
Case Studies for Question A of the portfolio. Choose 1. 

Case Study 1
Joanna is a 4 year old girl who has recently started in your reception class. As a teaching assistant you have built a good relationship with her and found her to be  happy, outgoing, confident and independent young girl. However, over recent weeks, you have seen a change in her behaviour. She has been quiet, clingy and reluctant to leave your side. She is also reluctant to take her jumper or cardigan off even though it is very warm weather. This morning, when she reached across you for some glue, you noticed some bruising on her body, near her ribs. When you ask Joanna about the bruises she gets upset and doesn’t say anything. Consider how you might deal with this situation with regards to recognising and reporting concerns. 

Case Study 2
Ben is a 6 year old boy in your year 1 class. He has a brother in year 4. As his teacher, you have known him to be a quiet boy but eager to please and is progressing with his learning. During the last month, you have noticed that Ben is coming into school with dirty clothes on, often unwashed and hasn’t brushed hair or teeth. You have also noticed that he seems to be very hungry, always taking more than one piece of fruit at snack time and eating it quickly. Yesterday you caught him going in to another child’s sandwich box and taking his sandwiches. When you asked him about it, he got upset but told you that mummy didn’t go shopping this week. Consider how you might deal with this situation with regards to recognising and reporting concerns.

Case Study 3
Lucy is a 2 years and 4month old girl who has been attending your day nursery for only 2 weeks. She attends the setting every day. She settled quite quickly into the setting. Mum and dad always drop Lucy off, mum seems to be very quiet and dad does all the talking. Lucy has been toilet trained since she was 2 according to dad. Yesterday, Lucy visited the toilet several times and complained that it was painful. When you mentioned this at the end of the session, Dad told “she is just playing games”. Today, you could hear Lucy crying from the toilets and when you went in to see what was wrong, she was naked from the waist down. There was some discharge from her private parts and they were very red. I asked her is anything had happened and she said that daddy had told her “it was their secret”. Consider how you might deal with this situation with regards to recognising and reporting concerns.





