Module Code: ECEY5004
Word Count:2185
Student Number:2501895

[image: ]
Module Code: ECEY5004
Assignment title: Language and Literacy in the Digital Age

Student Number: 2501895
AI Acknowledgement: I confirm that I have not used any AI tools in the research and creation of this assignment. I confirm that I have not presented any AI generated materials as my own work. I confirm I have copies of my drafts, notes and other resources I used, which I may be asked to provide in evidence.











Part 1:
ECEY5004 The Gruffalo.MOV

ECEY5004 The Snail and the Whale.MOV

Snail and the Whale.pdf




Part 2:
In the first part of my assignment I read two stories written by Julia Donaldson and illustrated by Axel Scheffler, The Snail and the Whale and The Gruffalo. Both storytelling experiences allowed me to demonstrate my communication skills and consider how the impact of storytelling can support children’s language, oracy and literacy as well as their imagination and their cognitive development. Storytelling from pre-birth to seven is vital for children’s language and literacy development, BBC (2013) state that during pregnancy babies can become familiar with parents voices this helps a child to develop early listening skills. From birth sharing stories and picture books encourages children to new sounds and words, Fysh L (2025) states that stories improve a child’s oracy by helping develop their listening and speaking skills, whilst children listen to stories this develops new vocabulary and sentence structures. In Indrayantiy et al (2026) believes that storytelling supports reading development by building on language skills and cognitive structure. introducing books and illustrations help children to recognise patterns and rhymes this allows children to recognise letters and develop children’s imagination. through activities like storytelling children can begin to develop fine motor skills and learn to communicate through letters and pictures this can be done by retelling stories.
The use of props and puppets
During my storytelling session to the children, I used props which were crotched characters from The Gruffalo. I had the Gruffalo, snake, owl, fox and the mouse these puppets helped the children to see the characters in the book be brought to life. it helped me demonstrate the interactions between the characters and making the events of the book more engaging. I used the characters alongside my own expressive facial expression and the changes in the tone of my voice to portray the characters feelings and their actions. I adapted how I used the resources according to each narrative in the Gruffalo the puppets helped communicate to the children the mouse’s encounters with the other animals and the suspense created by the descriptions of the Gruffalo. 
 
Umezawa (2024) believe the usage of props or puppets help children understand the story in different ways. Its natural for children to listen to stories but by bringing the characters to life it can be more exciting and real, it can also help children connect words to visual representations, this can support a child’s vocabulary development a child’s listening comprehension as well as their imagination and memory. Illinois (2025) state that toys can provide opportunities to encourage oracy skills, as children can identify characters, they can describe the characters appearances as well as discussing the characters feeling and to help retell the story, for example the crotched mouse in The Gruffalo can help children explain how such a small mouse can overcome such big challenges. Resources can also support early reading and writing as children can use the animals to retell and make the events in real life. Children could make activities out of the characters by drawing them labelling the Gruffalo and his spikey purple back or use the characters but make their own stories up. This shows that storytelling doesn’t have to just be listening, but it can be creative and open minded. Weisleder and Fernald (2013) believe that early language development highlights the importance of meaningful interactions and the exposure of vocabulary on children. Puppets and toys can provide a practical way of learning this can support children to discuss and manipulate. It can help children think outside of the box and to improve their language and comprehension.
BSA (2026) state that Piaget (1952) theory of cognitive development helps explain how children using puppets and toys in storytelling help construct a meaning of the book. Children can connect characters and events of the story into their own knowledge and then can begin to retell the story, In the snail and the whale the contrast of the tiny snail and the large whale may encourage some children that size doesn’t determine someone’s ability and this can be brought into a lot of different things such as race disability.
Gowrie (2022) states that Vygotsky’s approach on sociocultural theory explains how the enabling adult can support children during learning. Whilst I used the toys and showed how the characters behaved, this helped encourage the children to what was happening in the book. During the story I provided opportunities for language development through going over words. If a child struggled to retell the events then hopefully using the toys would prompt them participant more confidently. Wilson and Devereux (2014) believe that Bruner’s idea is that seeing structured support can help learners completer a task they might initially find difficult and by having and demonstrating with the toys this can help children to retell parts of stories as well as allowing them to do so independently.
Although toys or puppets may be great at supporting stories, Shirtliffe (1997) states that puppets can be a distraction to children and that too many resources that are introduced can be a big distraction to the story. Whilst I didn’t use puppets in snail and the whale I do believe that the crocheted puppets in The Gruffalo were particularly useful for representing the mouse’s encounters and the conversation that were head to show the suspense and the humour to the children.
 
 
Using Expressive storytelling and questions to develop literacy.
When telling both stories I focused a lot on the changes in my tone as well as facial expressions and gestures to help communicate the characters emotions and make the story engaging. I adapted my facial expression to the events of each story using a suspenseful approach with The Gruffalo when the mouse was going through the forest, I made aware that this could be very challenging and brave. When reading Snail and the Whale I made sure I emphasised on the journey that the snail had taken with the whale and how the relationship between the two grew stronger through the book.
Whilst reading both stories I made sure that there were opportunity for the children to think about the events of the book as well as the characters they came across. During the Gruffalo I narrated as how the mouse had outsmarted the other animals in the forest and even the Gruffalo and how the size of the mouse didn’t affect his quick thinking. Whilst in the Snail and the whale I focused on how the small snail helped such a big whale from being stuck on the sand and how he thought outside of the box to rescue the whale.
Aspire (2025) believe that expressive storytelling can help children interpret meanings from the changes in the tone of a voice to the pace even down to the facial expressions. by having facial expressions, it communicates the emotions and can highlight key events of the story to the children. BBC (2024) support those facial expressions help a child’s listening as well as their comprehension and can help children understand relationships between different characters. Michael (2007) believes that questioning is  very important in storytelling as it encourages children to listen and recall information, it can help children to predict the stories ending. By me asking question to the children on the snail’s actions this can help encourage children to think about friendships as well as relationships. Vaish (2013) states questions supports a child’s oracy by encouraging children to explain and expand their ideas and to listen to different perspectives. Speaker et al (2004) states that storytelling can provide a meaningful context for purposeful learning as a children encounter language. Speaker et al (2004) states the effects of interactive reading on a young child’s language can help with listening as well as recall. On the other hand Abrams (2023) states that some questioning could be seen as to frequent and may affect the enjoyment of the stories some question could be difficult for children to answer. this is why it is vital that a balanced approach allows children to listen whilst I the storyteller can provide questioning at the appropriate time.
Piaget’s (1952) theory helps explain how children develop understanding by relating new knowledge to old existing knowledge. In The Gruffalo I enhanced that the children could connect the mouse’s action to their problem-solving skills and imagination just like the mouse. in the snail and the whale, I emphasised the snails action to try and connect it with the children actions helping their friends.
Vygotsky’s theory shows the importance of the interaction between myself and the children and how carefully chosen questions and prompts can provide support for children withing their zone of proximal development.  This is seen when I asked the children how the whale became stranded and how the Whale felt.
Aslan Altan (2022) state there are many limitations to questioning, in expressive storytelling it may maintain a child’s attention, but they may not understand the deeper meaning. This could be seen when a child gives a short answer to questions example without understanding or developing a deeper reasoning therefore, it is important to consider the quality of the child’s response and maybe try a different way of demonstrating understanding. The two stories I chose offered different opportunities for discussion. The Gruffalo was suitable for prediction and humour as well as the mouse’s problem-solving skills and quick thinking. Whereas the Snail and the Whale offered more opportunities to discuss friendships, cooperation and the consequence if the whale did become stranded. Comparing these stories helped me see that questioning helps reflect on themes and the events of a book, and how it helps children’s language and their comprehension as well as their intellectual skills.
 
Using Digital Resources to Develop Digital literacy and creative thinking
Whilst using the book on The snail and the whale I also incorporated a digital aspect into my storytelling activity. Having a digital resource provides an additional way of presenting and exploring the narratives of the book. I used digital images as well as pictures from the book to help represent the different backdrops in The Snail and the Whale. having both a book and a digital resource it is allowing the story to be explored through different forms of communication. Having the digital element of a PowerPoint allowed me to story tell and for the children to see pictures clearer. I believe that the digital elements of my storytelling complemented the story as I could show the pictures on a bigger screen for the children to see the story well.
Having digital elements can be important in storytelling as it allows children to see stories in a different light. Healey (2026) sees digital literacy as a communication tool, it involves more than watching a screen, having digital tools allows stories to be communicated. Having me narrate and having digital pictures behinds can provide additional ways for children to understand a story. When reading The snail and the whale it was easier for the children to see a visual representation of the environment from the book and to see the images enlarged. Digital resources can provide opportunities to develop reading and writing as activities can be made from having digital pictures children could sequence the story and label the pictures, these activities can expand a child’s oracy and literacy. This is also develops a child’s cognitive and intellectual skills can also be developed when children choose images they are making the choice of what image to choose as well as making a decision on what order to put it in.
Smedley (2018) believes that multimedia learning can be combining words and relevant images can support children’s understanding information. Smedley (2018) states that Mayers(2009) cognitive theory of multimedia learning explains how learners process verbal and visual information through different channels. This is relevant to digital storytelling as meaningful images can help children understand the events.
Piaget’s theory is relevant as children can relate images of the sea to their experiences of animals and how animals live in different environments. Bruner’s theory highlights how working on the narrative of the story and scaffolding it with digital elements can support children’s learning. Having the PowerPoint with me whilst storytelling helped the children to see a beginning a middle and an end. Children can then use this to retell stories as well as developing their own version of the stories or making completely new ones.
Takacs et al (2015) state that one limitation of digital storytelling is that children can be distracted easily by technology rather than concentrating on the story. It also may be an issue for children who need adaptions therefore digital literacy should be used when appropriate. I believe that when using the slide it was useful and complementing to my storytelling I believe it added visual representations for the children I believe it also can support language and literacy as well as children’s cognitive development.
To conclude Storytelling supports children’s language, literacy and oracy as well as their imagination. Through The snail and the Whale and The Gruffalo having expressive voices and facial expressions has helped and encouraged children to build on their English language.
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