currently are, for their food waste in order to actually tackle the problem’. Juniper (2014) asserts that ‘the Financial and business organisations so focused on their bottom lines must respond to what the science says’. McCullen (2021) explained that ‘I don’t think we are necessarily the answer. I don’t think we ever planned to be the answer.’ Green (2015) would support that a better world can be achieved, but ‘not with businesses as usual’. 



Link to podcast (too large to upload via moodle): https://vimeo.com/509302810 
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