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Introduction

I will be discussing the continuous improvement of the following forms of teaching / learning; blended learning, traditional classroom learning and how they both compare to each other, including the pros and cons of each way of learning and how they continue to develop and adapt to the ever-changing circumstances of the learning industry.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Firstly, I will break down the pros and cons of blended learning and traditional classroom learning, including definitions/ clarification of concepts, followed by an evaluation of both forms of teaching in the past and present, supported by evidence and examples. Then recommendations will be given based on opinion. the evaluation will be an assessment of the value of both forms of learning, so you the reader can grasp an understanding of the topics being discussed.















Advantages of blended Learning

Beginning with Blended learning, this report will try to depict this method of learning, starting with the pros, which is seen as a crucial factor due to recent circumstances of the pandemic making online learning mandatory and in-class learning a luxury. If the pros of online learning do not outweigh the cons, then this causes problems for university students worldwide. 

Blended learning is known to reduce stress and promote deeper learning, according to a book I read (Jacques 2017) which in the long-term and short-term increases student satisfaction in their own ability to work individually and in teams, boosting their confidence (lynch 2018) as they are able to work within the ‘comfort-zone’ of their own homes. This may also be beneficial to students who have anxiety/stage fright, particularly when having your camera on is not compulsory and you can simply listen/watch the lecturer and take it all in.
 
The blended learning method is great for students who cannot commit to a full week timetable due to other responsibilities for example, work and/or childcare duties, this brings me to another advantage of blended learning being time management. The flexibility of this form of learning promotes a more conductive atmosphere, the online sessions allow less proficient students to present their ideas. There are also great facilities for students in special education. (Cooper, 2021)
 
They also provide facilities online, for anyone who is suffering with mental health, where necessary help is supplied for anyone who wants/ needs help with not only wellbeing but with financial support too.
























Disadvantages of Blended learning

Although, Blended learning has many plus factors, there are also cons, such as, students becoming overwhelmed and may start to experience cognitive load. Not only that, but also many students are met with technology difficulties; not having access to a laptop/computer, not having the funds for required software's, no internet access or being in a situation where the one computer of a household is being shared and deadlines are unable to be met. 
In addition, this leads to another issue which occurs through Blended learning… credibility of sources and plagiarism. Due to students being left to their own devices (metaphorically speaking) they might source incorrect information on set topics and/or plagiarise information and not link the original writer which could affect their work, grade, and learning. 

There is also a lack of direct contact, which is controversial alluding to the recent/ongoing pandemic that is occurring, meaning it can be seen as both good and bad based on opinion. As a pro however, it hinders a certain teacher-student relationship. This means that students will be less likely to learn from their teacher's own knowledge keeping them at a disadvantage to the students who had face to face classroom learning time.

Moreover, personal problems/ issues at home are less likely to be sent in an email or said over the call, putting said student in an isolation bubble and not getting the help they may need in-order to complete work/courses. Students in a blended learning paradigm must often use technology outside of the classroom. Because not every learner will have equal access to materials, online learning can be difficult, if not impossible. (Everything you need to know about blended learning - FutureLearn, 2021)

























Pros of Traditional classroom learning in the HE sectors

Traditional classroom learning, which is also known as back-to-basics conventional education, (Teaching Methods: Traditional Vs Modern, 2017),
 or customary education (senthilkumarsjc, 2015) is a learning strategy that does have plus factors. One of them being, students are able to learn how to work under pressure which in-turn gives them more confidence in speaking publicly. This encourages students to work at a higher level of competitiveness and ambition to thrive. (Taneja, 2020) 

This sort of behaviour will allow the students to cultivate interpersonal skills resulting in character building. Being in an environment where there's multiple types of personalities and mannerisms can improve students people skills; this will help the student future massively. Being in a classroom offers student stability and a plan that is easy to follow. In a classroom students get to experience various classroom activities, such as debates, group projects and group discussions. They also have great facilities for special education. A classroom symbolizes a learning environment which lets students know what they are there to do.

Furthermore, students are able to bounce ideas and energy off one another which creates friendships and/or relationships and this is a big part of university, student interaction. Students are able to help and guide one another, if necessary. this however could also be seen as a con because students may unintentionally give mistaken information to their peers, and it could potentially become a little complex for both the teacher having to reteach correct information and the students having to unlearn incorrect information.





















Cons of Traditional classroom learning in the HE sectors

There are cons to Traditional classroom learning as well as pros. The first con being that this form of teaching has more of a confined way of learning, meaning students have little room to show their own way of comprehending; some people are visual learners, some auditory and some kinaesthetic, so having a range of teaching styles will help a wider range of students as it is more likely to help them absorb information in ways better suited to them resulting in them learning to their full potential. 

Traditional classroom learning has a system where teachers/lectures take an ‘one-size-fits all’ approach (Advantage and Disadvantage of Traditional Learning Classroom, 2019), meaning every student in the class is taught the same way, which I feel is not the correct way every student should be taught, as every individual has a unique way of learning and/or thinking and/or the way they process information, so this way of teaching may be profitable to some students who work well in this sort of environment, but it is known to be challenging to students who find it difficult to work independently. 

Traditional classroom learning consists of taking notes instead of students understanding what they are being taught and absorbing innovative ideas like intended. There is also a lack of flexibility in hours of study, so it can be seen as time consuming. Some students spend hours of the day just on travelling to and from the university lectures so with all that time saved they are able to be more productive with their learning time. 

Not only that but resources are wasted in higher volumes I.e., paper printing and distributing to multiple students daily adds up and most of these papers get thrown away or lost. Another negative point of traditional learning would be that students, both special education and non-special education, must travel to and from campus and class, therefore costing university more money in the long run, this money could be put to better use having the potential to create a better learning environment or on educational class trips.













Evaluation of both forms of learning

To sum it up, Blended learning and traditional learning are both beneficial to students who have no learning difficulties and they also both have suitable special educational facilities for students with learning difficulties too. Blended learning being more economically efficient as cost for students/lecturers travelling are reduced exponentially. This also helps the environment by keeping a slightly cleaner atmosphere since less people are driving or taking public transport, 

but for students who do need help with their work.

Although both forms of learning have many positive factors, they both come with many forms of expenses. In the past, traditional classroom learning dominated all forms of learning due to the lack of advances in technology. Due to the panic that’s been created to get people to be more concerned about public safety/ hygiene ways of teaching/learning have been forced to branch out to be able to get information across to students by any means necessary. 

In the early 2000s up until 2015 technology was not as revolutionary and it is currently, so blended learning would not have been able to be implicated into the educational system. 

Furthermore, traditional classroom learning does not require technology which could save money for other facilities and/or equipment such as, gym equipment, art supplies, disability access points, library books and classroom supplies.

Both forms of learning have many things in common, for example: without lecturers and students they both would not exist, they both rely on the participation of the students and lecturers, maybe sometime in the future lecturers will not be needed in both forms of learning which will bridge an even bigger gap between blended learning and traditional classroom learning, but for now they will remain less futuristic. 

If lecturers were not needed any longer many people would be out of work alternately possibly causing mass depression throughout the lecturers who have lost their jobs, but on the contrary resources will be reserved for dire needs and less wasteful reasons. Not only would resources be saved but since lecturers would not be needed, hundreds and thousands would be saved because there would not be and lecturers to pay, only computer programmers and/or technicians.

They both have difficulties, but blended learning is considered the better form of learning.







Conclusion and recommendations 

The answer to the question (Is blended learning suitable for students studying the certificate in higher education?) is, yes. in fact, I believe that it is the most suitable. The higher recommended form of learning is blended learning due to it being more beneficial to the students and lecturers. For any reader that is interested in studying, blended learning will supply you with a comfortable environment for learning, having the choice to stay at home and attend classes via online Microsoft teams or attend classes on campus, will allow you to save a lot of travel expenses and it allows you to decide to learn in the most suitable way for you. plus, this opens multiple doors and opportunities for people who need to stay at home for childcare responsibilities or disabilities that prevent them from being able to leave their residence, they can stay in the comfort of their own home, save money whilst learning, which is a win situation to me.
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