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	NAME: Scott Cornelius

	STUDENT ID No.: 2134299

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
Research Project The perception of whether Body Worn Video has changed response policing in Gorseinon police station

INTRODUCTION:
As a response officer working in Gorseinon police station I utilise Body worn video (BWV) every day and I often wonder how policing has changed since its introduction. Response policing in South Wales Police now has mandatory requirements for its use at certain incidents and I would like to capture if the perception has changed over time.

BWV has provided a platform to enable the courts and the public to witness first hand what response police officers encounter at incidents, the development of the technology means that the latest BWV can provide live streaming to assist police commanders in making real life decisions from remote locations .  BWV is important to provide reassurance and improve the lack of trust and confidence in policing at the moment. The policing model in the UK requires that the public has faith and that officers act with the highest standards and are accountable for their actions.  BWV has changed the way that response officers  are responsible for their behaviour which provides police management a way of using BWV for training and development needs, however, can also be used to address conduct matters. As a result, has this changed response policing.  

[bookmark: _Hlk175030411]BWV was introduced in SWP to all frontline police officers in 2017 after being trialled nationally.  Initially SWP utilised an American provider AXON which also provided taser devices. The aim of the introduction of BWV was to ensure that all members of the public and police staff were being treated under the codes of practice and assist in providing evidence on criminal activity directly. (Policing, 2024)
 
[bookmark: _Hlk175030419]Since its introduction continued improvement and development has been made to battery life, buffering and transferring of data.  When BWV was first introduced a large number of frontline officers were older in service, however now the average length of service has fallen dramatically to a few years’ service, with newer officers being more familiar with the emerging technology and the importance of its use. Newer officers are now being trained to utilize the body worn video and therefore do not have any bad habits regarding forgetting to activate it or deciding to use discretion when dealing with certain incidents

The use of BWV should be to improve trust and confidence of the public in policing by providing transparency with officers’ behaviour and actions. 


WORD COUNT 385


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

1. Identify whether frontline officers see using BWV as a positive tool. – this data will be collected through questionnaire. 

2. Has the use of BWV on response impacted on the number of complaints received in relation to officers at Gorseinon police station. This data can be collected through contacting PSD to see the number of complaints for Gorseinon Response officers through recent years and the comparison.

3. Are response officers more likely not to use BWV if not mandated by policy. This again will be collected through the questionnaire. 

WORD COUNT 89


	LITERATURE REVIEW:

[bookmark: _Hlk175257524]In order to have a better understanding surrounding this topic I will be reviewing a number of key literature as part of my research. Some of these will include the up-to-date information and purpose of BWV from reports from South Wales Police websites. I will utilize textbooks and articles which have previously documented the perception of BWV and its introduction.

BWV is a wearable audio, video or photographic recording system designed to help provide best evidence and assist police officers record events not only to protect themselves but to protect the public. 

[bookmark: _Hlk175356395]BWV was introduced to South Wales Police in 2017 being the last force in Wales. (Frontline South Wales Police officers get body cameras, 2017) Since its introduction Body worn video is worn Overtly by officers allowing the public clear and obvious view of the BWV ensuring that the public are aware they are being utilized for operational and a policing purpose.  Increasing transparency with the public improves the trust and confidence between the public and police. This in turn will reduce the number of false complaints against officers. A study conducted by the university of Cambridge`s institution of Criminology found that the use of BWV was associated with a 93% reduction in complaints from the public against police officers. (Police Federation, 2024)

Although there are many positives to BWV work is still ongoing into certain difficulties that can arise with their use. These can be from the camera`s not activating to officer deciding not to activate them.  BWV can also affect the behaviour of individuals should they know they are on camera, for example the number of assaults on police officers and the positive or negative reactions to the BWV being activated or deactivated. (Independant Police Complaints commission, 2016)

A number of studies were conducted prior to the introduction of BWV, however BWV has been updated and upgraded a number of times since then. BWV is able to provide response police officers with best evidence while also providing officers supervisors a real time view on developing incidents. It is currently unclear how effective the livestreaming feature on the BWV camera is or how often response officers utilize this feature. Within my Questionnaire I will ask a  number of questions surrounding this and gather officers’ perceptions surrounding its use and how often is it utilized. 

WORD COUNT 386

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

Questionnaire – Quantitative data, this allows the capture the perception of frontline officers to compare whether BWV has changed response policing from those working in this area. This appears to be the most efficient means to obtain the perception of officers. I will also be contacting PSD in order to obtain data regarding the number of complaints from Gorseinon Response officers.

WORD COUNT 60

	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
Sampling will be aimed at serving frontline officers to capture their perception of if BWV has changed response policing, they are best placed to provide their opinion which will be collated and discussed. Another option that I could consider would be asking other officers who might not work response but work close with response to see if they have any different opinions or a different perspective on response. 

WORD COUNT 68


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

Not complying with policy and misconduct procedure.

WORD COUNT 7

	TIME SCALE:

My aim will be to complete the following area`s by the following dates.

Research Proposal – 26/08/2024
Literature review – 04/11/2024
Methodology and planning – 16/12/2024
Analysis of Results – 03/02/2025
Findings and Conclusion – 10/03/2025
Final Project (Inc. Recommendations) – 07/04/2025

WORD COUNT 36
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