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This assignment will be focusing on the roles of Teaching Assistants (TAs’) as a provider of pastoral care to students, it will be focusing on people’s views on a TA and personal experience. The role of a TA varies from setting to setting, some settings will use a TA as an extra pair of hands when presenting work and during activities, while others will simply use a TA to create supplies and change wall displays within the classroom setting. 
“TAs have two main roles: supporting children’s learning, and supporting the main class teacher.” (TheSchoolRun, 2019) Through this we can see that the role of a TA is primarily to support both the teacher and the student, however sometimes this role can be changed slightly depending on the needs of the setting. For example, some TAs might have experience with SEN, and therefore might focus more on children with SEN needs. From my own experience as a TA I have seen that TAs jobs within the setting vary from those who are involved with the presenting of work, to those who are only creating supplies and wall displays within the setting. 
TAs have often been seen as more of a parent within the classroom, due to their close working relationship with pupils. This also draws on the fact that a majority of TAs are female, and are also mothers themselves. Therefore, they understand the need for children to be nurtured in their environment, and give them support when it comes to helping them with work and encouraging them to do their best. “Whether they are washing paint pots, making materials or working one-to-one with a child, they are supporting the learning of students of the institution in which they work, either directly or indirectly through supporting the teaching” (Watkinson, Page 1, 2002)
Although teachers and TAs have different jobs, the qualifications required for each position are basically the same. Which proves that no matter what job they have, both are equally qualified to teach. Some TAs also sometimes have more qualifications than an average teacher, this is sometimes down to the setting in which they work. Because some settings might require them to have added qualifications such as those who enable them to work with children with SEN needs. Despite them having different roles. TAs and teachers have a responsibility of care to those in the classroom, as such they should work together to improve the outcome of each child”. Page.7  (UNISON, 2013)
Teaching assistants are a fundamental part of the classroom staff, they provide help and support for students and help aid the main classroom teacher. According to (Bates, 2019) “Buckley argues that a well-coordinated team will use the expertise and knowledge of its members to promote effective learning…” Page 178. Through this we can see that a well-balanced classroom depends on the teamwork of both the teacher and the teaching assistant, through this they are then able to offer a supportive environment in which students can learn, feel at ease and also progress. When students work in an environment where they can feel stimulated and encouraged by all members of staff, it helps them to be able to feel comfort and feel that they truly can succeed because of the support they feel. 
Through my own experience as a TA I’ve been able to see both sides of the argument, during my first year in the setting I was mainly given tasks such as creating wall displays, putting work in books, creating homework sheets, and organizing book bags for weekends. Through this first year I had very little interaction with the students in the classroom, this then caused me to feel like I was merely a pencil in a pot that would be used every so often. However, during my second year in the setting I worked with another teacher who felt that I could do different tasks such as, reading with the students, marking work, leading team activities, and even being an asset on school trips. This led me to feel more like a member of staff, that my skills were being noticed and that I was a valued member of the classroom team.
TA’s have been a large part of children’s’ development in a setting, because of the ratio of adults to children the TA’s and teachers are able to work together to ensure that each child reaches their milestones. Children need support to be able to succeed, some children due to their home environment aren’t able to receive that support. So the responsibility often falls to the teachers and TA’s to be able to ensure that children are able to progress and develop, which is why teachers and teaching assistants must work together to nurture children and support them in their learning. Giving them appropriate support and encouragement to help them succeed. Through the joint efforts of both the TA’s and teachers, children are more prone to succeed. In School 1 there were four sometimes five members off staff in the setting with 30 children, I found this incredibly helpful because we had divided the class into groups. This then allowed us to be able to focus more on a small group of children, during lunch time we would then discuss the strengths and needs of each individual child in our group. I found this helped a lot because it showed that although we had different roles, we all focused on the best needs of the children in the settings.
Though most TAs are valued in their setting, there are circumstances where the TAs are not valued by the teachers in their setting. Studies have shown that students only benefit from the support of TAs, when the TAs have had training in ways to support them.
“Looking at the evidence on the impact of TA support given to primary and secondary-aged children outside the class, using specific techniques and programmes to help them catch up in numeracy and literacy, most of these studies found pupils did make progress but only when delivered by TAs who had been trained in those programmes.” (Webster, 2014)
This then shows that when teaching assistants have appropriate training, they are more successful in helping children in the setting. However, this is not always the case, some teaching assistants have their own methods that do help children learn and progress. There are many instances where the tools and ideas that teaching assistants have are able to help students progress more compared to organised activities by teachers. In school 2 the teacher wasn’t able to come in due to illness, and there was no work prepared for the children. So those of us who were left in the classroom had to organise some work for the children, it was difficult but in the end we were able to create work for the children which was stimulating and also enabled them to be able to enjoy the work they were doing. It also helped me to be able to see that anyone can create work for children, because children are like sponges they are able to absorb information which will benefit them in later life.
In conclusion, TAs and Teachers are both able to stimulate and teach children. Both are capable to teach on some level, but they work best when they are together. Through writing I have been able to discover more about both sides of the argument are Teaching Assistants valuable in the classroom setting, and I have also been able to see how teaching assistants are able to provide care in multiple ways to children. Teaching assistants are key members of the classroom and without them teachers jobs would be much more difficult, due to increasing changes with procedures and policies which are being used now in schools both are key in the safeguarding and education of students. I have been able to discover that they are both essential and though one can do the job of another, through working together they are able to assist children in their development and help them to be able to succeed. Children are the future and their early education plays a key role in their development in later life, as such teachers and teaching assistants help lead them and guide them. Sometimes TAs provide care and nurturing that children don’t receive at home, which then helps them to be able to feel comforted and know that they are in a safe environment and are able to learn, grow and develop.  
This has taught me that the care that TAs give to children really does play a fundamental role in their development, because without it children would feel no need to develop or grow. Through the TAs hard work and care, children can see that they are able to make something of themselves and be people who are able to build and shape the future.
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