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The primary source investigated here are words translated, by lip-reading, from Clay at Ypres, the Geoffrey Mallins film shot in France in 1916 and re-recorded for the new documentary called They Shall Not Grow Old. In They Shall Not Grow Old voice-over actors repeat the words of the British soldiers originally filmed and narratives recorded in 1964 BBC interviews, which are added from old soldiers who revealed memories of their wartime service in France. 

In this essay the 1916 spoken words are reported from They Shall Not Grow Old, created in 2018 by Peter Jackson who used the spoken truths of soldiers to increase the impact and historical value of the film. 
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[footnoteRef:1] [1:  They Shall Not Grow Old (2018) <https://www.imdb.com/title/tt7905466/?ref_=adv_li_tt> [accessed 10 November 2019].] 

The Guardian explains that Peter Jackson made ‘They Shall Not Grow Old, to… mark…. Remembrance Day commemorations... (for) the 100th anniversary of the armistice….in 1918’.[footnoteRef:2] The BBC suggest the reason for Peter Jackson doing this was partly personal as ‘his grandfather, Sgt William Jackson, fought in the conflict’. [footnoteRef:3]   [2:  Luke Buckmaster, The faces are unbelievable': Peter Jackson on They Shall Not Grow Old (2018) <https://www.theguardian.com/film/2018/nov/10/the-faces-are-unbelievable-peter-jackson-on-they-shall-not-grow-old> [accessed 8 November 2019].]  [3:  Will Gompertz, Will Gompertz on Peter Jackson's WWI film They Shall Not Grow Old (2018) <https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/entertainment-arts-45910189> [accessed 9 November 2019].] 
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                         Sergeant William Jackson[footnoteRef:4] and his grandson Peter Jackson[footnoteRef:5], both at similar ages [4:  Will Gompertz on Peter Jackson's WWI film]  [5:  , The Hobbitt Movie: Fan site (2009) <http://the-hobbitmovie.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/06/peter-jackson-hobbit.jpg> [accessed 10 November 2019].] 


Jackson senior was an Old Contemptible who joined-up in 1910. He was wounded at the Somme but recovered to fight at Passchendaele’ and he won a ‘Distinguished Conduct Medal’ at Gallipoli. Although Jackson senior survived the war, he died from his injuries and would be ‘one more forgotten (war) hero…. if it wasn’t for the grandson he never met’.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Michael Buerk, How was They Shall Not Grow Old made? Peter Jackson reveals the extraordinary technology behind his First World War film (2018) <https://www.radiotimes.com/news/tv/2018-11-11/they-shall-not-grow-old-peter-jackson-world-war-one-movie-how-was-it-made/> [accessed 9 November 2019].] 


The 1916 Mallins documentary was shown in cinemas across Britain and in the first six weeks of release, twenty million people were estimated to have seen it. We cannot accurately estimate how many people have seen They Shall Not Grow Old because it was released in many different formats but the films value today is £19M which guesstimates a viewing of perhaps 38M people worldwide, this would have astounded Mallins.[footnoteRef:7] The original film was shown to increase awareness of the action taking place in the First World War, with reality, prejudice and memory thrown in for accuracy. The 2018 film did more than commemorate the war, it provided good historiography and good cinema which film reviewer, Curtis Medina, summed-up as to  ’honor those who fought and more accurately depict this historical moment in world history’.[footnoteRef:8] [7:  , They Shall Not Grow Old (2018 Re-release) A documentary about World War I (2018) <https://www.boxofficemojo.com/release/rl184976897/> [accessed 10 November 2019].]  [8:   Curtis Medina, They Shall Not Grow Old (2018) Storyline (2018) <https://www.imdb.com/title/tt7905466/?ref_=adv_li_tt> [accessed 10 November 2019].] 


This essay concentrates on the depiction in They Shall Not Grow Old of the men and events of the Somme in 1916.  The film, impersonally, does not name the men who spoke about their experiences of the battlefield, for example, by saying ‘your nose is full of the fumes of war’ and ‘my romantic ideals of war totally vanished’ [footnoteRef:9] and in 1916, the cinema viewer of the Mallins film would have been unaware  of battlefield conditions. The early twentieth century historian W.H. Dawson wrote late in 1916 ‘since August….1914 England has…broken with her past and entered an entirely new epoch in history’.[footnoteRef:10] Soldiers of the Great War faced mechanised warfare and the machine gun created horrors not previously been seen. Arthur Marwick tells us ‘What people at home heard of fighting man’s war was only a confused murmur’ because they ‘knew of the statistics on the dead…but not (of) … the sordid filth of trench life’.[footnoteRef:11]  [9:  'They Shall Not Grow Old, dir. by Peter Jackson (Warner Brothers, 2018).]  [10:  Arthur Marwick, The Deluge: British Society and the First World War, 1978 edn (London : MacMillan Press, 1965), p. 135.]  [11:  The Deluge, p. 135.] 


Many First World War propaganda and military recruiting films, showed war as a glorious event but They Shall Not Grow Old shows real-life on the Somme with latrines, trenches and death. In The Deluge Marwick shows the patriotism of 1914 saying ‘people gathered in Trafalgar Square… waving Union Jacks’ but  from Blighty we learn in later war years that enthusiasm for the war reduced and he says  ’The group-dynamics of cinema going proved an immense boon to morale’ which shows how British people gathered together to draw strength from their common cause. [footnoteRef:12] [footnoteRef:13] [12:  The Deluge, p.31]  [13:  Gerald J. Degroot, Blighty (Harlow: Pearson Education Limited, 1996), p. 242] 


The German Military Historian, Dennis Showalter, in King and Kaiser, tells us about the German Army aim to ‘transform worst-case expectations with best-case possibilities’ because they had ‘no hope of matching.…rivals in sheer number’[footnoteRef:14]. In They Shall Not Grow Old the British troops spoke with pity for young German soldiers who were forced to fight, and one battle hardened British soldier speaks with regret ‘we killed [German] lads of eighteen who’d never seen action before’ and another soldiers says that ‘some Germans thought we should be fighting with them against the French’ which demonstrates there was confusion all round about who and why the war was being be fought.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   [14:  James Showalter, The Home Front and War in the Twentieth Century: Proceedings of the Tenth Military Symposium – King and Kaiser, USAF Academy 1982, ed. by James Titus, Charles E. Cleveland and others (Washington: United States Air Force Academy, 1882), p. 36.] 


Conclusion
Although some purists have queried whether Jackson should have colourised old images in They Shall Not Grow Old it seems that because he is not producing in colour ‘a film that was intentionally made in black and white for artistic reasons’ but this documentary that might have ‘been made (in colour) ….if colour film had been available’ in the years of First World War.[footnoteRef:15] For twenty-first century audiences, a colour film with speech and sounds is more gripping and understandable than an old black and white silent movie, and from my personal point of view, I will watch They Shall Not Grow Old repeatedly, because it is a valuable source of information about the First World War, the men who fought it, and the implications and influence brought to future economic, political, military and social developments. [15:  The Guardian, The Faces are Unbelievable.] 
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