Navigating Archives
(and Beyond)
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The Lure of the Archive

“I am 1n the
arcades”’

ARCHIVE

- Walter Benjamin (1892 —

1940, pictured on previous
slides) letter to Theodor Adorno
while conducting archival
research at Bibliotheque
Nationale, Paris




PART ONE: ‘DECONSTRUCTING’ RESEARCH PROJECTS

PART TWO: ARCHIVES RECAP

PART THREE: BEYOND THE (PHYSICAL) ARCHIVE

PART FOUR: THINKING CRITICALLY ABOUT ARCHIVES
(possibly next week)



PART ONE:
‘DECONSTRUCTING’ RESEARCH PROJECTS

¢ Janet E Burton, 'Authority and Conflict at the Cistercian Abbey of Strata Florida,' Welsh
History Review/ Cylchgrawn Hanes Cymru, 29/3 (2019), pp. 377-407.

& Alexander Scott, "The "Missing Link" Between Science and Show Business: Exhibiting
Gorillas and Chimpanzees in Victorian Liverpool,' Journal of Victorian Culture, 25:1
(January 2020): 1-20.

¢ Harriett R Webster, ' The Annals of Dunstable Priory: From Living Memory to Written
Record in a Thirteenth-Century Textual Community,' Journal of Medieval Monastic Studies 9

(2020), pp. 147—173.



https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/pluginfile.php/425683/mod_resource/content/1/Welsh%20History%20Review%20June%202019.pdf
https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/pluginfile.php/425308/mod_resource/content/1/Scott%2C%20Alexander%20%282018%20%29%20-%20Missing%20Link%20between%20Science%20and%20Showbusiness%20revised%20script.pdf
https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/pluginfile.php/425299/mod_resource/content/1/Harriett%20Webster_GREEN%20%281%29.pdf

® What 1s historiography
(anyway)?



HISTORIOGRAPHY

‘The history of history’

The ways in which history has been written about and interpreted by
historians

The theories, methods and approaches used by historians to research the
past

The interpretive, theoretical and methodological debates that historians
engage in



‘DECONSTRUCTING” RESEARCH PROJECTS

Janet E Burton, 'Authority and Conflict at the Cistercian Abbey of Strata Florida,' Welsh History Review/Cylchgrawn
Hanes Cymru, 29/3 (2019), pp. 377-407.

Alexander Scott, "The "Missing Link" Between Science and Show Business: Exhibiting Gorillas and Chimpanzees in
Victorian Liverpool,' Journal of Victorian Culture, 25:1 (January 2020): 1-20.

Harriett R Webster, ' The Annals of Dunstable Priory: From Living Memory to Written Record in a Thirteenth-Century
Textual Community,' Journal of Medieval Monastic Studies 9 (2020), pp. 147—173.

¢ What can you say about the articles from an historiographical
standpoint?

& What types of historiographical debates do the articles engage in?
& What ‘types’ of history might the articles be examples of?

¢ What research methods and approaches may have been used in their
composition?


https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/pluginfile.php/425683/mod_resource/content/1/Welsh%20History%20Review%20June%202019.pdf
https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/pluginfile.php/425308/mod_resource/content/1/Scott%2C%20Alexander%20%282018%20%29%20-%20Missing%20Link%20between%20Science%20and%20Showbusiness%20revised%20script.pdf
https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/pluginfile.php/425299/mod_resource/content/1/Harriett%20Webster_GREEN%20%281%29.pdf

‘DECONSTRUCTING” RESEARCH PROJECTS

& How do you think the authors actually did the research that led to
these publications

® What insights might these articles provide about the research
process?

& Is a research project ever ‘complete’?



‘DECONSTRUCTING” RESEARCH PROJECTS

& What types of primary source which you can identify in the
articles?

& What archives can you i1dentify as having been used in the
composition of the articles/chapters?

¢ What online sources can you identify as having been used 1n the
composition of the articles/chapters?



Is a research project ever ‘complete’?

“Glimpses of would-be gorillas eventually became commonplace
enough for ‘a stuffed gorilla 1n a naturalist shop’ to be the subject of a
painting at a Liverpool fine art exhibition in 1879.24

.2 Mercury, 15 May 1879, p. 8. The painting was by Augustus Edwin
Mulready. See Nicholas Daly, The Demographic Imagination and the
Nineteenth-Century City: Paris, London, New York (Cambridge: Cambridge

University Press, 2015), pp. 132-146.”

(From Scott, ‘“Missing Link,”’ p. 6)



Maritime Spaces, Shows, and the Nineteenth-Century City

Friday 12 April 2019 | University College Cork | Call for Papers
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What's my artworth? ~ Auction Records Research Art Buy/Sell OurServices  &Logout My Account
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Quick Facts What's my art worth?

Get Alerts Cha Price Related Artists

Auction Lot Details for

Back to previous page

Condition: Crazing to paint in darker areas, also canvas has a join on the left from top to bottom, has
been done before the sketch was painted. Needs cleaning and re-framing.

Lot Note(s): signed and dated '78, also signed and dated verso
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PART TWO:
ARCHIVES RECAP



DEFINING ‘THE’ ARCHIVE

& What 1s an archive (anyway)?

®How many of you have been to a
physical archive before? What types
of places are archives?



DEFINING ‘THE’ ARCHIVE

& What are some of the key distinctions
between how professional archivists
‘officially’ use the term ‘archive’ and some of
the ways 1n which the phrase 1s used 1n
everyday parlance?



THE ARCHIVAL PROFESSION

What distinguishes the following:
®Public Records

®Official Records

®Ecclesiastical Records

®Deposited Records?



THE ARCHIVAL PROFESSION

& Who decides what public records get
kept and why?

& What closure periods or embargoes exist in
relation to public records?



CLOSURE PERIODS

& 30 years for public and official records
& 50 years for ‘personally sensitive records’

& 75 years for ‘personally sensitive information about persons
under 21’

& 100 years for ‘confidential information’ e.g. the census returns



PUBLIC RECORDS RELEASES
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uk/details/r/C11918866

See also:

understand,

Margaret Thatcher Foundation

https://www.margaretthatcher.org/ el e

promisi ar such as
BVEeNn more

hter economic

o

only on 1

not ¢

ow uphill,

L



https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C11918866
https://www.margaretthatcher.org/
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Staying COVID-19 Secure in 2020

We confirm we have complied with the government’s
guidance on managing the risk of COVID-19

o FIVE STEPS TO SAFER
WORKING TOGETHER

We have carried out a COVID-19 risk ass ment and

shared the results with the people who work here
[ ) [ )
We have cleaning, handwashing and hygiene procedures
I e S e a I ‘ ! 1 I I O ‘ ’ 1 n line with guidance

We have taken all reasonable steps to help people work
from home

We have taken all reasonable steps to maintain a 2m

°
l lme : ; ; distance in the workplace
[ ]

Where people cannot be 2m ap: ve done everything
practical to manage transmi

The National Archives jate 29 June 2020
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Operations Director
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Beyond the Physical Archive:
Newspaper Collections

MOST COMPREHENSIVE (AND USEFUL FOR 20®-CENTURY RESEARCH)

¢ https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/ (personal subscription required)

USEFUL FOR 19%-CENTURY RESEARCH
& British Library Newspapers via UWTSD

& Welsh Newspapers online via National Library of Wales — become a member (online-only
option available)

USEFUL FOR 21s-CENTURY RESEARCH
¢ Newsbank via UWTSD

Also: New York Times has an excellent user-friendly archive available to subscribers


https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/
https://go-gale-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/ps/dispBasicSearch.do?userGroupName=walamp&prodId=BNCN
https://www.library.wales/visit/before-your-visit/readers-ticket
https://infoweb-newsbank-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/iw-search/we/Homepage?p_action=doc&p_theme=current&p_nbid=T52A54HJMTYwMjE1NjIwMC41NDU2NDc6MToxNDoyMTIuMjE5LjYxLjIxMA

National Library of Wales — Digital Collections

View Manuscripts

Go back in time and walk in the footsteps of our ancestors through these digital versions of some of the Library's greatest treasures.

Read through some of the most important and influential manuscripts in Welsh hi y. From the laws that shaped the Wales of the
middle ag iring zines created by W ar during the Second World War.

it into four broad peri [ ease o ' ¥ 800), The Middle Ages (c. 800-1500), Early
}, Modern Period (c.

yncus Papyri (NLW MS 4738D) 3 ancient Egyptian fragments of papyrus (113 AD-4th cent.)
The Middle Ages
Laws of Hywel Dda, Black Book of Carmarthen, The Battles of Alexander the Great...
Early Modern Period
Elis Gruffudd's Chronicle, History of the Gwydir family, Early tourists...
Modem Period

Register of criminals, Dylan Thomas and the map of Llareggub, Prisoner of war camp magazines...

https://www.library.wales/visit/before-your-visit/readers-ticket



https://www.library.wales/visit/before-your-visit/readers-ticket

National Library of Wales — Manuscripts
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https://www.library.wales/discover/digital-gallery/manuscripts/the-middle-ages
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https://manuscrits-france-angleterre.org/polonsky/en/content/accueil-en?mode=desktop

Vatican

o

Vatican Support

DIGIVATLIB Library  Digitization

DIGITAL COLLECTIONS ONLINE CATALOGUES ABOUT
AT

Vatican Library

Search and discover collections

https://

digi.vatli
b.it/

Vat.lat.3225 Urb.lat.1 Vat.lat.3773

Latest Digitized Materials



https://digi.vatlib.it/

Bodelian Library, University of Oxford

[LogOn]

& https://digital.b

Odlelan_ OX. ac.u1< RECENT SEARCHES
/ ) 4510434

— NARROW YOUR SEARCH Shelfmark: Balliol College

BA

. - Title: Fons memorabilium uniuersi
Collection ¢ : Ly (Partl)

Creators: Bandin
[author]

Contributors: VWerken
Theodoricus [scribe]

Date: 1444-1448
Place of origin: [Cologne]
Languages: Lafin

Description:

Latin, here in a set of fi

possibly from an eriginal si
(lacking Part V Book i). Made for

of Ely. during his travel
Germany and ltaly. The
Balliol College MS 238A | Fons memorabilium Balliol College MS 238B | Fons memorabilium scribes and illuminators, perhaps
uniuersi (Part 1) uniuersi (Parts Il and Ill) wiorking largely at Cologne. di

i nt tional range of influenc
R ey Bendinl Domenico fathiod Dutch,fafan, English, even

Spanish. Nluminated initials and

borders sometimes include Gray's
.11 (360) .11 (442) coat of arms_ | Continued in MSS

B-E. | Decoration: The first line

of each chapter in large omamental

letters, often run into the margin

with heavy scroliwork, sometimes

enliv

Red headings, capitals in red and

blue. Each book has a handsome

initial in gold and colour.

onal foliage and pi

Language

Latin (1723) initial (the lion re
vellum | Hand: Good
B.

th his library to
Balliol College. | Additional
Information: Mynors catalogue

uk/Ancient!
llege MS 238C | Fons memorabilium Balliol College MS 238D | Fons memorabilium
uniuersi (Part IV, Book uniuersi (Part IV, Books...



https://digital.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/

Parker Library at Corpus Christ1 College,
University of Cambridge

HOME CURATED FEATURES™ BROWSE ABOUT

UnNIVERSITYQFIC AMBRIDG

\lf | Corpus Christi College

https://parker.stanfor
d.edu/parker/

Page-level Details Bibliograp
10127 ITEMS 5863 ITEMS.

special topics
S



https://parker.stanford.edu/parker/

Modern Record Centre, University of Warwick

WARWICK
The Library » Modern Records Centre

About us

The Modern Records Centre, founded in
October 1973, is the main British repository
for national archives of trade unions and
employ rganisations, and

strong tions relating to

fringe political parties and transport.

Find out more about our holdings
Find out how to use the Centre

Explore our guides fo common research

subjects - including sources for family_history

https://war
wick.ac.uk/s
ervices/libra
ry/mrc/arch
1ves_online/
archivesonli
ne/



Library of Congress
& https://www.loc. llnnnnvgggéggms

oov/collections/

Digital Collections

@ Featured Content

Refine your results

Subject

COLLECTION COLLECTION COLLECTION COLLECTION

10th-16th Century Aaron Copland Abdul Hamid Il Abdul-Hamid I
Liturgical Chants Collection Collection Collection of Books and
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https://www.loc.gov/collections/

FIFTY-FIRST

ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE COMMITTEE

External Resources

oF 3

CITY OF LIVERPOOL,

FOR THE YEAR ENOING 31§t Decesprr, 1903,

& https://www.bi = -
odiversitylibrar o | i
y.org/

®www.archive.or
g

GENERAL VIEW OF THE MAMMALIAN GALLERY.

Figure 1. Gorilla and primate specimens in Liverpool Museum Mammalian Gallery, Fifty-First
Annual Report of the Committee of the Free Public Museums of the City of Liverpool (Liverpool:
C. Tinling, 1904 ). Biodiversity Heritage Library <https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org

y /
<

bibliography/12565#/summary> [accessed S May 2019].


https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/
http://www.archive.org/

PART FOUR:
THINKING CRITICALLY ABOUT
ARCHIVES
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&Are libraries
and archives
‘neutral,
apolitical
spaces’?;



POLITICS OF ARCHIVES

®What political issues might be involved in, or related to,

archiving and archives?

® What political, economic or technological issues might

impact upon archives and their contemporary status?



ARCHIVES AND INFORMATION CONTROL

“We fight for access to the labs where we can retouch photos
and rewrite biographies and history.”

Milan Kundera, The Book of Laughter and Forgetting (1978)

“‘Does the past exist concretely, in space? Is there somewhere
or other a place, a world of solid objects, where the past 1s still
happening ... We, the Party, control all records, and we
control all memories. Then we control the past do we not?’”

George Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Four (1949)




ARCHIVIZATION

* ... the technical structure of archiving ... also
determines the structure of archivable content
even 1n 1ts very coming into existence and 1n 1ts
relationship to the future. The archivization
produces as much as it records the event.”

o — - Jacques Derrida, ‘Archive Fever: A Freudian
.' _ 5 Impression,’ translated by Eric Prenowitz, Diacritics
25:2 (Summer 1995), p. 17




Archive Fever?

& How might political and technical 1ssues surrounding
archives impact upon our understanding of the past?

& Does the archival record itself pose interpretive challenges
for historians?

& What limitations might archives pose for historians?



-Kimberly Mair, ‘In Search of the
Archive without an Address,’
Journal of Historical Sociology 24:2
(June 2011), pp. 135—136

“Of particular relevance to the research that I set out to do [on
the Red Army Faction aka Baader—Meinhof Gang] were the

limitations posed by the archive. While archives were crucial
to the completion of this work, they frequently refused to
deliver the materializations that I had previously hoped and
imagined they would contain. This is not to say that the objects
for which I was looking did not exist ...Rather, the official state
archives did not provide direct access to these objects, even if
they were somewhat haunted by them. Disproportionately
represented amongst the materials were texts over images and
explanations over descriptions. Granted the authority to decide
by virtue of presence what constitutes an historical source, the

archive 1ssues both invitations and
refusals.

“ ... Increasingly, I considered the i1dea that the city itself
must have a capacity to archive something of what I was
seeking.”



® What invitations and refusals might archives offer researchers?

& What obstacles or barriers might archives pose for historians?

& How might one respond to or circumnavigate some of these
obstacles or barriers?

& How might we turn an archival refusal into an invitation for
analysis and research?



“There has never been a document of
culture which is not simultaneously one of
barbarism. And just as it 1s itself not free
from barbarism, neither 1s it free from
the process of transmission, 1n which it
falls from one set of hands into another.
The historical materialist [1.e. Marxist
historian] thus moves as far away from
this as measurably possible. He regards
1t as his task to

”»

- Walter Benjamin, Thesis VII, ‘On the Concept
of History’ (1940)

READING
ARCHIVES
AGAINST
THE GRAIN



READING ARCHIVES AGAINST
THE GRAIN

vver——————e e .

Cut against the grain and the wo

will tear out.

RIGHT




Ranajit Guha and Subaltern Studies

“Most, though not all, of th[e] evidence [of peasant
uprisings against colonial authority] is elitist in origin.
This has come down to us in the form of official records
of one kind or another — police reports, army despatches,
administrative  accounts, minutes and resolutions of
governmental departments, and so on.”

¢

How then are we to get in touch with the
consciousness of insurgency when our access to it 1is
barred thus by the discourse of counter-insurgency?”

From Guha, Elementary Aspects of Peasant Insurgency in
Colonial India (1983)




Subaltern Studies

¢¢

sl RS e conrseRinucRtha®=th e S e Pants;
despatches, minutes, judgments, laws, letters,
etc. 1n which pohcemen soldiers, bureaucrats
landlords, usurers and others hostile to
Insurgency register their sentiments, amount to
a representation of their will. But these
documents do not get their content from that
will alone, for the latter 1s predicated on
another will — that of the insurgent. It should
be possible therefore to read the presence of a rebel
consciousness as a necessary and pervasive
element within that body of evidence.”
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Subaltern Studies

“ It 1s possible for the historian to use th|e]
impoverished and almost technical language [of
archival documents] as a clue to the antonymies
li.e. opposites] which speak for a rival
consciousness— that of the rebel.”



THE
ECONOMIC HISTORY

REVIEW

Medieval Parallels/Precursors

PEASANT MOVEMENTS IN ENGLAND
BEFORE 1381

By R. H. HILTON

‘Aux yeux de historien. ..la révolte agraire apparait aussi inséparable du
régime seigneurial que, par exemple, de reprise capitaliste, la
greve.”

HE dramatic character of the Great Revolt of 1381, the collapse of
the government, the concerted action of peasants from parts of the

resistance are to be seen 1n the records T i L S
of the royal courts, a resistance at first

put up by individuals rather than by

groups, though the individuals who

faced their lords in the courts may well

have represented test cases for their

fellow peasants.

being more widely r

Rodney Hilton
(1916-2002)

Medieval Peasant Moverment:
and the Eriglish Rising of 1381



p. 126—127] Behind this litigation
we become conscious of a
continuous day-to-day struggle
between lord and wvillein, almost
the only evidence of which 1s to
be found 1n the records of the
manorial courts..

THE
ECONOMIC HISTORY

REVIEW

Seconp SerIes, Vor. I1, No. 2 1949

PEASANT MOVEMENTS IN ENGLAND
BEFORE 1381

By R. H. HILTON

‘Aux yeux de Phistorien. . .la révolte agraire apps: 2 nséparable du
régime seigneurial que, par exemple, de la grande entreprise capitaliste, la
gréve.” - .. > KX el - .
8 Marc Brocu, Caractéres Originaux de U"Histoire Rurale Frangaise, p. 175.

I

HE dramatic character of the Great Revolt of 1381, the collapse of

the government, the concerted action of peasants from parts of the

have made us regard that event as

ertainly true that at no other time was the

If felt politicall in May and June of
i the mov
inclined to regard the Revolt as a bolt from the blue. We r
rcial, economic and political causes of mass di

which only sho
and last of its kind.

the Revolt ¢

considered to have
being more widely r
I am not concernj
after 1531, but to
pericd whose beginr
the beginning of thdd
discontent in its proj
the period to whic
remarks about the e

Medieval Peasant Moverment:

"» ] { 3 and the Eriglish Rising of 1381



[pp. 135-136] Every thing that was
written about peasants was written by
their enemies, but the words attributed
by [14-th/15%-century court historian]
Froissart to John Ball [English priest and
participant in Peasants’ Revolt] were 1n
essence probably authentic: 'For what
reason do they hold us in bondage? Are
we not all descended from the same
parents Adam and Eve? And what can
they show or what reason can they give
why they should be more masters than
ourselves?’

John Ball in c. 1470 manuscript of Jean Froissart's Chronicles



QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

& Think of an example of an example of an archival
source

- What limitations and potentialities does 1t offer?

- How might you read the source with and against the
grain?



yur first assessment. Think ab
cise. Compile a list of three to fis

rrect referencing style for your chosen sources, and

eek 3 lecture

Further Reading

Below are links to useful readings for thinking critically about archives.

(=) Thomas Richards, The Imperial Archive: Knowledge and the Fantasy of Empire

C—D Kimberly Mair, In Search of the Archive without an Address

C—D Jacques Derrida, 'Archive Fever: A Freudian Impression




