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Poverty as an educational barrier
Poverty is a widespread issue that affects millions throughout the world, poverty is not just situated in third world countries as the stigma previously lead people to believe. Poverty is happening within every country and continent affecting a large proportion of the population in several different ways. 
Poverty as stated by (Chen, 2023) is
‘Poverty is defined as the state or condition where people and communities cannot meet a minimum standard of living because they lack the proper resources. These include (but aren't limited to) financial resources, basic healthcare and education, clean drinking water, and infrastructure.’
The link between poverty and education can sometimes be forgotten about, but the link between the two is absolutely crucial in order for individuals to have a chance of getting themselves out of the poverty cycle. Education plays a vital role in ensuring that people have the basic knowledge and understanding required to carry out daily tasks and skills that will aid in finding them employment. If unable to find employment due to a poor or no level of education, then individuals and families as a whole struggle to improve their living situations and as a result will likely become stuck in a cycle of poverty. 
The poverty cycle is when an individual is stuck in poverty with no apparent way of escaping due to a cycle of things that have a knock on effect back to the other one. If a individual does not receive a standard level of education or better then they may not have the basic skills to that they may need to get themselves employment. The lack of employment then means that they will not have the finances needed to be able to afford a home, to maintain bill payments, to buy suitable clothing and shoes, to be able to eat and drink nutritious meals and this will all have a knock-on effect to the individuals health and wellbeing, if this is not maintained then they may not be physically or mentally well enough to participate in education or work if given the opportunity and they then become stuck in the cycle of poverty with no end in sight. 
While each country's educational standards and curricula may vary, if poverty is an obstacle it will have a negative impact on every student's academic career.  Affecting them both inside of the educational setting and in their personal and home life. This can be another form of a poverty cycle and the negative affects that are linked to poverty being an educational bar
[bookmark: _Int_dywuWS6i][bookmark: _Int_YKfnfU4M]Education varies throughout the world and from one country to the next education can look completely different. Some countries have an education system that is funded by the local government, yet others must find the funding for their education themselves. This leaving the families who find themselves in poverty, at times in a position where they have to choose between proving the basic essentials or an education for them or other family members. 
(Leichti, 2020) started that,
‘Human rights are rights inherent to all human beings, regardless of race, sex, nationality, ethnicity, language, religion, or any other status.’
The right to an education is a right that every human has, everybody should be able to engage in a positive educational journey but unfortunately for many individuals this is not the case. Due to inconsistencies throughout the continents and the fact that many countries all over the world do things in their own manner there is no universal consistency and more disadvantages countries and even poverty stricken areas in more advanced countries can be forgotten and left in this same cycle. 
It is vital that awareness is spread regarding these issues and about poverty in general, as the more information and widespread knowledge there is, the bigger chance of changes being made for the better. 
Throughout the United Kingdom there is poverty, and many different types of people may be affected by it in different severities. There are two main types of poverty, these being absolute and relative poverty. 
Absolute poverty is when an individual is living in extreme derivation. This meaning they are trying to live whilst facing issues such as no safe food and water, no access to sanitation or safe housing and shelter. Their clothing may not to be suitable to their conditions and they have no or very limited access to education, opportunities and information. 
‘The United Nations defined absolute poverty as. “a condition characterised by severe deprivation of basic human needs, including food, safe drinking water, sanitation facilities, health, shelter, education and information.’ (Pettinger, 2019)
[bookmark: _Int_EcStS0Vm]Relative poverty within the United Kingdom is when a household receives less than 50% of the average household within the United Kingdom. This usually means that they are use able to afford the basic essentials needed and some families may not even be able to provide the basic, especially with the rising cost of living. Relative poverty is being seen throughout and can affect individuals from all different parts of the country. 
If child/children are suffering through poverty, then this can cause a knock-on effect linked to their education and learning experience. If a child is unable to afford things such as school trips, books on world book day or treats in the school fates then this will begin to exclude them, and they will be linked to poverty by their peers and teachers around them. However, some families may not be able to afford the optional parts linked to education as discussed above and may also not be able to afford the essentials linked to education. This meaning some families might not be able to afford proper uniform, dinner money or snack money and this can then have a very damaging effect on the child as they will begin to feel singled out and their self-esteem and value may suffer from feeling inferior to those surrounding them. 
If children are being excluded from opportunities and involvement throughout their educational journey this can go against their human rights and can cause detrimental effects for all involved. 
Within the educational setting teachers and other professionals that are linked to the educational setting should all be working together and striving to promote inclusion and equal opportunities for all. This will then help towards increasing participation levels, encourages achievement and promotes well-being throughout the school. Inclusion should be thought of as a constant driving force that can only go forward, never back and this will help to eliminate discrimination due to issues such as poverty and will provide all with the same access to opportunities. 
According to (UNESCO, 2022)
‘Despite significant progress in the last decade, millions are still denied their right to education and learning opportunities continue to be unequally distributed. Globally, one in five children, adolescents and youth, are entirely excluded from education. Poverty, location, gender, language, disability, ethnicity, religion, migration or displacement status are among factors that continue to dictate and limit opportunities’
[bookmark: _Int_JvOMDEtb][bookmark: _Int_PZyxrkdp]There are a number of things that educational settings can do in order to help support the individuals within their care and their families. Training can be made available for members of staff to participate in, this training would focus on how to appropriately support low-income families that they engage with throughout the setting. This training would help to ensure those families were not left to struggle alone and that the staff could do measures to help them with any issues they have that is linked to poverty. Whether this be help them with information on food banks, provide other essentials if in their means and to be there for the family in an appropriate yet understanding and supporting manner. 
Within Wales there is a high number of families in poverty, this can be due to families living in rural areas with limited access to employment and other opportunities that could benefit them. A report done in 2023 has shown that throughout Wales there are currently more than one in four children who live in poverty.
(Phillips, 2023) States that,
‘According to the data, almost 28% of children in Wales are living in poverty after housing costs. The report also revealed 80% of children in poverty live in working households (before housing costs) in Wales.’ 
[bookmark: _Int_7xpDOhTj]There are however, steps that the Welsh Government are putting in to place to try and help support those families who are living in poverty throughout Wales. Over previous years there has been grants created and used to help those struggling with the rising cost of living crisis. 
Some of the grants that have been created and impel tent through the Welsh Government are the School Essentials Grant, the Pupil Development Grant (PDG) the Early Years Pupil Development Grant (EYPDG) as well as children being able to receive free school meals if they meet the specific criteria. 
The school essentials grant was created to help low income families with the cost of school essentials. This being costs such as uniform, school equipment such as PE kits, bags, coats and things such as pencil cases and lunch boxes. Learners within primary school age if provided the grant will receive £150 towards costs and if the child is of secondary school age they will receive £200. Each family is allowed to apply for one grant per child for the current school year and the grant can be given to children from reception class age through to the end of secondary school. (GOV.WALES, 2023)
The Pupil Development Grant, otherwise known as the PDG is another grant that helps benefit pupils within Wales. It is a grant that can be given to educational settings such as home schools, nurseries and pupil referral units to help with engaging children in education and to encourage them to be active learners. PDG financing aims to improve the academic performance of kids and teenagers from low-income homes. It accomplishes this by lowering the obstacles that stand in their way of realising their full potential. Additionally, it is given to looked after children (LAC)or children who have had prior care. The PDG is a crucial tool for achieving the Welsh Government's goal of raising standards and expectations for everyone. The Pupil Development Grant is for children aged between five and fifteen, is has eight key points that they try to encourage through the use of this grant. The key points are as follows:
· high-quality learning and teaching
· Health and wellbeing 
· Community Focused Schools
· high aspirations supported by strong relationships
· Early childhood education and care
· Curriculum for Wales and qualifications
· supporting post-16 progression
· Leadership
(Gov.Wales, 2023)

The Early Years Pupil Development Grant is part of the previous grant previously outlined, but this grant was created for younger learners aged between three and four years old who attend nurseries or schools within Wales. This grant is very similar to the previous and has its own ways of being used in order to support the children. The grant is provided to help with speech, language and communication, physical development and the child's emotional and social development. Both the Early Years Pupil Development Grant and the Pupil Development Grand provide the educational setting with £1,500 per child that they care for within the setting. (Gov.Wales, 2023)
Another grant that the Welsh Government can provide to learners is the Free School Meals Initiative. This is where the child or children whose family claims one of the following can be provided with free school meals within their educational setting. The criteria that the family must meet in order to receive the free school meals is to be receiving benefits from 
· Income Support
· income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
· income-related Employment and Support Allowance
· support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
· Child Tax Credit (as long as you don't also get Working Tax Credit and your annual income is £16,190 or less before tax)
· the guaranteed element of Pension Credit
· Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit
· Universal Credit - your household earnings must be less than £7,400 a year after tax. This does not include any income from benefits. (Gov.Wales, 2023)

Within Wales free school meals are currently being transitioned, from previously being for children based on their financial situation to all children within the school. They are still going currently going through the transition and are starting with the youngest year groups first and then going up through the year groups. 
By the Welsh Government implementing this it ensures that all children, whether they live in relative poverty or not will be provided with a meal that they can consume during their time in the educational setting. This helping families who do live in relative poverty reduce the amount of money that they will be spending on the food shop. 
Poverty has become such a profound issue within the United Kingdom and other countries throughout the world today. Within the United Kingdom children and adults alike can receive many benefits as well as free health care that can help families struggling in poverty. Within Wales especially there is a big emphasis on helping with healthcare by providing free appointments as well as treatments such as prescriptions, whereas in other places throughout the United Kingdom they do not receive free prescriptions. 
Due to the recent rise in the cost of living crisis and many families feeling the effects of this more now than ever the Welsh Government is doing what they can to help struggling families who are living in relative poverty. They have created a poverty action plan to help best tackle poverty for families throughout Wales.
The Welsh Government's Tackling Poverty Action Plan and Annual Report use a broader range of statistics to assess the results of low-income households. Focused on education, health, housing, and skills, these indicators reflect the policy levers at the Welsh Government's control. Between March 2022 and March 2023, the Welsh Government has provided £1.6 Billion to helping individuals and families who are struggling through poverty and the cost of living crisis. They have also implemented a council tax reduction scheme as well as a warm homes scheme that has been created  and given to those who meet the criteria. These schemes helping to lower bills and providing money off gas or electric bills for lower income households. 
The Welsh Government is making good forward strides in being able to tackle poverty throughout Wales. However, a lot more needs to be done within Wales and throughout the world as there is still a large amount of individuals and families throughout the world that are living in relative or even absolute poverty. There needs to be ever increasing strides taken in order too try and tackle poverty head on as it is such a big issue for millions of people. 
Conclusion 
Although there is good knowledge, understanding and progress being made surrounding poverty as being an issue to many throughout the world, as well as poverty being an educational barrier to many individuals throughout the world there is still not enough being done to tackle the issue. It is a devastating issue that affects individuals, families and communities and effects not only individuals mental and physical health but can also breach their human rights. Poverty in general is an ever going issue that needs to be tackled as well as poverty becoming an educational barrier for millions of learners. (Gov.Wales, 2023) 
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