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Introduction to the Module
What is Archaeoastronomy?

1) As a discipline, it is the study of how people "have understood 
the phenomena in the sky, how they used phenomena in the sky, and 
what role the sky played in their cultures." (Sinclair 2006:13). 
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What is Archaeoastronomy?

1) As a discipline, it is the study of how people "have understood 
the phenomena in the sky, how they used phenomena in the sky, and 
what role the sky played in their cultures." (Sinclair 2006:13). 

2) The term can also be used to stand for the celestial phenomena, 
how they were used and their role in a given culture, i.e. a 
knowledge set and its practice.
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Introduction to the Module
What is Archaeoastronomy?

1) As a discipline, it is the study of how people "have understood 
the phenomena in the sky, how they used phenomena in the sky, and 
what role the sky played in their cultures." (Sinclair 2006:13). 

2) The term can also be used to stand for the celestial phenomena, 
how they were used and their role in a given culture, i.e. a 
knowledge set and its practice.

Ruggles warns about considering it the study of ancient astronomy 
(1999:155), since astronomy is a modern science.
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Introduction to the Module
What is Archaeoastronomy?

Definition above too broad and dismissive of archaeoastronomy’s focus 
on the material elements of cultures (but would it apply to Cultural 
Astronomy?)
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What is Archaeoastronomy?

Definition above too broad and dismissive of archaeoastronomy’s focus 
on the material elements of cultures (but would it apply to Cultural 
Astronomy?)

I suggest: 

Archaeoastronomy is the study of how people "have understood the 
phenomena in the sky, how they used phenomena in the sky, and 
what role the sky played in their cultures" through the study of their 
material remains.

Tuesday, 12 February 13



Introduction to the Module
What is Archaeoastronomy?

Definition above too broad and dismissive of archaeoastronomy’s focus 
on the material elements of cultures (but would it apply to Cultural 
Astronomy?)

I suggest: 

Archaeoastronomy is the study of how people "have understood the 
phenomena in the sky, how they used phenomena in the sky, and 
what role the sky played in their cultures" through the study of their 
material remains.

This parallels Archaeology: “the study of people through their 
material remains” (Drewett 2011:1). And complements the 
approaches of Ethnoastronomy (through ethnography) and History 
of Astronomy/Astrology (through the study of literary sources).

Tuesday, 12 February 13



Introduction to the Module
Celestial Alignments

Newgrange(on(Winter(Solstice

Tuesday, 12 February 13



Introduction to the Module
...not just about alignments

Ice(Age(art

Puebloan(art
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Introduction to the Module
...not just about the ancient world

Calendar(Buildings
Georgia(Guidestones
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Introduction to the Module
Different Approaches
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Introduction to the Module
Different Approaches
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Introduction to the Module
Different Approaches

Experimental
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What to expect from this module?
Introduction to the Module
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What to expect from this module?
Introduction to the Module

Learn(the(movements(of(
the(Sun,(Moon(and(Stars

How(to(use(a(compass(to(
tell(where(a(celestial(object(
will(rise(on(a(given(date
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What to expect from this module?
Introduction to the Module

Learn(how(to(plan(and(
conduct(Gieldwork

How(to(draw(on(
archaeological(evidence(to(
support/reject(an(argument
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What to expect from this module?
Introduction to the Module

Worldwide(
Case(Studies
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Weekly Structure
Introduction to the Module

Week ThemeTheme

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

Introduction to ArchaeoastronomyIntroduction to Archaeoastronomy

Method and TheoryMethod and Theory

Celestial Mechanics and FieldworkCelestial Mechanics and Fieldwork

Case Studies

Prehistoric Europe

Case Studies

Americas

Case Studies AsiaCase Studies

Classical and Medieval

Case Studies

Oceania, Polynesia and Modern

Student PresentationsStudent Presentations
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Required Reading
Introduction to the Module
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Assessment
Introduction to the Module
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Assessment
Introduction to the Module

1.(One(1500(word(assignment((20%(of(total(marks)
Write&a&critical&review&of&the&recent&debate&over&the&interpretation&of&Chankillo,&Peru,&
between&Iván&Ghezzi,&Clive&Ruggles&and&Kim&Malville.&The&two&works&to&read&are:

•! Ghezzi,& I& and& C& Ruggles& (2011)& “The& Social& and& Ritual& Context& of& Horizon&
Astronomical& Observations& at& Chankillo.”& In& C& Ruggles& (ed)& “Oxford( IX”(
International(Symposium(on(Archaeoastronomy.(Proceedings(IAU(Symposium(No.(
278,&pp.&144R53.

•! Malville,& K& (2011)& “Astronomy& and& Ceremony& at& Chankillo:& an& Andean&
Perspective.”& In& C& Ruggles& (ed)& “Oxford( IX”( International( Symposium( on(
Archaeoastronomy.(Proceedings(IAU(Symposium(No.(278,&pp.&154R61.

You&should& read& the& guidelines&on&writing& critical& reviews&on& the&MA&CAA&General&
Information&page.&You& should&critically& evaluate& the&writers’& arguments&and& views&
and&should&refer&to&other&literature&in&the&Yield&(Yive&or&more&works,&as&a&guide)

DUE(DATE:(MARCH(17th
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Assessment
Introduction to the Module

2.(One(3500(word(assignment((80%(of(total(marks)
A& research& project& within& the& subject& area.& You& may& take& one& of& the& following&
approaches:
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Assessment
Introduction to the Module

2.(One(3500(word(assignment((80%(of(total(marks)
A& research& project& within& the& subject& area.& You& may& take& one& of& the& following&
approaches:

•& Literary&or&ethnographic&approach:&analyse&debates&in&the&theory&or&history&of&the&
discipline,&or&modern&attitudes&to&sites&with&archaeoastronomical&signiYicance;
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Introduction to the Module

2.(One(3500(word(assignment((80%(of(total(marks)
A& research& project& within& the& subject& area.& You& may& take& one& of& the& following&
approaches:

•& Literary&or&ethnographic&approach:&analyse&debates&in&the&theory&or&history&of&the&
discipline,&or&modern&attitudes&to&sites&with&archaeoastronomical&signiYicance;

•& Comparative&approach:&select&two&regions&of& the&world&where&archaeoastronomy&
has& been& investigated.& Compare& and& contrast& cultural& differences& and/or& research&
styles&that&led&to&different&or&similar&expressions&of&archaeoastronomy;
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Assessment
Introduction to the Module

2.(One(3500(word(assignment((80%(of(total(marks)
A& research& project& within& the& subject& area.& You& may& take& one& of& the& following&
approaches:

•& Literary&or&ethnographic&approach:&analyse&debates&in&the&theory&or&history&of&the&
discipline,&or&modern&attitudes&to&sites&with&archaeoastronomical&signiYicance;

•& Comparative&approach:&select&two&regions&of& the&world&where&archaeoastronomy&
has& been& investigated.& Compare& and& contrast& cultural& differences& and/or& research&
styles&that&led&to&different&or&similar&expressions&of&archaeoastronomy;

•& Fieldwork& approach:& investigate& the& likelihood& of& celestial& alignments& at&
prehistoric& or& sacred& site(s).& Separate& guidance& will& be& posted.& If& you& choose& this&
approach,&you&will&have&to&provide&a&literary&justiYication&and&context.

Tuesday, 12 February 13



Assessment
Introduction to the Module

2.(One(3500(word(assignment((80%(of(total(marks)
A& research& project& within& the& subject& area.& You& may& take& one& of& the& following&
approaches:

•& Literary&or&ethnographic&approach:&analyse&debates&in&the&theory&or&history&of&the&
discipline,&or&modern&attitudes&to&sites&with&archaeoastronomical&signiYicance;

•& Comparative&approach:&select&two&regions&of& the&world&where&archaeoastronomy&
has& been& investigated.& Compare& and& contrast& cultural& differences& and/or& research&
styles&that&led&to&different&or&similar&expressions&of&archaeoastronomy;

•& Fieldwork& approach:& investigate& the& likelihood& of& celestial& alignments& at&
prehistoric& or& sacred& site(s).& Separate& guidance& will& be& posted.& If& you& choose& this&
approach,&you&will&have&to&provide&a&literary&justiYication&and&context.

•& Experimental& approach:& using& simple& tools& and& materials,& test& one& theory&
regarding& how& a& given& culture& measured,& observed,& marked& and/or& experienced& a&
particular&astronomical&event.&
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Assessment
Introduction to the Module

2.(One(3500(word(assignment((80%(of(total(marks)
A& research& project& within& the& subject& area.& You& may& take& one& of& the& following&
approaches:

•& Literary&or&ethnographic&approach:&analyse&debates&in&the&theory&or&history&of&the&
discipline,&or&modern&attitudes&to&sites&with&archaeoastronomical&signiYicance;

•& Comparative&approach:&select&two&regions&of& the&world&where&archaeoastronomy&
has& been& investigated.& Compare& and& contrast& cultural& differences& and/or& research&
styles&that&led&to&different&or&similar&expressions&of&archaeoastronomy;

•& Fieldwork& approach:& investigate& the& likelihood& of& celestial& alignments& at&
prehistoric& or& sacred& site(s).& Separate& guidance& will& be& posted.& If& you& choose& this&
approach,&you&will&have&to&provide&a&literary&justiYication&and&context.

•& Experimental& approach:& using& simple& tools& and& materials,& test& one& theory&
regarding& how& a& given& culture& measured,& observed,& marked& and/or& experienced& a&
particular&astronomical&event.&

Your& research&project&and&title&MUST&be&approved&by&your& course&tutor,&and&we&will&
provide&suggestions&for&additional&reading&in&your&chosen&area.&Your&initial&step&will&be&
to&complete&the&Research&Proposal&Form.
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Assessment
Introduction to the Module

2.(One(3500(word(assignment((80%(of(total(marks)
A& research& project& within& the& subject& area.& You& may& take& one& of& the& following&
approaches:

•& Literary&or&ethnographic&approach:&analyse&debates&in&the&theory&or&history&of&the&
discipline,&or&modern&attitudes&to&sites&with&archaeoastronomical&signiYicance;

•& Comparative&approach:&select&two&regions&of& the&world&where&archaeoastronomy&
has& been& investigated.& Compare& and& contrast& cultural& differences& and/or& research&
styles&that&led&to&different&or&similar&expressions&of&archaeoastronomy;

•& Fieldwork& approach:& investigate& the& likelihood& of& celestial& alignments& at&
prehistoric& or& sacred& site(s).& Separate& guidance& will& be& posted.& If& you& choose& this&
approach,&you&will&have&to&provide&a&literary&justiYication&and&context.

•& Experimental& approach:& using& simple& tools& and& materials,& test& one& theory&
regarding& how& a& given& culture& measured,& observed,& marked& and/or& experienced& a&
particular&astronomical&event.&

Your& research&project&and&title&MUST&be&approved&by&your& course&tutor,&and&we&will&
provide&suggestions&for&additional&reading&in&your&chosen&area.&Your&initial&step&will&be&
to&complete&the&Research&Proposal&Form.

DUE(DATE:(JULY(7th
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Let the journey begin!
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