Leigh Cowham                                          2602186                                                                      HPHI7016
Powis Castle Estate

Powis Castle, probably founded by Owain Cyfeiliog c. 1170, is a medieval Welsh stronghold situated just outside the border town of Welshpool, Powys. By the mid-thirteenth century, Owain’s grandson Gruffudd ap Gwenwynwyn took control, establishing himself as the Lord of Upper Powys. In 1274, the Prince of Wales, Llywelyn ap Gruffudd of Gwynedd, destroyed the castle, but Gruffudd later regained possession after exile by 1277, and the castle was rebuilt c. 1300. The building and lordship were passed down through the heiress Hawise to Sir John Charlton in 1309, whose family retained ownership for over a century. The National Trust acquired ownership of the castle and its estate in 1952, from George Herbert, the fourth Earl of Powis, upon his death on 9 November 1952 at the age of ninety. 

Search method

I started out with a visit to Powis Castle, where I asked volunteers about the building’s history and heritage. I cross-referenced these details for validity against what I collected online (see background source list). For the archival sources I used the National Library of Wales and The National Archives Discovery’s catalogues. Search terms used consisted of Powis Castle, Powis Castle Estate, Gruffudd ap Gwenwynwyn, and Ystrad Marchell Charters. This gathered several hits. The National Library of Wales catalogue was especially as it holds a large archive: Powis Castle Estate Records 13–20th centuries. The National Archives search also corroborated some of the sources from the National Library of Wales using digitised petitions. I collected and reserved several items to read via the National library of Wales’s reading room in person on 21 October 2026. These were mainly charters and estate records: grants, a marriage settlement, and a defeasance of a bond. The Montgomeryshire Collections (vol. 81) also pointed me to an additional source: Spurgeon’s 1966 article on the castles of Montgomeryshire. This was useful for double-checking dates and connections of the archival sources. 



Background sources

Coflein (RCAHMW)
· Powis Castle, NPRN 29858[footnoteRef:1] [1:  https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/29858 (accessed 12 October 2026)] 

· Lady’s Mount, NPRN 306954[footnoteRef:2] [2:  https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/306954 (accessed 12 October 2026)] 


Cadw
· Powis Castle, listed building 7746 (Grade I)[footnoteRef:3] [3:  https://cadwpublic-api.azurewebsites.net/reports/listedbuilding/FullReport?lang=en&id=7746 (accessed 12 October 2026)] 


National Trust
· History of Powis Castle[footnoteRef:4] [4:  https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/wales/powis-castle-and-garden/history-of-powis-castle (accessed 12 October 2026)] 


Dictionary of Welsh Biography
· Thomas Jones Pierce, ‘Gruffydd ap Gwenwynwyn’[footnoteRef:5] [5:  https://biography.wales/article/s-GRUF-APG-1286 (accessed 12 October 2026)] 


Montgomeryshire Collections (Welsh Journals, NLW)
· Arnold, vol. 81 (1993),[footnoteRef:6] [6:  https://journals.library.wales/view/1264487/1270928/100 (accessed 22 October 2026)] 

· Spurgeon, vol. 59 (1966)[footnoteRef:7] [7:  https://journals.library.wales/view/1264487/1267131/6  (accessed 22 October 2026)] 










Archival Material

Aberystwyth: National Library of Wales
Consulted in person, NLW reading room 21 October 2026

Ystrad Marchell Charters
· GT14 (gift by Gwenwynwyn, 1190/1)
· GT50 (confirmation of sale by Gwenwynwyn, [1206x1215])
· GT51 (gift by Gwenwynwyn, [1206x1215])
· GT53 (sale by Gwenwynwyn, 1207)
· GT62 (gift by Gwenwynwyn, 1215)

Powis Castle Estate Records
· 12018 (defeasance of a bond, 1341)
· 16235 (grant to Bromfield Priory, c. 1300)
· 16257 (marriage settlement, 1314)

London: The National Archives
Consulted online as digitised images via Discovery

· SC 8/41/2037 (petition of Cwmhir Abbey, c. 1309–18)[footnoteRef:8] [8:  https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C9062243 (accessed 12 October 2026)
] 

· SC 8/223/11105 (petition of John de Charlton, 1383)[footnoteRef:9]  [9:  https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C9334665 (accessed 12 October 2026)
] 

	· SC 8/280/13997 (petition of Griffith de la Pole, c. 1307–1313)[footnoteRef:10] [10:  https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C9517948 (accessed 12 October 2026)
] 





