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Disambiguation
[bookmark: _Hlk117874338]The term Tuatha Dé Danann refers to the mythical race of beings in Irish mythology who were supposed inhabitants of Ireland during the pre-Christian period. Although one is tempted to define them as merely deities or gods and goddesses, these terms do not accurately illustrate the complexities of these entities. Characterised as immortal beings who were the possessors of magical abilities, the Tuatha Dé Danann were said to be exempt from the effects of ageing and illness. As in many pseudo-histories and mythological traditions, our Tuatha Dé Danann are depicted almost as an idealised form of humanity.[footnoteRef:1] They form the basis of the pagan belief system commonly referred to as ‘The Old Religion’ and was practised during Ireland’s druidic age. Irish folklore dictates that the descendants of the Tuatha Dé Danann still inhabit Ireland and walk among us, known as the Sidhe or the Aos Si. It is said that they dwell both in fairy forts as well as in the Otherworld, but still seek to interact with humans.[footnoteRef:2]  [1:  R.A Stewart Macallister, Lebor Gabála Érenn: The Book Of The Taking Of Ireland, Vol. I, 1st edn. (Dublin: Educational Company of Ireland, 1938), p.87.]  [2:  James Mackillup, A Dictionary Of Celtic Mythology, 1st edn. (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1998), p.134.] 


Etymology and Origins
The phrase is in Old Irish and can be broken down into three segments. The first ‘Tuatha’ refers to tribes or peoples. The second word ‘Dé’ can mean both ‘one who is worshipped’ or a ‘supernatural entity’. However, in many texts it is also used more specifically to mean ‘gods and goddesses, deities.[footnoteRef:3] Finally, ‘Dannan’ is used to specify that these people originate from, or are the children of Danu, who is the Mother Goddess of the Celts. She is also named as Anu in Old Irish.[footnoteRef:4] The name itself means ‘divine waters’ and was used throughout the ancient Celtic world. The remnants of this are still visible within many European river names, the most notable being the Danube.[footnoteRef:5] The sum of these parts therefore translates to ‘Children of the Goddess Danu’. The existence of a link between Celtic languages and Sanskrit is widely acknowledged. This is particularly significant considering that Danu herself is also a Hindu goddess, who is predominantly worshipped within the Balinese tradition of Hinduism, where she is known as Dewi Danu (Dewi or Devi meaning goddess).[footnoteRef:6] In the Vedic texts (written around the first millennium BC), we find reference to the Danavas, who were also a race of people known as the children or sons of Danu.[footnoteRef:7] Her story is told in the Rigveda, the oldest of the Vedas, where she is described as the embodiment of ‘primeval, divine or heavenly waters’.[footnoteRef:8]  [3:  Geoffrey Keating, Foras Feasa Ar Éirinn: The History Of Ireland, ed. By David Comyn and P.S. 
Dinneen (4 vols, London: Irish Texts Society, 1902-1914), p.44.]  [4:  Peter Berresford Ellis, The Mammoth Book Of Celtic Myths And Legends, 3rd edn. (Philadelphia: Running Press, 2008), p.7.]  [5:  Peter Berresford Ellis, The Mammoth Book Of Celtic Myths And Legends, 3rd edn. (Philadelphia: Running Press, 2008), p.8.]  [6:  June McDaniel, ‘A Modern Hindu Monotheism: Indonesian Hindus as ‘People of the Book’’. The Journal of Hindu Studies, Vol. 3, Issue 1 (2013), Oxford University Press. doi:10.1093/jhs/hit030. Accessed on 21/10/22.]  [7:  Manchán Magan, Thirty-Two Words For Field, 1st edn. (Dublin: Gill Books, 2020), p.214.]  [8:  David Kinsley, Hindu Goddesses: Visions Of The Divine Feminine In The Hindu Religious Tradition, 1st edn. (Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass, 1987) p.17.] 

Significance in Mythology and Pseudo-history
[bookmark: _Hlk117874553]Arguably the most important source in Irish mythology is the ‘Leabhar Gabhála na hÉireann’ or in English, the Book of Invasions (also referred to in Old Irish as ‘Lebor Gabála Érenn’). It can be summarised as an attempt to chronologise the spiritual origins of the Irish people and those who inhabited their land.[footnoteRef:9] While we are aware today that the narrative put to us in this text is fictitious, Dáithí Ó hÓgáin tells us that they were "accepted as conventional history by poets and scholars down until the 19th century".[footnoteRef:10] With regard to both the Tuatha Dé Danann and the Leabhar Gabhála na hÉireann, it is virtually impossible to comprehend one without the other. The Book of Invasions is the source from which we can glean most about this mythical race; not least because of the scarcity of written texts pertaining to pre-Christian Ireland and the pagan belief system that existed there. It serves to chart the saga of the Tuatha Dé Danann through their arrival, reign and demise as rulers of Old Ireland. In The Mammoth Book of Celtic Myths and Legends, Peter Berresford Ellis puts to tome our first image of these “Ever-Living Ones”. He accompanies us into the ancient past, where the land is described as a “great void”, into which “from the dull, dark heavens, there came a trickle of water. First one drop, then another and another, until finally, there gushed a mighty torrent down upon the earth. The divine waters from heaven flooded downwards and soaked into the arid dirt, cooled the volcanoes which turned into grey, granite mountains, and life began to spring forth across the Earth. The dark, reddened skies grew light and blue”.[footnoteRef:11]  [9:  Mark Williams, Ireland's Immortals: A History Of The Gods Of Irish Myth, 1st ed. (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2016) p.28.]  [10:  Dáithí Ó hÓgáin, Myth, Legend & Romance: An Encyclopaedia Of The Irish Folk Tradition, 1st edn. (Upper Saddle River: Prentice Hall Press, 1991). pp. 296. ]  [11:  Peter Berresford Ellis, The Mammoth Book Of Celtic Myths And Legends, 3rd edn. (Philadelphia: Running Press, 2008), p.25.
] 


Bibliography
Macallister, R.A Stewart, Lebor Gabála Érenn: The Book Of The Taking Of Ireland, Vol. I, 1st edn. 
(Dublin: Educational Company of Ireland, 1938), p.87.

Mackillup, James, A Dictionary Of Celtic Mythology, 1st edn. (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1998), 
p.134.

Keating, Geoffrey, Foras Feasa Ar Éirinn: The History Of Ireland, ed. By David Comyn and P.S. Dinneen 
(4 vols, London: Irish Texts Society, 1902-1914), p.44.

Berresford Ellis, Peter, The Mammoth Book Of Celtic Myths And Legends, 3rd edn. (Philadelphia: 
Running Press, 2008), p.7.

Berresford Ellis, Peter, The Mammoth Book Of Celtic Myths And Legends, 3rd edn. (Philadelphia: 
Running Press, 2008), p.8.

McDaniel, June, ‘A Modern Hindu Monotheism: Indonesian Hindus as ‘People of the Book’’. The 
Journal of Hindu Studies, Vol. 3, Issue 1 (2013), Oxford University Press. doi:10.1093/jhs/hit030. Accessed on 21/10/22.

Magan, Manchán, Thirty-Two Words For Field, 1st edn. (Dublin: Gill Books, 2020), p.214.

Kinsley, David, Hindu Goddesses: Visions Of The Divine Feminine In The Hindu Religious Tradition, 1st edn. (Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass, 1987), p.17.

Williams, Mark, Ireland's Immortals: A History Of The Gods Of Irish Myth, 1st ed. (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2016), p.28.

Ó hÓgáin, Dáithí, Myth, Legend & Romance: An Encyclopaedia Of The Irish Folk Tradition, 1st edn. (Upper Saddle River: Prentice Hall Press, 1991), p. 296.

Berresford Ellis, Peter, The Mammoth Book Of Celtic Myths And Legends, 3rd edn. (Philadelphia: Running Press, 2008), p.25.

