Workshop – West meets East – Graeco-Roman Art in Central Asia and India
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Fragmentary relief: Trojan Horse – Mardan District, Pakistan – c.2nd century AD – British Museum

In this workshop we will examine the evidence for the continuing legacy of “Hellenic” culture in the regions of central Asia and the Indian subcontinent, and how this has been adapted by later by kingdoms / cultural groups. We will also look at the evidence for the trade in artistic objects during the Roman period and how this complicates the question of “Greek” or “Roman” influences on these cultures. Some modern scholarship, with images, has been made available on Moodle which should be consulted when attempting thinking of your response to the questions set below. 

Questions:

1) What “Hellenic” motifs appear to be popular in Central Asia and northwest Indian in the early centuries AD? 

2) In what way do the “Hellenic” or “Graeco-Roman” features of this artwork appear to have been fused with indigenous, Indian and Chinese influences? What do you make of this eclectic artwork?  

3) To what extent do you think this artistic fusion is the result the legacy of the Graeco-Bactrians and Indo-Greek in the region, or might other factors like Mediterranean participation in the Indian Ocean trade played a part? 

Scholarship: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Boardman, J. (2015) The Greeks in Asia. Thames & Hudson. [pages 142-153, 162-194, see Moodle]
Rowland Jr., B. (1971/72) ‘Graeco-Bactrian Art and Gandhāra: Khalchayan and the Gandhāra Bodhisattvas’, Archive of Asian Art 25: 29-35. 

Sariandi, V. I. (2011) ‘Ancient Bactria’s Golden Hoard’, in Afghanistan: Crossroads of the Ancient World, Hiebert, F. and Cambon, P. (eds.), The British Museum Press: 211-217. [chapter on Moodle]

Schiltz, V. (2011) ‘Tillya Tepe, the Hill of Gold: A Nomad Necropolis’, in Afghanistan: Crossroads of the Ancient World, Hiebert, F. and Cambon, P. (eds.), The British Museum Press: 219-293. [relevant extracts provided on Moodle]

Appendix I: Key Maps and Locations 
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Patalene, Saraostos and Sigerdis
Patalene equates with the Indus Delta region (part of modern southern Pakistan) and was conquered by Demetrius the son of Euthydemus according to Strabo (Geography 11.11.1; see also Claudius Ptolemy Geography 7.1.55); this ruler evidentially also set up a city named Demetrias-in-Patalene. The Saraostos and Sigerdis mentioned by Strabo are also thought to possibly equate with Surashtra and Cutch in the modern Indian state of Gujarat.
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Ferghana
The Ferghana valley lies north of the Pamir Mountains and is located within the territories of modern northern Tajikistan, southern Kyrgyzstan and eastern Uzbekistan. The Yuezhi after suffering a major defeat at the hands of the Xiongnu moved westwards crossing into the Ferghana valley region before coming to the banks of the Oxus and subsequently entering into Bactria. The Sakas had previously entered into the region of Bactria by the mid-late second century BC and themselves had come under pressure from the Yuezhi (Sima Qian Shiji = Book of History). The Graeco-Bactrians had probably lost control of Bactria by c.130 BC. 
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The Sakas, Indo-Parthians and the Kushan Empire
Pliny the Elder (NH 6.19.50) claims that the Persians call the group of Scythians living nearest to them the Sacae (in Greek Sakai). Chinese historical records seem to place these Sakas (known the to the Chinese as Sai) in the territory around the Ili River and Chu River valleys before they were forced out by the migration of the Yuezhi, and during the mid-second century BC invaded into Bactria (where they would also later come under pressure from the Yuezhi). By the first century AD Saka rule had been established in northwest India, with a kingdom known as the Western Kshatrapas (or Western Satraps).    
The Indo-Parthian kingdom which encompassed parts of modern southern Afghanistan and large swaths of Pakistan, appears to have arisen at the end of the first century BC and continued into the first century AD under the Gondopharid dynasts. Most knowledge about this kingdom comes from coinage and brief references in textual sources such as in the Periplus Maris Erythraei (38) which refers to various Parthian princes of the Indus Delta region who were constantly chasing each other off the throne.
The Kushan or Kushana appear to have been one of the tribes of the Yuezhi confederation who would establish a major Empire in Bactria, Gandhara, the Indus Valley area and parts of northern India during the course of the first to third centuries AD. 
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Gandhara
The ancient region of Gandhara lay in the north of modern Pakistan and partially in north-eastern Afghanistan. It was one of the regions annexed by the invading Indo-Greeks at the beginning of the second century BC. They would continue to rule in this region until the early first century BC when the territory fell to the Sakas, then the Indo-Parthians and eventually the Kushan Empire. During the Indo-Greek period aspects of Hellenic culture was adapted and modified and would continue to have an impact even after the fall of the Indo-Greeks. This legacy is particularly noticeable in artistic representations. Indeed, in the Kushan period a great many representations of the Buddha, scenes from the Buddha’s life, and wider stories connected to him were represented in a distinct style of art that, in part, was informed by earlier Hellenic influences (and possibly by contemporary contact with the Mediterranean world).
 

Appendix II: Graeco-Bactrians and Indo-Greeks – Key Dates

311-305 BC - Seleucus I campaigns in the Upper or Eastern Satrapies 
305/04 BC – ceding of border territories by Seleucus I to the Maurya.
294-281 BC – major phase of Seleucid activity in Central Asia; Antiochus I sent to manage Upper Satrapies by his father (Seleucus); substantial foundation of new settlements and re-founding of settlements originally established by Alexander. 
mid-late third century BC – Diodotus I and Diodotus II loosen their association with the Seleucid Empire; Diodotus II adopts title of basileus (king) for himself posthumously applies it to his father (Diodotus I). 
c.220s BC - Euthydemus I seizes power from Diodotus II.
c.209-206 BC – Antiochus III marches east to deal with problems in the Upper Satrapies including revolts Hyrcania and Parthia, as well as attempting to bring the breakaway Graeco-Bactrians to heel; Antiochus initially defeats Euthydemus on the open field but fails to capture Bactra (chief city of Bactria) after a prolonged siege.
206 BC – Euthydemus recognised as king; marriage alliance formed, Demetrius (son of Euthydemus) married to one of Antiochus’ daughters; Euthydemus surrenders his elephant corps to Antiochus. 
206-205 BC – Antiochus III marches to border territory of Indian (probably Mauryan king) Sophagasenus (as he is referred to in Greek sources); treaty of friendship renewed, Antiochus receives a gift (quite likely extorted) of war-elephants (precise number not specified, but Antiochus’ total elephant corps now reach 150). 
end of third to early second century BC – the Graeco-Bactrians appear to lose control of Sogdia.
c.200 BC – Demetrius the “invincible” takes power.
early decades of second century BC – Graeco-Bactrians cross over the Parapamisadae (Hindu Kush) and take advantage of declining Mauryan power; last Mauryan king Bṛhadratha overthrown by one of his own generals Puṣyamitra (who established the Sunga dynasty). 
c.190-180s BC - Agathocles and Pantaleon issue bilingual currency.
mid-second century BC - Eucratides the Great (contemporary of Mithradates of Parthia who ruled c. 175-160 BC) is probably last significant king with territories in Bactria; seems to have lost territories to the Parthians and “Scythians”, i.e. Sakas according to Strabo and Justin.
c.155-130 BC – Menander “the Saviour” rules; perhaps the most successful of the Indo-Greek kings who may even have marched an army (in a wider alliance) as far east as Pataliputra; seems to favour Buddhism (see coin issues) and even appears in Buddhist tradition as a convert (see the Milindapanha - The Questions of Milinda). 
c.145-130 BC – sacking of Samarkand.
c.145 BC – initial sacking of Aï Khanum by the Sakas and subsequently by Yuehzi (Yueh-Chih) c.130 BC.
129/128 BC - Zhang Qian during his travels in Central Asia mentions seeing the Yuezhi on the northern banks of the Oxus River.   
late second century BC – Heliodorus is sent as ambassador by the Indo-Greek Antialcidas to the court of King Kasiputra Bhagabhadra, and while at Vidisha (Besngar) sets up a pillar declaring himself a devotee of Vishnu. 
c.90-80 BC – around this time the Indo-Scythian/Saka king Maues has probably taken over control of the city of Taxila.
c.70 BC – Indo-Greek rule in the region which is now modern Kabul probably falls to Yuezhi at this time.
mid-first century BC – Indo-Greek rule in Gandhara probably lost to the Indo-Scythians/Sakas by this point. 
beginning of the first century AD – last vestiges of Indo-Greek rule in what is now the modern eastern Punjab seems to be swept away by the Sakas; Strato II possibly last Indo-Greek ruler (or at least vassal of one of the invading groups). 



image7.png




image8.jpeg
e EMPIRE

o .
e
K

SATAVAHANA
T il

PANDYAN
Kingoow CHOAS:




image9.png




image10.png




image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg
Ma hyamlka~
Slndhll Sewid)
meL i

S|myII:O ’* Pratishthana (Palthan)
/"SATAVAHANA',

<
INDO:GREEK KINGDOM| | . Eyip|RE . @ .
Territories: Ze Amaravati
Source: iHistorical Atlas \ (
m of the Indian Peninsula” X )
Oxford University Press s

CHOLAS

' Recorded encounters
o Known embassies





image3.png
o




image4.png
7o ket
UZBEKISTAN





image5.jpeg




image6.png
D  Bishkek o ‘
Tt -
gt 2 "““3:‘ -
ot Bsuate :
2 Sulblo
PARTHIAR e o SHOER il
\
iy 4 4
~ )

SATAVAHANA





