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Language and Literacy in the Digital Age.

Introduction.
According to Speaker, Taylor and Kamen (2004) children who are frequently exposed to a variety of stories show a better development of vocabulary and syntactic complexity in their oral language, compared to children who are not. They agree that story telling can increase attention span, listening skills, accuracy of recall, sequencing skills and fluency in their writing. Friedberg (1994, cited in Speaker, Taylor and Kamen 2004) argues that storytelling can promote expressive language development in speech and receptive language in reading and listening. Therefore, both agree that children being actively involved in story telling will support their early literacy development and expands their creative literacy. However, according to Maureen, Van Der and De (2020) supporting children’s digital literacy in today’s modern world is just as important, as the access to digital devices has increased for children and the use of phones, tablets and other digital devices has now become a daily task and such devices are now features of their daily communication. Therefore, they agree that literacy should no longer be limited to text-based reading and writing and state that children need to be skilled when handling digital devices, in order to progress in their digital literacy. 
In this assignment the three behaviours that will be discussed are oracy, storytelling and rhyme.

Oracy.
According to Lodge (2020) practitioners in education should prioritize the teaching of oracy so children can develop their own voice. She agrees that oracy is an important life skill for children to have as they need to be able to communicate with others throughout their childhood and in later life. She states that lower levels of oracy can impact a child’s life chances socially, affect their mental health and have an impact on employment later on. I believe I gave chances for children to use their oracy skills during my traditional storytelling by asking questions relating to the text and pictures, encouraging good listening skills and allowing the children the chance to ask their own questions throughout and at the end of the session. Furthermore, Welsh Government (2019) state that children who can articulate their feelings and recognise those of others will be better equipped to develop positive relationships and will become healthy and confident individuals when they are able to use those communication skills through their oracy whilst expressing themselves. However, they agree that oracy skills should be considered alongside listening, reading and writing as they co-exist to allow children to communicate effectively. During my digital storytelling session, I asked the children questions about the feelings and emotions of the characters which enabled them to consider how actions and words can affect others and helped them to realise that their behaviour has consequences. If I had more time, I would give the children a chance to say what they liked or disliked about the on-screen activity and encourage them to give reasons. I believe this meets the online behaviour and cyberbullying element in the citizenship strand of the Digital Competence Framework, where according to Welsh Government (2018) children at nursery age should be able to be increasingly independent in all of the above.
Dickenson, Morse and Snow (2019) agree that the quality of attachment relationship between a child and the storyteller can be associated with the child’s language development. They state that a warm and sensitive interaction between both parties can contribute to language growth even if the language used by the storyteller is often too complex for the child to understand, as long as the interaction engages the child as a conversational partner by, for example, asking questions, allowing discussion of answers from both parties and pointing to and discussing pictures and words. I feel that during both my traditional story and my digital story I allow the children the opportunities above and feel that the attachment between myself and the children encourages their engagement which in turn, allows for language development in oracy.
Atwal (2019) believes that adults should model ‘quality talk’ to children by modelling their own reasoning, learning and thinking out loud. He agrees that if adults’ model ‘quality talk’, it will encourage children to do the same and eliminate any anxiety or worry to do so. He also states that children should be taught the rules of how to engage in quality talk and state that they need to learn to develop the skill of becoming an active listener in order to allow for building on the ideas of others and how to hold a meaningful conversation. I believe that during my traditional and digital storytelling that I made a conscious effort to include my thoughts and thinking about the story and the characters feelings, which helped to encourage the children to get involved and share their own opinions and thoughts. I also feel that when having conversations with the children I ensure that they know its their turn to talk by pausing and giving hand gestures, such as pointing to the child, for them to know that its ok for them to go ahead and talk.

Storytelling.
According to Wilkinson (2019) the best way to share stories with children is to make it fun. She agrees that a simple and easy way to make a story fun for children is to put on funny voices for different characters or make animal noises for animals. She states that it is a good idea to get rid of distractions during stories so that children can pay their full attention to gain the most from it. She believes that reading stories from books is not just about reading the words but talking about the pictures to give them the opportunity to ask questions and make connections to the real world and using the language to describe how the book works, for example, saying “let’s turn the page” helps children to learn what a page is or pointing out full stops will help them when they come to writing skills later on. Furthermore, Burke (2019) argues that similarly, it is not enough that children solely listen to stories but to encourage their language and literacy skills, they must talk about what they have been read, give their own interpretations and explain their observations of the story. I believe that during my traditional storytelling session using the book, I used different voices for characters, encouraged children to do good listening and limited distractions. However, if I had more time, I could use more language about how the book works and the characteristics of the text, for example pointing out full stops or asking children to turn the page for me and give more chance to the children to share their own interpretations. Similarly, Hibbin (2016) states that successful storytelling involves using the imagination through the physical qualities of the spoken word such as, rhythm, rhyme, repetition, accent, pitch and tempo and the use of vocabulary, grammar of speech and the non-verbal body language such as gesture, pause and physical expression. I believe I managed this well in my storytelling as I brought the rhyming words to the attention of the children, changed the pitch and tone of my voice for different characters and used gestures, body language and facial expressions to show emotions of the characters.
Luen (2021) suggests that using puppets with children during storytelling activities can encourage them to talk and states that they can help to boost intellect and memory, enhance their imagination and creative thinking and encourage their language and communication skills. He believes that puppets help to build and strengthen children’s listening, speaking, reading and writing skills using real experiences, through enjoyable activities such as listening to and acting out familiar stories they have heard. He argues that puppetry can also encourage verbal or non-verbal teacher-child interactions, therefore can be a very useful tool especially when working alongside children who are shy or non-verbal. He says that puppets can stimulate children’s motivation, attention and interest in an activity, leading to increased communication and engagement throughout. Similarly, Bettelheim (1976, cited Cekaite and Bjork-Willen 2018) states that for a story to fully hold the attention of children, it must entertain them and arouse their curiosity but for a story to enrich a child’s life it must stimulate their imagination, help them develop and clarify emotions and suggest solutions to problems that occur for them daily. I believe I did this well as I used puppets to encourage language in my digital storytelling session, however, if there was more time again, I would revisit the story and allow the children to consolidate the language learnt by allowing them the use of puppets to act out the story themselves.
According to Strouse and Troseth (2014) when using digital stories with children, adults tend not to pause for discussions as much as they would when reading using traditional story methods such as books. Therefore, they argue that there can be a lack of engagement between children and adults when using digital stories which means that there may be less of a focus on scaffolding language and literacy skills as children will be less able to make connections between the story and the real world as they see it themselves. I feel that during my digital story this is evident as I felt that when pausing it would distract the children and take their attention away from the story during discussion. 
If I had a chance to revisit the activity with my children, I would try retelling the story using ‘Pie Corbett’ which would allow the children to memorize the story using actions for words. Using actions for words helps to give a basic understanding of the text and allows for discussion of core vocabulary whilst the reader models fluent reading whilst children join in with what they can remember whilst applying their actions to the words (Talk for Writing, 2024). 

Rhyme.
According to Crystal (2018) ‘it’s not what we say but how we say it’. He refers to how the use of tone of speech can change a sentences’ meaning to different interpretations of it and how pitch can make a difference to a sentence that is exciting or surprising and how the rate or pace of speech can vary in people especially with different accents. However, he argues that rhythm of speech is a combination of them all, and states that in order to convey rhyme the rhythm of speech has to have certain pace, loudness and pronunciation of words so that the rhyming words can be heard by children. I believe I used rhythm of speech well in my traditional storytelling to ensure the children could hear the rhyming words in the story, I did this by pronouncing the words with exaggeration. 
Read et al. (2014) believes that books that rhyme can help children to remember exact words compared to books that do not rhyme and agree that listening to rhyming stories can help to improve children’s memory and word retention. Therefore, agree that rhyming stories can help to strengthen children’s vocabulary. Furthermore, they state that by using rhyming books with children it can enable them the chance to predict certain words that come next, before they are read out. During my traditional story I believe that I could have given more chance to the children to predict the rhyming words to develop their rhyming skills further. 
According to Prosic-Santovac (2015) the repetition of a nursery rhyme or a rhyming story can prove to be enjoyable to children which can help to assist with their memory of words and language development and in turn allows the use of the language orally. I chose to use The Gruffalo for my traditional story as it consists of repetition and rhyme so I was aware that I could give the children the chance to develop their language and literacy skills by scaffolding and exaggerating the repetition of the story which allowed the children to mentally predict what may happen next in the story. 

Conclusion.
In conclusion, it is evident that there are many ways to develop children’s language and literacy skills using both traditional story methods such as books and digital stories. These include things such as using rhyming books, using puppets to tell stories, using intonation and facial expressions when reading to convey emotion and allowing children the chance to discuss and express what they have seen or listened to from the story. It is important to remember that in the modern world children need to be increasingly digitally literate to allow them to stay up to date with the changes that occur in digital devices and how often that children will need to use a digital device more as time progresses. It is also important to remember that listening, oracy, reading and writing are all linked and therefore, can not be taught separately. Activities promoting oracy, reading and writing will all help to develop children’s language and literacy skills, whether it’s a traditional style of story or a digital style.  
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