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[bookmark: _Toc7640857]Chapter 1

[bookmark: _Toc7640858]Introduction

The purpose of this dissertation piece is to research the British media’s reactions to the 7/7 bombings which occurred in July of 2005. The dissertation is a linguistic analysis of which focuses on the above topic of the 7/7 bombings. By specifically looking at the words used by the media outlets, the intentions behind the word choices used will be analysed. I will be reading between the lines and forming an understanding as to why specific language choices are used, and what the writers aim to do with their stories. Also, whether the aim is to deliver details of the attack only, to create a negative representation of Islam, or even the opposite and create a positive representation of Islam. This is an essential area of study due to Islam having been a topic of controversy in the past and present, especially within the media. It has been a topic surrounded by media attention since the events of 9/11, which sparked an increasing amount of media coverage regarding Islam. The media’s coverage of topics regarding Islam have been at their highest since 9/11, especially rising after events like the 7/7 bombings, the Manchester Arena attack in May 2017 and the Paris attacks in 2015.
[bookmark: _Toc7640859]Aim

My aim is to examine and analyse the media’s reaction to the 7/7 attacks which occurred in London during July 2005. Through my dissertation, I will be researching into content created by the media after the occurrence of the 7/7 bombings in order to analyse how they used their position to discuss the attacks and also represent both Islam and those who conducted the events of the 7/7 bombings. Through my research, I will find out what the media had to say about the tragic events and the way they portrayed them.
This dissertation will be a linguistic analysis, which is the scientific study of language. Therefore, the focus will be the language choices used within the chosen articles. Specifically, I will be examining the nouns and adjectives used within the given articles and analysing how these words can be utilised in order to distort people’s images of Muslims. I chose nouns and adjectives as they are more descriptive forms and I believe they will have the most relevance to the topic of my dissertation.
Through the analysis of the linguistics used within the media, I aim to see the effects that are created by those given words. This may be that the language used is harmful to those of Muslim identity, or the language used is defending those of Muslim identity. The intentions behind the use of the language choices are also interesting. Throughout my research, I will be able to decipher whether these journalists purposefully use the language that they do in order to create a specific kind reaction and impact. Due to their position, newspapers are capable of heavily influencing the entire of the UK with powerful and influential headlines.
I aim to set my dissertation out in a way that is organised and clear for the reader. I will firstly have a chapter which focuses on introducing the dissertation itself and the topics studied within the dissertation. The second chapter will be a literature analysis which will include discussions about articles and books which have studies similar topics. The purpose of the literature review is to discover what has already been studied in regards of the topic and how other scholars approached the topic. The third chapter will focus on the first article with sub headings in order to organise the structure of the contents. The same format will continue with the articles throughout chapters three, four and five. The final chapter, chapter six, will acknowledge the controversial headlines that are in existence, followed by a final conclusion which will end the dissertation.
[bookmark: _Toc7640860]Methodology

For my dissertation, I will be specifically looking at UK newspaper articles, for example, The Daily Mirror. I will be ensuring that the sources used are reliable and valid. By using the official websites and studying articles written soon after the attacks, it will be more likely that the content has not been changed or edited since the day of publication and using official websites will ensure the reliability of my sources. 
The research type I will be conducting within my dissertation is qualitative as I will be analysing the language being used within the media’s headlines and content in order to examine their responses to the 7/7 attacks. The purpose behind this is that the media has a significant influence over people’s beliefs and opinions. This is mainly due to the exposure the media receives, especially during events such as the 7/7 attacks. However, it is also due to the language used by journalists and editors. The way they use their language within their content can heavily influence a person’s beliefs without themselves even being aware of it.
[bookmark: _Toc7640861]The significance of language

Language is an essence of who we are. It is how we communicate, how we think, and is used everyday by everyone. Language is spoken, written and heard. Incidents and events are covered and exposed to the world using language, and the way they are expressed and received depends on the language used. Language techniques and specific word choices are used as a creative way of communicating language. They can add a deeper meaning to a piece of prose or someone’s dialect. Language becomes more interesting when certain words and techniques are applied. Languages and literature are important to be studied in order to uncover the meaning behind word choices and the appreciate the complexity and diversity of language.  Studying language in the context of news coverage regarding events which will remain significant and controversial means an insight to the opinions and intentions of UK writers. Islam within the media is a controversial topic also, therefore the topic is a widely researched topic and is important in regards of pursuing to stop the bias against Islam in the media. 


[bookmark: _Toc7640862]The 7 – 7 attacks.

The 7/7 bombings took place on July 5th 2007. 52 people were tragically killed by Hasib Hussain, Mohammah Sidique Khan, Germaine Lindsay and Shehzad Tanweer, whom also died as a result of their own actions. 784 people were affected with non – fatal injuries too. The attack is classified as a suicide attack and an act of Islamic terrorism. The four men had four devices they intended to detonate. According to the BBC, their goal was to detonate three on the Underground and one on a double decker bus.[footnoteRef:1] At some time between 8:38 a.m and 8:48 a.m, Tanweer, Khan and Lindsay entered the underground and proceeded to detonate their devices at 8:49 a.m at Aldgate, Edgware Road and Russell Square. Approximately an hour later, Hussain detonated his device on a double decker bus. Six people were killed at Edgware Road, seven were killed at Aldgate, 26 were killed at Russell Square and 13 were killed at Tavistock Square, where the bus had been attacked.  [1:  Rodgers, L., S. Qurashi, and S. Connor. 2015. 7 July London Bombings: What Happened that Day? ()] 

Not only did this tragic incident take away the lives of many, it also affected those who identify with Islam. After the confirmation that the attack was of Islamic terrorism, Muslims across the UK had to prepare for backlash from the media and general public since this is what has previously happened after terror attacks have been conducted across the world. For example, the 9/11 attacks saw an increase in violence against Muslims all over the world and this increase has remained ever since. Whether these examples of hate crime have been performed by the general public or the media, it is important to acknowledge the suffering that acts of terror have causes in regards of Muslims all over the world.


[bookmark: _Toc7640863]Chapter 2

[bookmark: _Toc7640864]Literature Review 

The purpose of this literature review is to examine and acknowledge the work and research conducted by scholars which are closely linked to the topic of my own. By doing so, I am able to achieve a deeper understanding of what I am researching myself, but also able to gain inspiration and knowledge from other relevant scholars. By conducting this research, I will also understand what areas of the topic have not been covered but should be discussed further. The literature review will be structured by theme. I will be looking at scholars whom have studied similar topics and grouping them as so. 
[bookmark: _Toc7640865]Language used regarding Islam in the media

This section focuses on scholars whom have studied the language used by media outlets when regarding Islam. Firstly, I will be looking Chris Allen stated; “Terrorism demonstrates how the media can…shape and determine understanding and attitudes in the social consensus”[footnoteRef:2]. Petley and Richardson[footnoteRef:3] conducted a study regarding newspapers and British Muslims which was discussed within ‘Pointing the Finger: Islam and Muslims in the British Media’. Nine hundred and seventy-four stories were used from the nexus database in order to research into the different discourses which are used in the stories’ content. The most common discourses they found linked Islam and Muslims to the threat of terrorism[footnoteRef:4], and also Muslims being portrayed as something to fear and be wary of. Petley and Richardson’s results showed that the media tends to show a clash between Islam and the West even if that clash is non-existent. A trend was also seen within the study, the discourses regarding Islam became more prominent from the year 2000 up until 2008. These results suggested that perhaps the events of 9 /11 in 2001, followed by the events of the 7/7 bombings in 2005 may have contributed to the negative light that has been given to Islam in the media. [2:  Allen, C. 2010. Islamophobia (Surrey: Ashgate Publishing Ltd.)]  [3:  Julian Petley, Robin Richardson, Eds, Pointing the Finger: Islam and Muslims in the British Media, (Oxford: Oneworld Publications, 2011), 52-53]  [4:  “”] 

Petley and Richardson[footnoteRef:5] found that the most common nouns used out of the nine hundred and seventy-four stories were ‘terrorist’ with twenty two percent and ‘extremist’ with eighteen percent, the majority of nouns used were found to be with negative connotations[footnoteRef:6]. Upon analysing the adjectives, the most common occurring words were ‘fanatical’, ‘fundamentalist’, ‘extremist’ and ‘militant’. It was found that there were more positive examples of adjectives than there were positive nouns. With this piece however, the context of which these words are used within is not shown. Without context, researchers are not aware of why the word is being used. For example, when the word ‘terrorist’ is used, it may not always be used in the context of referring to someone of Islamic identity. The word may be quoted from another source and not by the newspaper in itself, which is something I may commonly find when I conduct my own research. [5:  Julian Petley, Robin Richardson, Eds, Pointing the Finger: Islam and Muslims in the British Media, (Oxford: Oneworld Publications, 2011), 55]  [6:  “”] 

In an additional article by Ibrahim Seaga Shaw, titled ‘Stereotypical Representations of Muslims and Islam following the 7/7 London terror attacks: Implications for Intercultural communication and terrorism prevention’[footnoteRef:7], the topic of the 7/7 bombings is studied in depth, which again links to the topic chosen for this dissertation. According to scholars Roy and Ross[footnoteRef:8], a clash exists between the West and the Muslim world; the Muslim communities are regarded as ‘non – civilised’, whereas the West are regarded as ‘civilised’.  The media is a strong contributor to this clash due to its representations of other cultures.  [7:  Shaw, I. (2012). Stereotypical representations of Muslims and Islam following the 7/7 London terror attacks. International Communication Gazette, 74(6), pp.509-524.]  [8:  “”] 

This article discusses the influence that words are able to have when discussing matters like Islam. Within his article, Ibrahim Seaga Shaw refers to another scholar named Rehman;
“’The use of words is a choice of arms’. Words indeed represent striking modes of expression and communication. In this way they have always played a sensitive role in debates involving cultures, traditions and civilisations…a reckless and uncaring usage of words could jeopardise relations between various communities and societies”[footnoteRef:9] [9: Rehman J (2007) 9/11 and the war on terrorism: The clash of ‘words’, ‘cultures’ and ‘civilisations’:Myth orreality .In: Craith MN (ed.) Language ,Power, and Identity Politics New York: Palgrave Macmillan, pp. 198–215.] 

By selecting words without thought, tensions can be created, and negative representations occur. For example, if the terms ‘terror’, ‘radical’, and ‘extremist’ are used often, then readers will associate these phrases with Muslims and begin to regard Islam as a danger. News articles often create an image of Muslims as inferior in comparison to other cultures. This is when the media becomes destructive. Through the use of language, the media has the power to distort people’s images of Islam and create inaccurate representations.
After the 7/7 attacks, a critical discourse analysis of the coverage by the British press was conducted. Eight different newspapers were studied, both tabloid and broadsheets. Numerous examples of hatred were directed towards Muslims alongside offensive stereotypes. The speech by Tony Blair after the 7/7 attacks is referred to within the article, it is a strong example of people of power using their position in order to influence the public’s opinions and create dangerous stereotypes. 
“Whatever they do, it is our determination that they will never succeed in destroying what we hold dear in this country and in other civilised nations throughout the world.” [footnoteRef:10] [10:  “”] 

Shaw’s piece tells us how harmful words like Blair’s can be. By referring to the attackers as ‘them’, he is allowing the public to differentiate between ‘us’ and ‘them’, as Roy and Ross expressed above. This is also likely to be found within my research as numerous articles published soon after the incident refer the speech by Tony Blair. By also referring to our own nation as civilised, he is suggesting that others are not. Shaw’s piece does not look at any language choices specifically, however the examples he does show are self – evident in the way that they manipulate readers into having certain beliefs regarding Islam. 
 ‘Pointing the Finger: Islam and Muslims in the British Media, edited by Julian Petley and Robin Richardson[footnoteRef:11] is an important book to consider when studying the topic of Islam in the media. The book has many examples of language techniques used in the media. The second chapter, for example, looks at six different narratives used. Of these narratives, the third is Islamism. The media tends to use alternative words and/or phrases when discussing Islam. Some of these include;  [11:  (Petley, 2013). Pointing The Finger. New York: Oneworld Publications. P.25] 

“Political, militant, or radical Islam; Islamic activism; Jihadism; extremism…Islam is a political ideology of hate”[footnoteRef:12] [12:  “”] 

All of the above words have negative connotations. Although Petley and Richardson do not look further into the purpose of the words, as I will be doing, the words used are ones of aggression. Thus, meaning that the media purposefully uses aggressive instead of others as they knowingly create a larger impact on readers.
The eighth narrative is titled ‘anxieties about national identity and security’. Attacks like the 7/7 bombings have created a moral panic where Islam has received the blame for this. The media have often been found to blame Islam for these tragedies, which has resulted in this mass stereotyping which is evident in the society of today. This also analyses the most common stereotypes used within the media. The first one being that ‘Muslims are all the same’[footnoteRef:13], thus meaning that Muslims are all ‘potential terrorists’. Saying Muslims are all the same is offensive alone, however when considering the meaning behind the sentence, it created a worse impact. This is suggesting that ‘all Muslims are terrorists’ as some attackers identify with Islam.  [13:  “”] 

Richardson uses one powerful example of a newspapers content regarding Muslims. A passage that is very relevant to this dissertation. The Sunday Telegraph in July 2004 wrote;
“All Muslims, like all dogs, share certain characteristics…An extreme Christian believes that the garden of Eden really existed; an extreme Muslim flies planes into buildings.”[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Petley, J. (2013). Pointing The Finger. New York: Oneworld Publications. P.28-29] 

This highly offensive piece pushes the idea of all Muslims being the same, this being the belief that they are ‘terrorists’. Comparing Muslims to Christians creates a villain and hero ideology between the two cultures, leaving readers to believe that Muslims are dangerous, whereas Christians are ‘good’. Richardson does not look specifically at the word choices. Though a useful point to make would e that by using the noun ‘dog’ in this context immediately creates negative connotations. 
The third chapter includes work from Justin Lewis, Paul Mason, and Kerry Moore; titled ‘Images of Islam in the UK’[footnoteRef:15].The study looked at news hooks used in journalism. The most common news hook by 36% covered ‘terrorism, or the war on terrorism’[footnoteRef:16], the second most common news hook was ‘religious and cultural issues’ with 26%, and the final was ‘Muslim terrorism’ at 11%. By using stories which focus on controversies regarding Islam, more sales can be achieved. By taking this approach, media outlets are creating harmful stories targeting those who identify as Muslim in order to create as much revenue as possible. [15: Petley, J. (2013). Pointing The Finger. New York: Oneworld Publications. P.47
]  [16:  “”] 

[bookmark: _Toc7640866]Representations of Islam in the media 

‘Reporting Islam’ by Elizabeth Poole discusses many aspects of ‘global terrorism’ and Muslims. In her book, Poole studies the work of Edward Said; whom explains; “Through ignorance, cultural hostility and racial hatred, Islam is not allowed to be known; it is ‘covered up.’”[footnoteRef:17] [17:  Poole, E. (2009). Reporting Islam. London: I.B. Tauris. P.42] 

The general public does not see the true Islam, only the Islam that is portrayed through the media. This is the Islam that is portrayed as something to be feared. The true Islam is hidden beneath these inaccurate representations. Edward Said argues that this has been the case since the coverage of the Gulf War.[footnoteRef:18] The Commission on British Muslims and Islamophobia (Runnymede Trust 1997) suggested that there are ‘open’ and ‘closed’ interpretations of Islam.[footnoteRef:19] Through their research, they concluded that images of Islam can be placed into eight categories. Some examples being; “Islam is inferior, different, barbaric, irrational, primitive and sexist” followed by “Islam is threatening”.  [18:  Said, E, (1981) Covering Islam: how the media and the experts determine how we see the rest of the world.New York, Pantheon]  [19:  Poole, E. (2009). Reporting Islam. London: I.B. Tauris. P.43] 

Poole also refers to scholar A. Hassan whom explains that extremism has been linked to all Muslims due “to the concept of jihad and Islam”[footnoteRef:20] of which creates an image of Islam as a dangerous culture. It could be argued that the media has contributed to this also, as articles tend to generalise these concepts in their articles. Positive coverage regarding British Muslims is limited, whereas negative coverage has the opposite issue. The book fails to explain the different meanings those words can have however, which would be of importance to readers.  [20:  Hassan, A. (1997) Invitiation to Islam: Islamic stereotypes in Western mass media (Accessed on: 12/009/2018)] 

Edward Said once argued that the view of Islam as a challenge to Christianity has been in existence since the 18th century. Since then, Islam has been regarded as “a demonic religion of opacity, blasphemy and obscurity.”[footnoteRef:21] Thus meaning, Islamophobia in the media has been in existence for many more years before the 7/7 attacks. In her book ‘Muslims in the West after 9/11’, Jocelynne Cesari proposes a modern reason for Islam’s portrayal as a religion of terror and aggression.  She explains that the war on terror became “integral to understanding relations and social unrest in Europe”[footnoteRef:22]. The war and terror became a topic so common, it was a part of society. Not only is it well covered by the media, others are also speaking about the topic every day. It is expected that through this, opinions on Islam are becoming more toxic. Cesari refers back to a Danish newspaper which created 12 cartoons in September 2005, after the 7/7 bombings. These cartoons consisted of caricatures of the Prophet Muhammad in offensive contexts. One example of the caricatures had shown the Prophet Muhammad wearing a bomb as a turban with a burning fuse connected to it. Many regard these examples of Islamophobia as humorous, perhaps even innocent. However, examples like these are harmful to those who identify with Islam. By using acts of terror in this context, it gives others the impression that this genre of humour is acceptable to use and perhaps even accurate. A criticism of Cesari would be that she fails to explain why the use of offensive humour is so harmful to those who identify with Islam.  [21:  Said, Edward W, Covering Islam (New York, NY: Random House, 1997) p.5 ]  [22:  Cesari, Jocelyne, Muslim In The West After 9/11 (London: Routledge, 2011) P.47] 

After conducting this research, it could be argued that it seems a large proportion of the media believes it is acceptable to use offensive language and content when discussing Islam, and this is a reason as to why it is crucial that scholars use their knowledge in order to prove that language is used to manipulate and belittle other cultures. There are very little examples of media sources which use their position in order to create a positive image of Islam. It is apparent that negative stories discussing Islam are more appealing to the public. This may be because Islam has been a topic of controversy for such a long period of time and for negative reasons, the public now assume that what they see in the media is reality. The dramatic headlines appeal to readers more than headlines of peace. The media knows this and therefore continues to publish their toxic content, without regards to the effects this have on those who identify with Islam. It is commonly known that newspapers are able to show elements of racism because the government does not do anything to prevent or punish such content. 
[bookmark: _Toc7640867]Terrorism and Islam

A common occurrence of which is seen in the media and society in general is the lack of differentiating between of ‘terrorists’ and ‘Muslims’. Many media outlets fail to ensure that both are completely different subjects. By continuously associating terrorists with Islam, the idea of acts of terror being accepted by the religion entirely is revealed to the public which creates tensions, stereotypes, and very often, crimes of hate. When the public reads headlines and articles referring to ‘terrorists’ it is increasingly common that readers take the people who identify of Muslim as the definition of a ‘terrorist’. When discussing articles within my dissertation, I will be referring to the mistakes in regards of defining a ‘terrorist’. The Oxford English Dictionary definition of ‘terrorist’ as a noun is “A person who uses unlawful violence and intimidation, especially against civilians, in the pursuit of political aims”[footnoteRef:23], followed by as an adjective; “unlawfully using violence and intimidation, especially against civilians, in the pursuit of political aims”[footnoteRef:24]. It is clear that no definition of the word has any association with Islam, in fact the word was originally used in reference to the French revolution.  Therefore, the only reason for its association’s with Islam would be due to the acts of the media. According to the University of Alabama, when terrorist attacks are conducted by Muslims, they receive 357%[footnoteRef:25] more media coverage than any other in the US. This is just a small example of how the general public receive bias news when it comes to terrorism and Islam.  [23:  Oxford University Press. Oxford Living Dictionaries (Accessed on: 09.03.19)]  [24:  “   “]  [25:  Chalabi, M. Terror Attacks... (Accessed on 09.03.19)] 











[bookmark: _Toc7640868]Chapter 3

The Mail Online, July 8th 2005
‘We Will Not be Broken’
[bookmark: _Toc7640869]Article Overview

The article was written on July 8th of 2005, just one day after the 7/7 attacks. By choosing to study articles published so soon after the incident I hope to capture the instant reactions of media outlets in order to explore the importance of the media’s words, especially so soon after the incident and prior to having any hindsight. The Mail is known to many as ‘anti – immigrant’ and I was therefore expecting to see some elements of bias. The article’s focus is on the UK’s recovery thus far after the bombings. The usual commutes continued, and shops were opening as they normally would, symbolising that London was not going to be torn by such an act, though devastating, the bombings united the community. The article is incredibly useful as it summarises the reactions of those in power, beginning with the Queen. The Queen expressed her sympathy and admiration for the victims of the bombings and those continuing with their everyday lives after such a tragedy. The Mayor of London, Ken Livingstone, also expressed the importance of continuing with one’s usual routines because it symbolises the strength of the country and proves London will not be broken despite the attackers’ wishes. Livingstone also reminds the public to enjoy their city and appreciate its qualities. The Duke of York praised Londoners and the emergency services for their “extraordinary”[footnoteRef:26] efforts during the bombings. The Prince of Wales applauded the “resilience of the British people”[footnoteRef:27] during a time of tragedy and fear, signifying that British people are united and are a community and will continue to live their way of life. The Prince of Wales continued to state that “they” will not affect “our way of life”. Tony Blair also gave a powerful statement, using the words ‘our’ in order to signify that there are two sides in this situation, and ‘ours’ meaning British citizens. Sir Digby Jones, director general of the CBI sent a powerful message to the public when stating; “Neither the business community nor the British population as a whole will be cowed or defeated by these terrorists – they picked the wrong country if they thought otherwise.”[footnoteRef:28] Jones is the first to be using the term ‘terrorist’ and is expressing the strength of Britain, especially during such times. His statement however, may be regarded by many as aggressive and threatening, which is such situations is understandable, however may leave negative effects when the message is published to the general public of whom can interpret statements in different ways.  A message found on a floral tribute near the bus explosion wrote that the 7.7 attacks have created a stronger and united city and failed to break it down, followed by “they have picked the wrong city to pick on”[footnoteRef:29].  These statements have been given by both people of power and the general public, the general messages in these statements show gratitude to British people, and admiration for the surrounding communities due to their strength in such a difficult time. Although, it could also be argued that the statements show an ‘us’ and ‘them’ mentality. Of course this may be regarded as justified so soon after an attack, however it is important for people in power to clarify who this ‘them’ they speak of is, since a large percentage of the population may assume ‘them’ means those who identify with Islam due to the religious backgrounds of the attackers. This generalisation has proven to be harmful in many ways. [26:  Daily Mail, 2005. We Will not be Broken (Accessed on: 12/03/2019)]  [27: “     “]  [28:  Daily Mail, 2005. We Will not be Broken (Accessed on: 12/03/2019)]  [29:  “     “] 

[bookmark: _Toc7640870]Adjectives used and their effects

The first significant adjective to be found within the article is “brutal”[footnoteRef:30], the definition of brutal, according to the Oxford dictionary is something that is “savagely violent”, “unpleasant or harsh”[footnoteRef:31]. On the surface, the word seems to be harmless and used as a way of describing the tragedy. Clearly the 7/7 bombings were unjustifiably wrong and the use of the word “brutal” highlights the extent of the pain which has been caused by these individuals. It is the context of which the word is used however, which is significant; “but those who perpetrate these brutal acts against innocent people should know that they will not change our way of life”[footnoteRef:32]. Not only is the writer describing the brutality of the actions, but they are also creating an ‘us’ and ‘them’ image when stating that what ‘they’ did was terrible. Since the events of 9/11, terror attacks have strongly been associated with Islam, as mentioned prior. Therefore, when following the description of brutality with the pronoun “they”[footnoteRef:33] it is clear that the majority of readers will believe ‘they’ are Muslims. This is followed by the determiner ‘our’ which is highlighting that ‘they’ are the villains and we are innocent, thus creating an idea of us against them, meaning Islam and the West. The same sentence also argues that our own way of life will not be changed by this event, suggesting that the purpose of the bombings was an attempt to convince others to live as the perpetrators did. However, this sentence may have a different effect on the readers. It is a common belief among many in the West that Islamic beliefs are being pushed onto the West. For example, Halal meat becoming common in many fast food chains. Many Westerners argue that this is decreasing the idea of British identity. This is not the case, however as it has been proved that the majority of articles and headlines stating this have been untrue. The use of this sentence, and the adjective “brutal” contributes to the ‘us and them’ way of thinking which results in many focusing more on the controversies between two cultures instead of the tragedy itself. [30:  Daily Mail. 2005. We Will Not be Broken (Accessed on: 12/03/2019)]  [31:  Oxford Dictionary. Definition of Brutal (Accessed on: 12/03/2019)]  [32:  Daily Mail. 2005. We Will Not be Broken (Accessed on: 12/03/2019)]  [33:  “     “] 

[bookmark: _Toc7640871]Nouns and their effects.

Upon studying this article, I had found that there was a more significant use of nouns than adjectives. The most significant noun used in the piece was “terror”[footnoteRef:34]. According to the Oxford dictionary, the definition of ‘terror’ is “extreme fear”[footnoteRef:35]. Although, since the attacks of 9/11 the word ‘terror’ has become highly associated with Islam. Over the years, the media has forced a connection between Islam and terrorism. Due to ignorance regarding the religion, media outlets seem to state that terrorism comes from Islam. This is incorrect; however, this does not stop the media from continuing to pursue the idea of the two being the same. For example, in November of 2015, a tweet of Donald Trump stated; “When will President Obama issue the words RADICAL ISLAMIC TERRORISM? He can’t say it, and unless he will, the problem will not be solved!”[footnoteRef:36] Trump is referring to the Islamic state in the context. His use of “radical Islamic terrorism” shows no differentiation between the idea of terrorism and Islamic beliefs. Those without knowledge of the true beliefs of Islam may see this statement and understand it to mean that all terrorism stems from Islam, and this is an example of why Islam faces controversy. This lack of differentiation immediately causes others to think of violence and fear when they hear of Islam. The use of “terror” in this article then continues to pursue the idea that Islam is a religion to be feared. Though it may not be intentional, the readers’ immediate response upon reading that may be that these acts of cruelty are the ideology of all Islam and thus a tension between cultures is created. In order to believe this theory, one must have a limited knowledge of the Muslim community, however the media’s convincing use of language and continuous headlines pursues this idea further. [34:  “     “]  [35:  Oxford Dictionary. Definition of Terror (Accessed on: 12/03/2019)]  [36:  Trump, D.J. 2015. Twitter (Accessed on: 12/03/2019)] 

[bookmark: _Toc7640872]Summary

Overall, I found that this article was not as biased as many others have been seen to be. The provocative language could be eliminated with some minor editing. The aim of the writer was to applaud the response of the victims, emergency services and local communities to the tragedy. This was successful as the writer did discuss the incident itself, followed by describing the strength of the victims. The writer also used statements given by people in power in order to support the article. However, I would criticise the article for it’s ‘us and them’ themes. Though many may see this as harmless and patriotic in some ways, it also increases the idea of the Muslim community being separated by miles from any other communities. There is no denying the cruel extents of the 7/7 bombings and the anger felt toward the perpetrators, but it is also crucial to remember that the incident was caused by extremists and not the Muslim community. According to Elizabeth Poole[footnoteRef:37], The Mail has been previously recognised as being ‘anti – immigrant’ thus meaning the source may not be afraid of showing bias. [37:  Poole, E. 2002. Media Representations of British Muslims: Reporting Islam (New York & London: I.B Taurus & Co Ltd)] 














[bookmark: _Toc7640873]Chapter 4
The Independent, Terry Kirby, July 8th 2005
‘Terror Comes to London. More Than 50 Died in Worst Attack Since Second World War’
[bookmark: _Toc7640874]Article Overview

The aim of this article was to provide an insight to devastation that was produced by the bombings with the stories of many victims and people who had seen it occur. The writer succeeds in highlighting how the incident affected those around it and the extents of the injuries and losses caused. This article was published the day after the incident, therefore not all details of the incident had yet been discovered. This was the immediate reaction of the Independent and the immediate reactions of those whom had seen and experienced the incident. The article opens with one man, Mr. Henning’s journey into work and his reading of the headlines regarding a victorious Olympic win. The article creates an exciting and positive atmosphere before everything comes to a halt and “dreams of Olympic glory had been long forgotten”[footnoteRef:38].  At the time of the article’s publication, it had been confirmed that there had been 37 deaths and over 700 injuries. The article explains that it was believed for this attack to be unavoidable and it was the first act of terror to be conducted in Britain. It continues to explain that Al – Qai’da had aimed to attack Britain at its most vulnerable, followed by a claim of responsibility by Al – Qal’ah internet site. Similarly, to the previous article, an expression of gratitude to the emergency services was not forgotten. Also, similarly to the previous article, Tony Blair’s statement is included within the piece. The focus of the article then moves on to the experiences of others. Construction worker Terry o’ Shea is discussed first. He was in the carriage behind the explosion and witnessed the incident and injuries it caused. Fourteen year old Jack Linton also witnessed the incident and was left with cuts to his face and glass in his hair. Sarah Reid witnessed a fire followed by the explosion. Simon Corvett describes the train coming to a sudden halt and the screams of the fearful passengers. He also witnessed the attacked carriage and describes the extent of the damage created. The article then discusses the incident on the bus, with statements from Ayobami Bello, Andrew Chiles, and Steve Nichols. The article concludes with statements from again, Tony Blair and declares the sympathies from other world leaders. More accounts by witnesses are discussed followed by a summary of Britain’s worst terror experiences. The article is concluded with the statement that no act of terror will succeed in defeating the country. [38:  Kirby, T. 2005. Terror Comes to London: More than 50 Died in Worst Attack Since Second World War (Accessed on: 13/03/2019)] 

[bookmark: _Toc7640875]Adjectives used and their effects

The first, and most significant adjective I found within this article was “anxious”[footnoteRef:39] and it is the context the word is used in is what makes it so significant. The Oxford dictionary definition for anxious is the feeling of worry, nervousness or unease.[footnoteRef:40]Terry Kirby wrote “left Muslim leaders, who condemned the bombings, deeply anxious as to the effect on their communities relations with the rest of Britain.”[footnoteRef:41] I found this significant due to the strong contrast between this statement, and the way other sources of media would represent Muslim communities. It is commonly known that media outlets represent Muslim communities in highly negative ways after such incidents, however Kirby used his platform to highlight that this behaviour is not condoned by Islam. In fact, these events have a terrible consequence on Muslims too. Tragedies like the 9/11 attacks and 7/7 bombings lead to an increase of violence and hatred directed toward Muslim communities, and therefore these communities see it as crucial to show their support for the victims during these difficult times. The 9/11 attacks lead to a peak of assaults against Muslims according to the PEW Research Centre, where the number of assaults in US had gone from 12 in 2000 and 93 in 2001.[footnoteRef:42] The level of anti – Muslim assault also increased from 26 in 2004, to 35 in 2005 and 54 in 2006.[footnoteRef:43] Although not confirmed by the article, this could perhaps be the result of the 7/7 bombings and the news coverage regarding it reaching the USA.  In addition to these statistics, the assaults have reached an all time high as of 2016 with 127 cases.[footnoteRef:44] A possible reason for this could be the lack of change in regards of prejudice within the media. I found that this statement within the article was an exception, however, with its and towards the fact that these attacks are not justified within Islam.  [39:  Kirby, T. 2005. Terror Comes to London: More than 50 Died in Worst Attack Since Second World War (Accessed on: 13/03/2019)]  [40:  Oxford Dictionary. Definition of Anxious (Accessed on: 13/03/201)]  [41: Kirby, T. 2005. Terror Comes to London: More than 50 Died in Worst Attack Since Second World War (Accessed on: 13/03/2019)]  [42:  Kishi, K. 2017. Assaults against Muslims in U.S.A surpass 2001 level (Accessed on: 13/03/2019)]  [43:  “     “]  [44:  “     “] 

Another significant adjective found was “engaged”[footnoteRef:45], although this word seems insignificant alone; when applied to a context, it’s meaning can become more harmful. Kirby cites the speech of Tony Blair, who stated; “it is important .... that those engaged in terrorism realise that our determination to defend our values”[footnoteRef:46]. The reason I found this significant was because by saying ‘those engaged’ in the attacks leaves room for readers to interpret their own assumptions of whom Blair means by this. This may result in readers believing Blair means Muslim communities from this. Perhaps if Blair had referred to the true perpetrators rather than refer to them as ‘those engaged’ people would understand who actually caused this tragedy rather than making assumptions and directing hatred and anger towards the Muslim community. By specifying whom he meant, Blair could have used his position in order to clarify that this was not the doings of the Muslim community nor would it be justified by Islam. Although, I do understand that this statement was taken from Tony Blair’s speech not long after the incident, thus meaning everyone, including those in power, would have been panicked and grief stricken, making it difficult to find the correct words to describe such a tragedy.  [45:    Kirby, T. 2005. Terror Comes to London: More than 50 Died in Worst Attack Since Second World War (Accessed on: 13/03/2019)]  [46:  “     “] 



[bookmark: _Toc7640876]Nouns used and their effects

Some of the applied noun choices within this article may have been changed in order to attempt to decrease the anger directed towards the Muslim community. For example, “ideology”[footnoteRef:47] is a term that may mislead readers. According to the Oxford dictionary, the definition of ‘ideology’ is a “A system of ideas and ideals” or “The set of beliefs characteristic of a social group or individual”[footnoteRef:48].  The term is used within the context of Ken Livingstone’s statement; “that isn’t an ideology, it isn’t even a perverted faith – it’s mass murder”[footnoteRef:49]. Though it seems this is an attempt to state that what has been conducted is not an ideology, with the consideration that many believe that terror attacks are justified within Islam, it is not difficult to imagine that ignorance will cause many to believe that this is in fact the ideology. However, Ken Livingstone is claiming it is one that is wrong, this is a risky sentence to include in his speech as it may easily be taken out of context. This could be avoided by perhaps a change of some word choices. Livingstone also referred to a ‘perverted faith’, and if taken the wrong way, some may understand this to mean that Livingstone is actually referring to Islam as such, due to the faith of those who conducted the attack.  The use of the words ‘mass murder’ is also filled with aggression and does not specify that this is not justified within Islam, which again can lead to inaccurate interpretations. Upon my first reading of the statement, my initial worries were that many might take from this that Islam is responsible and should not be called a faith. Of course, Livingstone does not explicitly say and this and it is likely he does not believe this, however, is choice of words at the time may be regarded as poor and misleading.  [47:  Kirby, T. 2005. Terror Comes to London: More than 50 Died in Worst Attack Since Second World War (Accessed on: 13/03/2019)]  [48:  Oxford Dictionary. Definition of Ideology (Accessed on: 13/03/2019)]  [49:  Kirby, T. 2005. Terror Comes to London: More than 50 Died in Worst Attack Since Second World War (Accessed on: 13/03/2019)] 

Another significant noun used was “war”[footnoteRef:50], it was placed in context of the words of George Bush; “It’s a war on terror for us all.” He added: “We will not yield to these people – we will not yield to the terrorists”.[footnoteRef:51] Oxford dictionary defined ‘war’ as the following; “A state of competition or hostility between different people or groups” and “a sustained campaign against an undesirable situation or activity.”[footnoteRef:52] It is undeniable that the term ‘war’ has incredibly aggressive and negative connotations. George Bush is suggesting that we are now at war with those who conducted the attacks, and with the current stereotypes that are in existence, this statement may be very misleading. With a vast number of Westerners believing that terrorism is in association with the Islamic community, it would not be surprising to find that many believe this ‘war’ is between Muslims and non-Muslims. Of course, George Bush does not explicitly say this, this also may not be the intention of his words. However, it is important when discussing such tragedies, one should be cautious of the language they use and the potential messages they are spreading, no matter how difficult. Understandably, such and event results in anger but it would have been beneficial for George Bush to specify that he meant ‘war’ against the individuals who conducted the attacks, and not use a generalisation like ‘these people’ which leaves room for possibly harmful interpretation. This, however, is not the reaction of the media itself to the event. Though I do believe it is relevant to this dissertation because the media outlet chose to include the quote, and George Bush had full awareness that this statement would be very public.  [50:  Kirby, T. 2005. Terror Comes to London: More than 50 Died in Worst Attack Since Second World War (Accessed on: 13/03/2019)]  [51:  “    “]  [52:  Oxford Dictionary. Definition of War (Accessed on: 28/03/2019)] 

[bookmark: _Toc7640877]Summary

This article included numerous accounts of the tragedy from victims and people in power, therefore I chose to focus on some of the word choices used by influential people too because they are also a significant part within the media. The article was a somewhat breath of fresh air as it insured that the Muslim community are also victims of this tragedy. A significant amount of media outlets tend to forget the effect such events have on the community. By acknowledging that attacks like this are not a justified belief within Islam, many whom were ignorant of this may benefit from the knowledge as will the Muslim community too. Upon reading further into the article however, I found that some mistakes were made which could have been prevented. I also found that a common problem with some sources is that they do not specify who conducted the attacks, instead, this area is left for interpretation which leaves the opportunity for readers to make their own assumptions. Instead of referring to the attackers as ‘those’ it may be beneficial to perhaps use their names or refer the them as the perpetrators which may decrease the amount of people who tend to assume that the attackers are of Islamic faith and these attacks are acceptable within their faith. 















[bookmark: _Toc7640878]Chapter 5
The Guardian, Hugh Muir and Rosie Cowan, July 8th 2005
‘Four Bombs in 50 Minutes – Britain suffers its Worst Ever Terror Attack’
[bookmark: _Toc7640879]Article Overview

The Guardian has often shown an interest in issues regarding the Muslim community[footnoteRef:53]. The source has an ‘openness’ of some kind and therefore gives more of a voice to the Muslim community and other communities unlike many other media outlets, however the Guardian does have Christian values and this is shown within their content, therefore Islam is different to their own norms and values. The aim of this article was to provide an overview as to what happened on July the 7th, 2005. The article was published at 14:00pm on July the 7th, therefore once again, it provides the immediate reaction of the newspaper. Like the other sources I have covered, the article includes the statements of people in power in order to show their reactions too. The article opens with the amount of fatalities that resulted from the tragedy. The notion of more possible explosives was reviewed too with support from a former head of the CIA’s counter terrorism centre. The article then continues to give a timeline of that day’s events, focussing on the morning, when the attacks occurred. The article refers to the accounts of two women whom witnessed the tragedy. Geraldine Formon saw victims jump from the top deck of the bus[footnoteRef:54]. Jackie Head was travelling to Kings Cross and described the loud bang and surrounding smoke, she added that people had been fearful they were going t suffocate. It is then stated it is very likely the acts had been conducted by a group affiliated with or inspired by al – Qaeda. Tony Blair’s speech is the referenced, somewhat supporting the Muslim community. The article then returns to discussing the links with al – Qaeda. The main body of the articles discusses the work going on in attempts to understand why this happened. It is expressed that “a body calling itself the Secret Organisation of the al-Qaeda Jihad in Europe said the attacks were in retaliation for Britain's involvement in US-led operations.”[footnoteRef:55] The article also tells of the meeting that was had which included members Muslim groups as within only a few hours of the attacks, approximately 30,000 emails containing aggressive and abusive messages had been sent to the website of the Muslim Council of Britain.[footnoteRef:56] This is possible and attempt to show readers that the Muslim Community are not to blame for such incidents,  but are still abused for them. The same quote as used in the previous article from Ken Livingstone is also used, where Livingstone argues that this is not an “ideology” or “perverted faith”[footnoteRef:57]. The article closes with a theory in regards of the bus attack from the authors, since not enough time had passed in order for all answers to have been found. The writers analyse the possibility of the attacker being on the way to the tube station. Although with hindsight, we know now the explosion on the bus was intentional too.  [53:  Poole, E. (2009). Reporting Islam. London: I.B. Tauris. P.181]  [54:  Muir, H., and R. Cowan. 2005. Four Bombs in 50 Minutes - Britain Suffers its Worst Ever Terror Attack (Accessed on 28/03/2019)]  [55:  Muir, H., and R. Cowan. 2005. Four Bombs in 50 Minutes - Britain Suffers its Worst Ever Terror Attack (Accessed on 28/03/2019)]  [56:  “     “]  [57:  “     “] 

[bookmark: _Toc7640880]Adjectives used and their effects 

The first significant adjective found within the article is “ordinary”[footnoteRef:58] which was used in the statement “ordinary Londoners began a desperate effort to help the terrified and the injured”[footnoteRef:59]. According to the Oxford dictionary, the definition of ‘ordinary’ is “with no special or distinctive features; normal.”[footnoteRef:60] This creates a very clear separation between those whom are considered ‘ordinary’ Londoners and those who are not. The first question readers will ask themselves, is who are the unordinary Londoners? I believe that in this context, the majority will feel that the unordinary Londoners will be the Muslim community. This is proven too by the fact that the Muslim Council received around 30,000 abusive messages after the incident. The statement does not state that the unordinary Londoners are Muslims, and this may not be the intention either. However, as mentioned previously, the writers have left room for assumptions and due to the existing stereotypes, it is clear what the assumptions may be. The term ‘ordinary’ also suggests normality and perhaps even goodness. Thus, meaning those who are not ordinary, are clearly the bad people. It definitely creates an ‘us versus them’ effect, dividing two sides and creating even more hostility. It could also be argued that ‘ordinary’ was unnecessary. By simply saying ‘Londoners began a desperate effort…’, it would eliminate the element of hostility within the statement.  [58:    Muir, H., and R. Cowan. 2005. Four Bombs in 50 Minutes - Britain Suffers its Worst Ever Terror Attack (Accessed on 28/03/2019)]  [59:  “     “]  [60:  Oxford Dictionary. Definition of Ordinary (Accessed on 28/03/2019)] 

[bookmark: _Hlk4766013]The adjectives used are not all unfavourable towards the Muslim community however, because some are in their defence. For example, “decent and law – abiding”.[footnoteRef:61] This is in the context of a statement by Tony Blair. "We know these people act in the name of Islam but we also know the vast and overwhelming majority of Muslims here and abroad are decent and law-abiding people who abhor this act of terrorism,"[footnoteRef:62] It is important at times such as this to reassure the public that this behaviour is not justified within Islam, and as I have mentioned previously, this is too often a rarity. Tony Blair is showing that the stereotypes and backlash targeted at Muslim communities does not go unnoticed and understands the importance of protecting and defending these communities. One sentence like this can make a large difference when it comes to the opinions of others. The words of people in power have a significant importance. This statement may change the views of thousands, and perhaps prevent at least one instance of abuse against the Muslim community. It could be argued however that this statement is not perfect. It is clearly worded in the defence of the Muslim community however the opening of the sentence may be harmful and take the attention away from the rest of the piece. Blair states “"We know these people act in the name of Islam”[footnoteRef:63] and this may suggest that these attacks are a part of the Islamic faith. It is a risk to use such words. For example, many may choose not to read an entire article and only scan the piece. Personally, this is often something I do. If one person were to only read this sentence, it creates a harmful belief which may lead to abusive behaviour toward those who identify with Islam. By clarifying that the attackers act ‘in the name of Islam’ may be misleading the readers. [61:  Muir, H., and R. Cowan. 2005. Four Bombs in 50 Minutes - Britain Suffers its Worst Ever Terror Attack (Accessed on 28/03/2019]  [62:  Muir, H., and R. Cowan. 2005. Four Bombs in 50 Minutes - Britain Suffers its Worst Ever Terror Attack (Accessed on 28/03/2019)]  [63:    Muir, H., and R. Cowan. 2005. Four Bombs in 50 Minutes - Britain Suffers its Worst Ever Terror Attack (Accessed on 28/03/2019)] 

[bookmark: _Toc7640881]Nouns used and their effects

The first significant noun I came across within this article was “Islamist”[footnoteRef:64], according to the Oxford dictionary, the definition of ‘Islamist’ is “an advocate or supporter of Islamic militancy or fundamentalism”[footnoteRef:65]. The term is used in the context “onslaught on the capital's transport system by bombers he implied were Islamist terrorists”[footnoteRef:66]. Once again, this is the Guardian referencing the words of Tony Blair. Clearly, there are negative associations with the term, and this is likely to lead to the belief that Islam means terrorism. Of course, when discussing the attacks and causes, one has to clarify what the causes were and who caused it. However, by instantly claiming it was conducted by terrorists whom identified with Islam, the public and victim’s anger is directed toward the Muslim community. The faith’s title and the term ‘terrorists’ placed together results in many believing they are both the same thing. This is one of the leading causes of the stereotype. Perhaps it could be argued that the term ‘terrorist’ alone could be used in order to keep the faith and act separated.  [64:  “     “]  [65:  Oxford Dictionary. Definition of Islamist (Accessed on 29/03/2019)]  [66:  Muir, H., and R. Cowan. 2005. Four Bombs in 50 Minutes - Britain Suffers its Worst Ever Terror Attack (Accessed on 28/03/2019)] 

Another noun used within the article is “Muslim”[footnoteRef:67], though the word itself may not seem significant, it is the context the word is used in which holds power. The term is used in a speech provided by Ken Livingstone. “It was aimed at ordinary, working-class Londoners, black and white, Muslim and Christian, Hindu and Jew, young and old.”[footnoteRef:68] This is highlighting again, that Muslims are not to blame for this incident. Parts of this article can be criticised for its language, as I have done. However, attempts to show that the Muslim community do not deserve the blame for such incidents are clearly made throughout. Though these attempts may not be perfect, they are there and perhaps the way the media portrays the Muslim community has improved since the controversial coverage shown post 9/11. [67:  Muir, H., and R. Cowan. 2005. Four Bombs in 50 Minutes - Britain Suffers its Worst Ever Terror Attack (Accessed on 28/03/2019)]  [68:  “     “] 

[bookmark: _Toc7640882]Summary

It is easy to criticise something when one is actively looking, therefore I did find flaws in this piece and found that numerous elements could be improved. However, I cannot deny that this article is clearly aware of the issues in regards of stereotyping and applying blame on Muslim communities. I found that article may be the least bias article I have read throughout my research. In a society that has been unfair and often uneducated, it may be difficult to completely change ones’ way of writing and thinking. However, this article has somewhat surprised me in its portrayal of Muslim communities. Many media outlets would have avoided the statements which defend Islam and focus more on the aggression and anger within responses. However, this article displayed both and for this reason, I believe the article shows more open mindedness than many others. 










[bookmark: _Toc7640883]Chapter 6

[bookmark: _Toc7640884]Controversial Headlines

Not only are the articles themselves problematic, but headlines are very often even more so. Many headlines post the 7/7 bombings are also problematic. Headlines are designed to be eye catching and persuade readers to purchase the issue, however after such a tragic event it would be hopeful that headlines would remain sensitive and considerate. Though after seeing headlines post 9/11, sensitive headlines were not expected, and many Muslim communities were awaiting the backlash.  Headlines do not explicitly blame Muslim communities of course, but they tend to apply an unsaid accusation. With the existing stereotypes applied too, readers understand to whom the headlines are directed. For example, one of the most famous headlines from 2001 was from The Examiner, which simply said “bastards”[footnoteRef:69]. In 2005, the Daily Star recreated this headline for the 7/7 attacks. This is clearly directed to the attackers; however, many would also assume it is directed toward Islam and the Muslim community as a whole. The Financial Times’ headline referenced Tony Blair’s statement as it said “Blair blames Islamist terrorists as London attacks kill at least 37”[footnoteRef:70]. The matter of fact headline has taken a small part of Blair’s statement knowing how others will perceive it. The main problem with headlines is that many will read the headline without continuing to read the article. If the article pursues to explain the headline thoroughly and introduce the facts, a percentage of people will not see that element. Therefore, they are only receiving the offensive language with a lack of context. [69:  Abadi, M. 2018. See Newspaper Headlines from Around the World 24 Hours After 9/11 (Accessed on: 29/03/2019)]  [70:  Buchanan, R. 2015. 7/7 bombings: How the papers covered the news following the attack that killed 52 (Accessed on: 29/03/2019)] 

[bookmark: _Toc7640885]Conclusion
To conclude this dissertation, I was personally surprised at my findings. After witnessing the different responses by media sources in the UK post 9/11, it was revealed that the Muslim Council if Britain received thousands of e-mails. Some of these e-mails consisted of the following; “the rest of the world will now join to smash the filthy disease infested Islam. You must be removed from Britain in body bags”[footnoteRef:71];  “I just despise you and your cruel God. You’re not people. Just get out of the UK”[footnoteRef:72]. This contrasts slightly with the response seen after the 7/7 bombings. I had expected to find a similar level of inappropriate language. Although, of course, I did find areas of which could be criticised and improved, the language used has visibly improved and bias has become less prominent. I did also find a trend where using more vague language. For example, rather than naming the perpetrators, they are instead referred to as ‘they’ or ‘those’. In fact, the European Monitoring Centre claimed that the UK media improved their way of reporting. The media have made attempts to report such incidents in more objective and balanced way. More emphasis has now been placed upon the Muslim community also being victims[footnoteRef:73].  [71:  Julian Petley, Robin Richardson, Eds, Pointing the Finger: Islam and Muslims in the British Media, (Oxford: Oneworld Publications, 2011). P.255]  [72:  “     “]  [73:  “    “
Julian Petley, Robin Richardson, Eds, Pointing the Finger: Islam and Muslims in the British Media, (Oxford: Oneworld Publications, 2011). P.257] 

Even after these efforts however, the media are not perfect. After such controversial pasts, it will take time to inform others of the truths. For a long time in the UK, Islam has been associated with the media linking Islam with themes of the religion being a threat to the UK and the means and values which apparently belong to the UK. The coverage does also promote feelings of insecurity and vulnerability among Muslim communities. Elizabeth Poole stated that after the 9/11 bombings “coverage converged dramatically around 3 major topics, terrorism, counter terrorism, and discrimination against Muslims”[footnoteRef:74]. [74:  Poole, E., and J.E. Richardson. 2006. Muslims and the News Media (New York: I.B Tauris & Co Ltd.) p.95] 

Finally, after my research, I found it difficult to arrive at a sure conclusion as to whether the majority of newspapers use language to portray Islam in a negative light after tragedies like the 7/7 bombings. Since efforts can be seen in regards of changing the way Islam is portrayed within the media for the better, it seems that more media sources are attempting to show open minds and less bias toward the Muslim community. Although from my research I understand that there is a long way to go and much progress to be made prior to these negative representations being completely eradicated and diffusing the existing stereotypes and anger towards the Muslim community, I will acknowledge that the media is becoming more progressive. When conducting my research, I did find that sources were often limited. For example, I expected to find a lot of controversy surrounding the response of the well – known newspaper the Sun, however I found it difficult to find their response. Many newspapers had a limit as to what you are able to find within their archives. Clearly, I was unable to find all responses by the media, thus meaning it is still very likely that a large number of sources responded in highly offensive and inappropriate ways. Due to the amount of time that has passed since the 7/7 bombings, it is possible that some sources removed their articles from that time as a way to avoid controversy. It would be impossible for one to analyse every response conducted by the media in regards of the 7/7 bombings, however my final words will be that of course there are numerous media sources which reacted inappropriately and possible offensively, however this was not every media source. In such a difficult time of course, journalists may want to express their anger, however it is important to remain neutral in a way that will not cause further problems and increase hostility within a society of which is already hostile enough. 
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