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AIM(S)

· To explore the relationship between the conservation of natural areas and outdoor education.
· To analyse national and international conservation history and the changing approaches to protecting natural areas. 

LEARNING OUTCOMES

By the end of this module students should be able to:

· evaluate the concepts and the links between biodiversity, conservation and sustainability and outdoor education;

· identify and analyse the variety of different benefits provided by natural areas and resources; 

· discuss the threats damaging and destroying natural areas; 

· evaluate the changing roles and responsibilities of individuals, organisations and governments in  conserving species and habitats;

· differentiate and analyse the different approaches to conservation; 

· evaluate the role of outdoor education in conserving natural areas. 

CONTENT

· Conservation theory: The Romantic-Transcendental Conservation Ethic-Henry David Thoreau, Ralph Waldo Emerson, John Muir; The Resource Conservation Ethic-Gifford Pinchot; Land Conservation Ethic-Aldo Leopold.

· The role of human beings in nature: ecocentric vs. technocentric; deep ecology; sustainability.  

· The concept of biodiversity:-from genes to landscapes-measuring the immeasurable; the concept of wilderness and intervention when conserving sites; preservation vs. conservation and managing for increased biodiversity.

· Biodiversity value: important use values (economic and service) and non-use values (bequest, option and intrinsic); the benefits and constraints of conserving nature for outdoor recreation.

· History and development of conservation in Britain: changing attitudes and values towards conservation; role and responsibilities of non-governmental organisations (e.g. Natural Trust, RSPB and Wildlife Trusts), statutory agencies (e.g. Countryside Council for Wales, Natural England and Environment Agency) and national government.  Outdoor recreation and education- the future path for conservation and sustainability awareness.  Significant Life Experiences and experiencing nature. ESDGC ideals and practice. 

· In situ and ex situ conservation strategies: botanical gardens and zoos; the concept of key conservation sites and the 1977 Nature Conservation Review; designated sites in Britain (e.g. SSSIs and NNRs); sites designated under international legislation (e.g. SACs, Ramsar sites).

· Earth Summit, Rio 1992 and the Biodiversity Convention: underlying principles of the UK Biodiversity Action Plan; current partnership approaches to biodiversity conservation; education and raising awareness at the heart of the Biodiversity Action Plan and future conservation

· Effectiveness of legislation protecting habitats and species in Britain: The National Parks and Countryside Act, 1949; The Wildlife and Countryside Act, 1981; CROW Act, 2000; what is the implication of legislation for outdoor recreation? 

· Outdoor Education, Environmental Education, and Education for Sustainability - different approaches to the same end?

· The course work and activities during the module will provide an opportunity for students to achieve the John Muir Award.

ASSESSMENT

Course work






100%

Assignment 1 (2000 words)




60% 

Report - Exemplar 

Undertake a period of volunteer work in a conservation allied area.  

Produce a report describing the work undertaken and reflecting on the experience.

Assignment 2 






40% 

Seminar Presentation 
Produce a seminar presentation that helps the audience understand the natural features and sustainability issues at the site where you undertook your volunteer work (10 minutes).
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