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Create a thematic resource that is suitable for teachers to use as an inspiration for children’s learning (either 3 – 7 or 7 – 11yr olds) in a modern curriculum 
context. Choose a modern artefact as a basis to the work. The resource could include music, drama, dance, art, design, film and/or media activities. Justify your reasoning with references to theorists and relevant current research. 


Creativity isn’t something that can be defined into one subject, it is something that is taught throughout the curriculum with its main emphasis being through the creative arts. The meaning of creativity isn’t something that can be easily defined as it can mean something different depending on who you ask. However it can be separated into four areas: using imagination, pursuing purposes, being original and judging value (Desailly, 2012). Robinson (2006) believes that learning a specific skill no longer has the same value as it previously did. What prepares children for their future lives is learning how to be more creative. The way that the world is moving forward the children of today’s world’s jobs may not have been created yet. In order to give the children the best opportunity of succeeding in life we need to give them as many different experiences as possible whilst in education. Grigg (2016) believes that whilst children need knowledge they also need to learn the skills to be able to do something with that knowledge. By developing children’s creativity skills there is a higher chance that they will be able to apply their knowledge creatively in the future giving them more opportunities in their career choices. Children need to be encouraged to be independent, creative thinkers rather than being afraid of being different which could lead to them being afraid to be wrong as adults, this is agreed by Robinson (2006). 

The artefact that I have chosen to base my activities on is the replica of Wales’ first ever National Eisteddfod chair which is located at Cardigan castle (appendix 1). The artefact will be the inspiration for the following activities under the theme of The Eisteddfod as Cardigan castle is where the first Eisteddfod was held in 1176 by Yr Arglwydd Rhys. This chair was sculpted by Paul Clarke in 2015 using natural oak from the local community surrounding Cardigan during the castle’s £2million restoration in 2015. Glen Johnson (2015) believes that this chair is the ultimate symbol of Wales’ national Eisteddfod and that there is no better place for it to be than Cardigan Castle. I have chosen to use this artefact as it has personal importance to my childhood. I was raised living in the house neighbouring the castle, which has now been converted into the café for visitors to the castle. The activities I have created will be aimed at Key Stage 2 children as I believe exploring the history of Yr Arglwydd Rhys would be more suited for this age group. The following activities also fit into the national curriculum for Key Stage 2.

This artefact has the opportunity to take children’s learning in a variety of different directions (appendix 2), for the purpose of this assignment I will be focusing on three different activities. Before any of the following activities take place the children will gain knowledge of what the chair is and the history of the National Eisteddfod. The children will also be learning about the history of Yr Arglwydd Rhys including when he arrived at Cardigan, how he conquered the castle and also about his time as the ruler of the kingdom known then as Deheubarth in South Wales between 1155 and 1197.  Alongside the history of Yr Arglwydd Rhys the children will also explore the history of the National Eisteddfod and how it began with Yr Arglwydd Rhys paying members of the public to perform for him.

Activity 1 – Welsh Folk Dancing

The first activity I have planned comes under the physical development strand of the national curriculum (appendix 3).  The aim of the activity is for the children to learn a Welsh folk dance known as Dawns y Gwerin, following this the children will have the opportunity to create their own folk dance to a different piece of music. This will be completed over a number of sessions.
Welsh folk dancing was a tradition at festivals and open-air events throughout Wales for the more common people whilst the upper class would folk dance at balls and parties. Unfortunately during the industrial revolution Welsh folk dancing was disappearing. However with thanks to Lois Blake in the 1930’s, the introduction of folk dancing to the National Eisteddfod and local barn dances during the 1960s and 1970s folk dancing could be seen to have a place in the future of Wales (National Museum of Wales, 2007). 
The first part of the activity will be to listen to the music for Dawns y Gwerin. After listening to this the children will be discussing the different elements that can be heard. Following this the children will then move on to learning the dance as a whole class, this will be done by breaking the dance down into segments, using lots of repetition in order to help them learn and memorise the different steps, this is supported by Steiner’s theory that repetition helps the development of memory (Pound, 2008). Once the children have learnt all of the segments they will be able to piece them together performing the dance as a whole. Once the children have performed the dance we will be discussing the different elements of the dance using the correct terms, to help the children with this they will have a ‘word bank’ of different words that can be used to describe dancing (appendix 4). In order to develop their creativity the children will then be working collaboratively in small groups to create their own piece of folk dancing to the music ‘slip jigs’ by Calan (2012). In an article by Marmol (2017) it is suggested that working in groups is a proven way to generate ideas, listening to each other in order to strengthen and improve on ideas.
The children will be using their knowledge of folk dancing that they gained whilst learning Dawns y Gwerin and applying it to their own ideas. Before the children begin to choreograph their own dances they will listen to ‘slip jigs’, this will move on to discussions on the different elements that can be heard with a focus on the pace, timbre and structure. This will lead on to the children independently discussing in their groups the different movements and steps that can be used to support the different elements, whether there’s any repetition and the speed of the dance. By doing this independently the children will be using their own creative ideas without having ideas forced upon them by the teacher. The children will also be encouraged to think about whether any steps they do could mimic the instruments that can be heard. 

The assessment of learning strategy that will be used during this activity will focus on self and peer assessment. This will be done by the children recording their different dances, once this has been done in their groups they will play it back and identify their strengths and how they could have done something differently in order to improve it. As a class the children will then watch each other’s dances and give feedback, the children could also discuss if any of the different dances have any similarities. This assessment for learning strategy is seen as children being able to improve their knowledge and being an important part of formative assessment (Black and Wiliam, 1998; Andrade and Valtcheva, 2009), Donaldson (2015) also believes that self-assessment will help children take more responsibility of their own learning. However it is suggested by the Center for Education Innovation (date unknown) peer pressure of friendship groups may affect their feedback. In order for the children to correctly self and peer evaluate their work the teacher will have to observe their discussions to prevent this happening. The teacher will also need to ensure that the children are being fair with their comments and not offending anybody, this can be done by have rules in place, for example if the children want to say something negative they have to say two positive things first.

The reason I have chosen this activity is because I believe that it is important for children to learn about the different cultures of Wales, this belief is supported in the KS2 framework for ESDGC (DCELLS, 2008). Folk dancing plays a big role in Wales’ history and culture therefor teaching this to the children will allow them to gain knowledge of something their older relatives may have done. I believe that I will help folk dancing securing a place in our future with the younger generations learning it. This activity also develops the cultural strand in WAG (2003) by celebrating the culture and traditions of Wales. Dancing is also a way for children to express their understanding of the world and also themselves (Boomfields and Childs, 2012). 

Activity 2 – Re-creating a traditional Welsh recipe

This activity that I have planned will continue over a number of lessons during the course of a week. In this activity the children will be developing their creativity skills through cooking welsh cakes. Although welsh cakes are very traditional this activity will allow the children to adapt them by adding their own individuality into them. Although there isn’t a wide range of cooking in the national curriculum it does have a place in Design and Technology. Design and Technology in primary education should give children opportunities to develop their skills, knowledge and understanding of designing and making different products, it is important to encourage creativity and design, and to explore a variety of natural and designed products (DATA, unknown date). It is believed by Jones and Wyse (2004) that Design and Technology can provide an outstanding level of high order engagement. Cooking can promote creativity by giving different opportunities to make decisions, add extra flavours and experiment creatively, this view is supported by (Tomlin, date unknown).

To begin the activity the children will each be given a welsh cake and asked to discuss with their partners how their different to each other’s. Following this discussion they will then be asked to give half of their welsh cake to their partners. The children will then be asked to taste their original half and then the half that their partner gave them. Following this they will then have the same discussion of how theirs is different from their partners. They will be encouraged to discuss which ingredients they could taste, the colour and shape of the welsh cakes. Following their discussions with their partners the children will then share their opinions with the rest of the class, the purpose of doing this is for the children to see that there isn’t anything individual about welsh cakes and that all of them were the same. Building on their discussions the children will be encouraged to think of different ways that they would like to adapt the original welsh cakes so that they are different and unique. 
Following these discussions each table will be given a box of a variety of different ingredients including food colouring, chocolate chips, different fruits etc.. The children will then be asked to independently design their own welsh cakes in a shape of their choice with a list of which ingredients they would like to use, including anything that isn’t already on their tables. Tina Bruce is a theorist with one of her focuses being creativity, she believes that it is important for children to have opportunities in which they can act as independent workers making their own choices (Pound, 2009). At the end of this session their designs will be collected and a list will be made of any extra ingredients that will be needed in preparation for the following lesson. 
During the next lesson it will be explained to the children that they will need to using the original recipe for welsh cakes to make the dough and then they will be able to add in the extra ingredients that they chose when they designed their own welsh cakes in their previous lesson. 
Before the children start any cooking or preparation they will be taught about food safety and hygiene. They will learn about why hygiene and safety is important when doing any form of cooking or preparation of food. The children will be learning about food hygiene using ‘Germ Watch’. This is a programme which was developed in association with the Food Standards Agency, it has been designed for teachers to teach children the importance of safe food hygiene through a practical approach (FSA, 2008). This is something that children should learn as they will be able to transfer their knowledge into everyday life, ensuring that food preparation is done safely without risk to their health and safety. 
The children will then be measuring out their own ingredients following the recipe they have been given and then adding their ingredients of choice which will also need to be measured and recorded in preparation for the next lesson. Once the children have prepared the dough and the extra ingredients added the children will need to make 6 welsh cakes each in whichever shape they have chosen ready to be baked in the oven. 
The next part of the activity will be for the children to calculate how much they will need to sell their welsh cakes for in order to make a profit. They will be given the price of how much each ingredient cost to buy. From these prices they will need to calculate how much the amount they used cost, for example 500g of flour costs £2.00 they used 150g how much did that cost? Once they’ve calculated each ingredient individually and then added them all together, including their extra ingredients they will calculate how much each individual welsh cake cost to make. Following this they will decide how much of a profit they want to make and add that onto the final costings per welsh cake giving them the price that each welsh cake will be sold at.
This activity has strong cross-curricular links between Design and Technology and numeracy (Appendix 5). Barnes (2011) believes that cross-curricular learning should be limited to a maximum of four subjects in order to avoid making artificial links and missing opportunities to develop the depth of the children’s learning. It was also advised by Estyn (2000) that schools should plan for cross-curricular themes or topics in order to build upon children’s prior knowledge and understanding.
This activity could then lead on to develop the children’s digital competency skills. The Digital Competency Framework has been designed to be taught cross-curricular alongside the National Curriculum. Donaldson (2015) suggests that digital competence is becoming more important in both education and everyday life therefor it should have a similar status to literacy and numeracy within the National Curriculum. They will have the opportunity to use ICT programmes in order to design a box for their Welsh cakes. During this the children will need to think about what information they need to put on their boxes. They will need to include a list of ingredients, any allergy advice and any important information that they think will be required on there.

Activity 3 – Creating a piece of artwork based on the local area

The focus of this activity will be art in the national curriculum (appendix 6). The children will have the opportunity to look at different Welsh artists, they will then be creating their own artwork in which they could take inspiration from the artist previously looked at. 
The theme of the artwork the children will be creating will be ‘something in my local area’ where the children can choose anywhere in the local area that as an importance to them. From this theme the artists that have been chosen to focus on are Helen Elliot and Gwilym Pritchard. The reason behind the choice of these artists is that their work is based around lanscapes that can be seen around you, including buildings and natural environments. Although both of their work is based on similar aspects their styles are completely different. Having chosen two artists of similar work, using different styles will give the children the opportunity to compare two different pieces of art discussing the different artistic elements which make up the different pieces. 
Helen Elliot is as artist living in Newcastle Emlyn, it is here that she has also set up her art studio which is open to members of the public. She isn’t your typical artist as she, without any previous education in art she has been able to explore art in a unique and memorable way. From a young age Helen dreamed of becoming an artist. Being told by an artistic academy that she didn’t have the potential to become an artist she lost her confidence and gave up on her dream. At the age of 30 Helen got back her confidence in art when a fellow artist from Pembrokeshire encouraged her to get back into painting, since then she hasn’t stopped.
Gwilym Pritchard was an artist born in the village of Llanystumdwy. He trained at Birmingham college of art, following this he followed a career path to becoming a teacher in Angelesy. In 1973 he decided to leave paid employment to become a full time artist. Gwiliym spent many years travelling through various countries in Europe before he settled in Tenby in 1999. In 2006 following the death of Sir Kyffin Williams, Gwilym gained the title of the senior figure in Welsh landscape painting and was one of Wales’ most successful artists. Following his success an exhibition of his was held in Cardiff in 2013, he also has collections in various locations including the National Library of Wales and the Contemporary Art Society of Wales. Sadly, Gwilym died at his home in June 2015.
This activity will start by the children researching the history of Helen Elliot. DES (2015) suggests in their action plan that there should be an increase opportunity for children to experience the work of Welsh artists. Following this the children will be spending a lesson looking at Helen Elliot’s ‘AB2 New Quay’ painting (appendix 7). During this activity the children will discuss what they like and dislike about the painting. They will be encouraged to discuss which of 7 elements have been used in the painting (line, tone, colour, pattern, texture, shape and form). The following lesson will be of similar structure where the children will be researching the history of Gwilym Pritchard. They will then be looking at his painting titled ‘Tre Castell’ (appendix 8), having the same discussions as in the previous lesson on Helen Elliot. Once the children have discussed both paintings they will be comparing them to eachother. They will be discussing in groups the similarities and differences between the two pieces of art work, following this they will be sharing their opinions with the whole class. During this discussion the children will have the opportunity to discuss which is their favourite piece of art work giving their reasons why. At the end of this session the children will be asked to think about somewhere in their local area that means something to them in preparation for the next lesson.
During the next lesson the children will begin to create their own art work with the opportunity to take inspiration from Helen Elliot and Gwilym Pritchard’s work. At the beginning of the lesson will be an opportunity to have a recap on the two pieces of art and discussions on where they have chosen. The children will be told that they can either take inspiration from one of the artists, combine the two together however they will be encouraged to create their own. In the classroom will be a variety of different materials for the children to choose from. By allowing the children to take inspiration from another piece of art hopefully this will encourage the children who usually struggle to use their creative skills when creating artwork. Edwards (2010) believes that all children are already artists, they need to be provided with materials and time to explore their artistic selves. There will be different kinds of paints, crayons, pastels, inks, canvases, card and a variety of different tools available for the children to decide which they would prefer to use.
Once the children have finished their art work they will be given the opportunity to share with the class why they chose that place and also why they chose to create the art in that specific way. The children will be encouraged to use the correct vocabulary for the elements of art when sharing their art work. Grigg (2015) believes that art plays a main role in promoting children’s personal development, art provides opportunities for children to explore their feeling by expressing their ideas.

Once all of the planned activities which have been outlined during this essay have come to an end there will be an opportunity to celebrate the success of the work that the children have been doing during the theme of the Eisteddfod. Janes (2014) believes that at the end of a project the children’s success should be celebrated with fellow pupils and parents. The parents of this children will be invited into school where the children will be holding their own Eisteddfod. During this Eisteddfod the children will be able to show their parents what they have been preparing the last few weeks. The children will have the opportunity to display their art work, sell their welsh cakes and perform their dances. A report by Estyn (2015) suggests that almost all of the children that are involved in a performance felt more confident in contributing to class discussions and presenting to the whole class. 

Whilst teaching the creative arts is extremely rewarding and enjoyable for the children it does have its difficulties for the teacher. Planning creative teaching strategies for children will put extra pressure on teachers if their not naturally creative people. Morris (2006) believes that teaching for creativity can be time consuming in generating ideas and evaluating whether the planned strategies have been successful. 
In order to plan a successful lesson developing children’s creativity the teacher will need to have sufficient knowledge of that area. Donaldson (2015) proposes to improve the delivery of creativity by embedding it into the new curriculum and making it one of the four purposes ‘enterprising, creative contributors’. I believe that this along with giving teachers sufficient training will give children a better opportunity to develop the creative skills whilst in school. The Arts Council of Wales have developed a Lead Creative Schools Scheme (2015) which will help teachers improve the quality of their teaching and learning of creativity. This scheme will support the teacher when teaching children as they can take ideas and information from it to develop creativity at its full potential. Alongside this it is important to remember that different children learn in different ways, whilst some may strive in maths others may excel in the arts. It is important for the teacher to give children a variety of experiences. Robinson (2006) talk about arts being at the bottom of the curriculum world wide. He believes that creativity should be treated with the same importance as literacy with dance being taught everyday just like mathematics is. This supports the belief that children should develop their creativity and given more experiences to prepare them for their futures. Whilst Donaldson (2015) proposes that creativity is embedded into the curriculum he also see’s the importance of the Curriculum Cymreig. He believes that it should also be embedded across the curriculum whenever possible. This will give the children many opportunities to learn the history, culture and language of the country that they live. The activities that have been planned during this essay all include areas of the Curriculum Cymreig developing the children’s knowledge and understanding of Wales.
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