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Greek Colonisation (period)
8th - 6th centuries BC
During this period Greece wasn't Greece as we know it now, but rather a collection of city-states, or poleis. These city states ended up looking for land outside of Greece and formed colonies across the whole Mediterranean. Often these colonies started out with trade contracts being formed and then later, when the locals were encased within the colony, the Greeks would start building cities. Depending on the distance of the colony and the usefulness of it, the colony would have varying amounts of contact with the original city state. (Cartwright 2014)

Thucydides
460 (?) - 400 (?) BC
Thucydides was an Athenian historian who wrote a history of The Peloponnesian War (S.HO 2006), so that it could be remembered throughout all time, as he believed "this was the greatest movement yet known in history, not only of the Hellenes, but of a large part of the barbarian world." (Thucydides, History of the Peloponnesian War, 1.1). Thucydides fought in the wars as a general. He gathered his information about events of the war from witnesses and fighters from both sides, trying to make his history as unbiased as possible. 

Classical Period
5th - 4th centuries BC
The Classical Period of ancient Greece lasted for a period of about 200 years. Throughout this period much happened in what is now Greece. During this time, while situated geographically in what we know as Greece, the cities that make up the country were individual city states that allied and fought regularly. Many large wars took place during this time, such as the Persian Wars, the Peloponnesian Wars, the Corinthian Wars, and so on. Though there were also stretches of peace between the city states. Much also happened in the cultural and antiquity side of life as well. Strides were made in architecture and artwork of this time for example.

Cleisthenes' Reforms
508/7 BC
Cleisthenes reformed Athens in 508 – 507 BC, with one of the most important elements being the reorganization of the citizen body. One of the main reasons for this was to give himself more political freedom, and give the "traditional groups" less influence. Another reform that is thought to have been brought in by Cleisthenes was ostracism. Which is the banishment of a citizen from the city, by vote of the people (Cartwright 2016). After these reforms, in which he began to install the democratic system, the Athenians later thought of Cleisthenes as the principal founder of their democracy.

First Ostracism
487 BC
Ostracism was a political process introduced to Athens in the 5th century BC by Cleisthenes when he reformed the political system. While the process of ostracism was introduced in 508/7 BC the first ostracism didn't actually occur until 487 BC. The first ostracism occurred when Hipparchus, son of Charmus and related to the tyrant Hippias became the first to be exiled in this method on record (Cartwright 2016).

Last Ostracism
417 BC
The last ostracism was recorded in 417 BC and was of the demagogue Hyperbolos. He was planning on using ostracism on one of his two greatest rivals, however, Alcibiades and Nicias joined forces and got Hyperbolos to be voted out of the city instead of one of them. While the process of ostracism was legally possible until the 4th century BC, there were no more ostracisms after this (Cartwright 2016).


Gelon
540 – 478 BC
Gelon was thought to be the greatest Sicilian tyrant prior to Dionysius I. He reigned for thirteen years, from 491 – 478 BC. He came into power by usurping the tyranny over Gela after the death of Hippocrates of Gela. Gelon didn’t rely on the support of the common people like most tyrants of this time did, but rather he relied on the land-owners. He died in 478 of a disease (Meister 2006).

Dionysius I
430 – 367 BC
Dionysius was a Greek tyrant of Syracuse, and according to Diodorus "it seems that this man, single-handed, established the strongest and longest tyranny of any recorded by history" (Diodorus. 13.96). He ruled for 38 years as tyrant. While in power, Dionysius had an army of, allegedly, over 80,000 men and 300 warships, which he used regularly both in aggressive and defensive incidents. Although he was a great politician and commander, Dionysius owes a lot of his successes to his cruelty to those who defied him and opposed him (Meister 2006). It is not certain how he died, though there are some sources to say that he drank himself to death after winning a prize (Meister 2006).

Battles of Mantineia
418 BC
The first battle of Mantineia was fought in 418 BC between the Spartans and Athens. Athens chose to fight with Argos, Mantinea, and Elis, honouring their treaty, rather than with Sparta and honouring their alliance. The Spartans defeated the Athenians, leaving them and their democratic system discredited (Livius Project 2006).
362 BC
The second battle of Mantineia was fought in 362 BC between the Boeotians, the Thebans and Arcadians against a combination of Spartans, Mantineians, Elians and Athenians (Roberts 2007). 
207 BC
The third battle of Mantineia was fought in 207 BC between the Sparta and the Achean Confederacy (Roberts 2007).

30 Tyrants
404 BC – 403 BC
After the Athenians lost the Peloponnesian War the Spartans imposed a closed oligarchy on them, consisting of 30 men (the 30 tyrants). Under this regime, there was 1 member in government foe every 13,000 people there were in Athens. This was very constricting for the Athenians, especially after the reforms that were placed in by Cleisthenes in 508 BC. While in power for these eight months the 30 tyrants sought to do three things. Firstly to "establish an interim functioning government," secondly to "eliminate opponents" and thirdly to "reform the laws that they thought 'problematic'." (Planeaux 2015). Eventually the Athenians rose up against these 30 and pushed out the Spartan regime.

Aristotle
Known dates: 404 – 403 BC
Aristotle was one of the Athenian oligarchs who was made to be one of the 30 tyrant sin Athens after the Spartan defeat of Athens in 404 BC (Meier 2006).

Herodotus
485 – 424 BC
Born in Halicarnassos, he is the first 'historian', writing an account of the Persian Wars which is now known as The Histories. Although being titled the 'father of history' Herodotus is also classed as being the 'father of lies' by people who do not believe his account of the Persian Wars (Mark 2009). He claims that he wrote this history of the war "so that things done by man not be forgotten in time." (Herodotus, The Histories, 1.1) While known for writing about the Persian Wars, Herodotus was not actually present for them and his account is actually from a large collection of eye witnesses and partakers of the war.

Battle of Marathon
490 BC
Marathon is a city in Greece, and the site of a battle between Greek and Persian forces. The Battle of Marathon took place in 490 BC when the Persian army crossed the Hellespont and the Athenian and Plateian force met them at Marathon (Herodotus, The Histories, 6.111). The Athenians were horribly outnumbered by the Persian forces. However, with great tactics of the Athenian side the Athenians and Plateians were victorious over the Persian forces. There is also a legend originating from this battle of how marathon running races began. The legend is that a Greek herald that was present at the battle was sent to Athens to announce their victory over the Persians.

Battle of Thermopylae
480 BC
In 480 BC another battle between the Persians and the Greeks took place, this time at Thermopylae, which was the pass that the Persians needed to get through to the mainland of Greece. The Greeks, although again vastly outnumbered by the Persians managed to hold the pass for three days before the Persians took power of it. The Greek force that was sent to defend this passage was made up of a mix of men from different city-states and held between 6,000 and 7,000 men. The battle lasted around 3 days and when the Persians killed every Greek man who was there, and the head of the Spartan king Leonidas was put on a stake and displayed under the order of Xerxes (Cartwright 2013).


Battle of Himera
480 BC
The Battle of Himera was fought in 480 BC between the Carthaginians and Syracuse. The combined Greek forces supporting Syracuse defeated Carthage, and led to the downfall of their power in Sicily, which lasted for many years (Baker 1999: 15-17). This battle was one of the most important battles of the Sicilian Wars.

Battle of Salamis
480 BC
The Battle of Salamis was a naval battle that took place in 480 BC between the Greeks and the Persians in the Saronic Gulf. The allied Greek forces defeated the Persians, and showed that they were not going to let the Persians conquer them without difficulty. The Greek fleet was commanded by Eurybiades, a Spartan, even though the Athenians held the greater naval power. There were two other senior commanders in this battle on the Greek side, Themistocles the Athenian and Adeimantus the Corinthian (Cartwright 2013).

Battle of Plataea
479 BC
Plataea was a small town in Boeotia, and another battle was fought here between the Greeks and the persistent Persian invasion. Again, the allied Greeks were victorious over the Persians. After the naval defeat at Salamis, Xerxes decided to fight the Greeks on land once again. According to Herodotus there were 350,000 Persian soldiers to fight against the combined Greek allied army of 108,200 men. In this battle the Greeks were led by Pausanias, who was the nephew of the Spartan king Leonidas (Cartwright 2013).

Battle of Mykale
479 BC
The Battle of Mykale was fought in 479 BC and was a land battle that took place in the Greco-Persian Wars. This battle resulted in the destruction of the Persian fleet in Asia Minor. While there are no definite numbers for the casualty of this battle, Herodotus says that the Greeks killed most of the enemy, and that the casualties on the Greek side were also high in number (Rickard 2015).

Darius I
550 – 486 BC
Darius I was a Persian King of the Achaemenid Empire. He reigned over the empire from 522 – 486 BC, in which he led military campaigns in surrounding territories, expanding the empire further. Darius became king through a contest with four other men for the throne, in which he made his horse neigh first, and therefore winning. Though it is recorded by Herodotus that Darius won this contest by cheating. Darius was the king that began the Graeco-Persian Wars in 499 BC and ended up dying in 486 BC after falling ill and a revolt breaking out in Egypt before the war ended in 449 BC (Cristian 2017).

Xerxes
ruled: 486 – 465 BC
Xerxes inherited the Persian throne after his father Darius I died in 486 BC. After the Persian defeat at Marathon in 490 BC and Darius' death in 486 BC, it fell to Xerxes to carry on the invasion on Greece and carry out his father's wishes. When not on the battlefield of Greece, Xerxes was set on building great monuments and buildings, that were to be seen as greater than his fathers. However, this mixed with the expedition to Greece and the war being fought out great strain on the Persian Empire. Xerxes died by assassination, in 465 BC, by his minister Artabanus, who also killed his son Darius (Mark 2011). 


Hippias son of Peisistratus
(tyrant: 527 – 510 BC)
Hippias was the eldest son of Peisistratus, and along with his brothers, Hipparchus and Thessalus he took the inheritance of his father in 527 BC. These three carried on with their father's politics (Patzek 2006). In 510 BC Hippias' rule ended when the Spartan Cleomenes invaded Athens and forced him to leace (Aristotle, Athenian Constitution, 18).


First Peloponnesian War
460 – 446 BC
The Peloponnesian Wars were fought between Athens and Sparta, and their allies on both sides. A historic account of it was written by the Athenian historian, Thucydides. During the 5th century BC, both Athens and Sparta were very significant city states within Greece. The cause of the war was that Sparta became worried about the amount of power that Athens was gaining. This first war was less intense than others to come (Cartwright 2013).

Helot Revolt at Ithome
465 BC
Ithome was a volcano in the north of Greece. It reaches a height of about 800 metres and is connected to a twin peak, Mount Eva by a thin ridge. After an earthquake in Sparta, Ithome became the centre of the Helot Revolt, between the Messenians and the Spartans. This revolt is also known as the Third Messenian War. The Helots used the earthquake to their advantage to gain position at Ithome (Thucydides, History of the Peloponnesian War, 1.101.2).

Foundation of Thurii
443 BC
Thurii is an ancient Greek city within Southern Italy. Sybaris was destroyed in 488 BC, and the remaining citizens decided to found a new Sybaris, with the help of the Athenians. Once this city was built, the Athenians expelled all the Sybarian citizens and replaced them with their own people, turning it into a colony, and naming it Thurii after a spring that was nearby (Kuiper 2013).

Egyptian Expedition by Athens
454 BC
The Egyptian Expedition by the Delian League from Athens in 454 BC was ultimately a failure. The Athenians used the excuse of this failure to move the treasury of the League to the treasury in Athens from Delos. The expedition to Egypt was to aid the anti-Persian prince Inarus (Cartwright 2016).

Ephialtes the Athenian
Active: 460s BC
Little is known about Ephialtes, though he was a democratic reformer in Athens during the 460s BC. In 465 he led a naval expedition. During the late 460s he became the leading opponent of Cimon. It is thought that he was one of a few Athenians who had a fundamental belief in the principles of democracy (Rhodes 2006).

Pericles the Athenian
495 – 429 BC
Pericles was born around 495 BC in Athens, and became a prominent statesman, a famous orator and a general for Athens. He was so influential during his life that the time in which he led Athens became known as the 'Age of Pericles'. Pericles led the Athenians during the start of the Peloponnesian Wars against the Spartans, but died before the end of it when he was among the victims who were struck with plague in 429 BC (Mark 2009).

Revolution of the 400
411 BC
The revolution took place in Athens in 411 BC. This coup took place as a result of a revolution during the Peloponnesian War which was fought between Athens and Sparta. This revolution overthrew the democratic government in Athens, and replaced it with an oligarchy, which ultimately did not last, of the 400 (Martain 1996).

Hermokopidae Affair
415 BC
Just before the Sicilian Expedition took place in 415 BC, most of the stone Hermae, that were all over the city of Athens, had their faces mutilated in one night. It was not known who committed this crime but there were large rewards offered for those who handed in the culprit. This affair was thought to be a bad omen for the Sicilian Expedition, and ultimately the accusation of Alcibiades led to the Athenian downfall in the battle to come (Thucydides, History of the Peloponnesian War, 6.27)

Sicilian Expedition
415 – 413 BC
A debate for this expedition was started in 416 BC by the Athenians. The expedition was aimed at the conquest of Sicily. Alcibiades and Nikias were both elected to be generals in this expedition, even though Nikias tried to convince the Athenians that the attack on Sicily was a bad idea. Ultimately things went badly for the Athenians when Alcibiades was called back to Athens to be killed. As a result, he turned against the Athenians and sided with Sicily (Livius Project 2005).

Conquest of Decelea
413 BC
Decelea was an ancient village within northern Attica, which served as a trade route to connect Euboea to Athens. In 413 BC the Spartans captured Decelea, took control of it and fortified it. This marked the beginning of the second phase of the Peloponnesian War, also known as the Declean War. Thucydides states that the Spartans decided to occupy Decelea once Alcibiades joined them (Livius Project 2005). 

Archelaus of Macedon
Reigned: 413 – 399 BC
Archelaus was a king of Macedon and ruled from 413 – 399 BC. He was known for the changes he made in the state administration, the military and the commerce (Thucydides, History of the Peloponnesian War, 2.100). When Archelaus first took power of Macedon he comepletely changed the relationship that it had with Athens, which had been a major threat to them over the past fifty years. He died in 399 BC during a hunt, according to one of the royal pages (Aelian, 1665: 8.9).

Carthage takes over Acragas
406 BC
The Carthaginians laid siege over Acragas in 406 BC, and lasted for about eight months. When the Carthaginian army set off towards Acragas they were unopposed by the Greeks. The city of Acragas manged to hold off the Carthaginian attacks until the relief army from Syracuse arrived to help them. (Baker, 1999)

Battle of Amphipolis
422 BC
The Battle of Amphipolis was fought in 422 by the Athenians and the Thracians, leading to a huge Athenian defeat. While the Athenians lost 600 men, Thucydides says that the Spartans and their allies only lost seven men (Rickard 2011).

Melian Expedition
416 BC
The Melian Expedition, or rather the Siege of Melos was fought between the Spartans and the Athenians during the Peloponnesian War. The Athenians invaded Melos in 416 BC. The Melians refused the Athenians demands to surrender, and once the Athenians captured Melos they slaughtered all the men and enslaved the women and children. Part of the reason for the siege on Melos was that they had ancestral ties to Sparta whilst being independent (Thucydides, History of the Peloponnesian War, 5.84).


Battle of Arginusae
406 BC
The Battle of Arginusae took place in 406 BC near the city of Canae which was situated in the Arginusae islands. The battle was fought between the Spartans and the Athenians, and the Athenians defeated the Spartans, with the Athenians losing 25 ships the Spartans losing 70 (Diodorus Siculus, Library, 13.101.4). As a result of their loss the Spartans send an embassy to Athens offering to surrender their fort at Decelea in return for peace, however this was rejected by the Athenians (Aristotle, Athenian Constitution. 34).

Corinthian War
395 – 387 BC
The Corinthian War was fought between Sparta and her allies and an alliance made up of Athens, Argos, Corinth and Thebes. After a Spartan defeat at Knidos the Persians openly supported a major revolt against Sparta within Greece. The Persians helped show their support for the allies by providing them with money. The alliance between the Persians and the collection of Greek city states ultimately failed as they were all seeking their own advantage rather than achieve peace. The war finished with an alliance between Sparta and Persia and the King's Peace (Martain 1996).

King's Peace
387/6 BC
The King's Peace signified the end of the Corinthian War. Sparta managed to come to a peace, which was guaranteed and supported by the Persian King, with the other Greek city-states. This treaty put Sparta in a position of power. With the support of the Persians, it was pretty much impossible to dispute the power of Sparta in Greece now. This peace returned the Greeks of Anatolia to the status of dependence that they were at before the victory of the Greek allies in the Persian Wars (Martain 1996).

Cadmea Affair
382 - 379 BC
Cadmea was the citadel of ancient Thebes, and was named after the founder Cadmus. The Cadmea served a similar purpose to that of the Acropolis situated in Athens. There were many assemblies of Thebes held here, as there were many public buildings. In 382 BC the Spartans disbanded the Boeotian League and took control of Cadmea, occupying it with their people (Pallardy, 2009). There was a revolt in 379 which began the Boeotian War, lasting until 371 BC, at which point Sparta lost a lot of her dominace over Greece (Rickard 2016).

Satrap's Revolt
366 - 360 BC
The Satrap's revolt took place in 366 – 360 BC in the Achaemenid Empire against the authority of Artaxerxes II Mnemon (Brosius 2016). This revolt took place in a prolonged period of unrest within the Persian Empire. After the Satrap's Revolt, other parts of the Persian Empire started to revolt which left them vulnerable to attack (Rickard 2015).

Foundation of the Second Athenian League
378 – 355 BC
The Second Athenian League was set up primarily for defence against the Spartans, and secondly against the Persian Empire. The formation of this league was started in reaction to the capture of the Cadmea in Thebes. However, this league ultimately failed, as under the Athenian leadership there was little direct action against Sparta (Hornblower, 2005)

Social War
357 – 355 BC
The Social War that took place between 357 and 355 can also be known as the War of the Allies, between Athens and the allied city-states of Chior, Phodes, Cos and Byzantion. This war started as a result of the increasing power of Athens with the Second Athenian Empire. This war ended up weakening Athens significantly and stopped them from being able to interfere with the expanding Macedonian Empire (Rickard 2016).

Death of Lysander of Sparta
395 BC
Lysander was a Spartan statesman and general who is most known for his defeat of the Athenian navy at the Battle of Aiospotamoi in 405 BC. Lysander was killed in 395 BC by the Thebans while he was attacking the walls of Hallartos. His body was taken from the battle and buried in Panope on the road from Chaeronea to Delphi according to Plutarch (Cartwright 2016).

Agesilaus of Sparta
400 – 359 BC
Agesilaus was a Spartan king who ruled from 398 – 360 BC. He was born of the Eurypontif family, which was one of the two royal dynasties of Sparta. He was the second son of Archidamus II and became king after his elder brother, Agis II, when he died in 400 BC. Agesilaus died in 359 BC when he fell ill once reaching Cyrene (Livius Project 1999).

Third Sacred War
356 – 346 BC
The Third Sacred War took place between 356 and 346 BC, and was fought between Thebes and their neighbours in Phocis. The war was triggered by a religious dispute, though the fire of the war was kept heated by the long-standing rivalry between Phocis and Thebes. While the war began between these two city states it expanded to include most of the powerful Greek city-states, and was ended by Philip II of Macedon (Rickard 2016).

League of Corinth
338/7 BC
The League of Corinth, also referred to as the Hellenic League, was a federation of Greek states that was created by Philip II of Macedonia after the Battle of Chaeronea. This federation was used to facilitate his use of military forces in his war against Persia (Pholenz 1996: 20).

Battle of Chaeronea
338 BC
The Battle of Chaeronea was fought in 338 BC outside of the town Chaeronea. The battle was fought between Athens, combined with Thebes and Macedon, which was rising in power during this time. The Macedonians won this battle. This battle is considered to be a turning point for the Greeks, showing that they were no longer a threat, both politically and militarily (Wasson 2009).


Demosthenes the Orator
384 – 322 BC
Demosthenes was an Athenian orator, born in 384 BC. At the age of seven Demosthenes was orphaned and his inheritance got mishandled by his legal guardians (Burke 1999: 61). According to Plutarch, Demosthenes had "an inarticulate and stammering pronunciation" which he managed to get rid of by speaking with pebbles in his mouth (Murphy 1998). Demosthenes managed to take his guardians when he came of age and won part of his inheritance back. He was regarded as one of the "most influential rhetors of Athens in the second half of the 4th century BC." After the Athenian defeat in the Lamian War against the Macedonian force Demosthenes was condemned to death, and committed suicide in 322 BC (Weissenberger 2006).

Battle of Leuktra
371 BC
The Battle of Leuktra took place in 371 BC and was fought between the Thebans and the Spartans. The Thebans won and became established as the most powerful city-state in Greece. The battle took place near Thebes on the plain of Leuktra. The battle took place when Sparta called for the Theban led Boeotian Confederacy to be abolished, the Thebans disagreed with this request and so war broke out (Cartwright 2013).
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