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“There has never been a document of

culture which is not simultaneously one of

barbarism. And just as it is itself not free

from barbarism, neither is it free from

the process of transmission, in which it

falls from one set of hands into another.

The historical materialist [i.e. Marxist

historian] thus moves as far away from

this as measurably possible. He regards

it as his task to brush history against the

grain.”
- Walter Benjamin, Thesis VII, ‘On the Concept 

of  History’ (1940)
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John Ball in c. 1470 manuscript of  Jean Froissart's Chronicles






