Huw Edwards
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huwedwards53@btinternet.com     07967 007701

Higher Education 
1973-1976
Manchester Polytechnic:  BA (Hons) Science Degree specialising in Social Policy. 
Social Policy was a fascinating subject but some of the teaching and course organisation on this degree was very poor, graduated with 2:2 class degree which was disappointing and cost opportunity to do M.Sc in Social Policy at London School of Economics.    
Degree course was followed by one year doing some part time adult education teaching and working for the charity Mencap which offered fascinating insight into field of learning disabilities. Applied to do MA in Social Policy at University of York.

1977-1978  
University of York: MA in Social Policy
Accepted to do one-year full time MA with funding from SSRC. Department was very stimulating with strong research ethos. Dissertation subject was on new government initiative – ‘Joint Financing between Health and Social Services.’ 

1978-1980
University of York: M Phil in Social Policy
Offered SSRC research grant to do M.Phil. Research centred on Infant Mortality ‘one of the most sensitive indicators of social welfare we possess’ (Titmuss). Examined the empirical evidence on persistent social class gradient in infant mortality during 20th century but also ethical issues in medical decision making at which can affect neonatal mortality rates.
Research undertaken with Professor Jonathan Bradshaw and the Social Policy Research Unit at York on area variations in infant mortality published in Journal of Epidemiology and Social Medicine.
Thesis:  A Study of Contemporary Infant Mortality and Social Policy 
Also engaged as part time teacher on postgraduate social policy and social work courses which was a valuable opportunity to develop skills in social policy and incentive to become a social policy lecturer.



University Lecturer
1980-1981
Coventry (Lanchester) Polytechnic: Lecturer in Social Policy 
Temporary one year appointment responsible for delivering courses on social policy on undergraduate degree and professional courses including social work and health care. Also responsible for undergraduate option in Race Relations.

1981-1983
Completing M.Phil thesis   Part time lecturer
Completed and successfully submitted MP Phil.
Undertaking part time teaching positions in social policy at: Hatfield Polytechnic, Coventry (Lanchester) Polytechnic and West London Institute of HE; also teaching Ethics at the American College Richmond.

1983-1984
University of Sheffield: Lecturer in Social Policy 
Temporary one year appointment in Department of Applied Social Studies responsible for delivering courses on social policy and social planning on undergraduate degree and professional courses including Master of Social Work.

1983-1984
London South Bank Polytechnic: Lecturer in Social Policy
Temporary one year appointment in a stimulating multi-cultural environment teaching social policy with a focus on health policy to a wide range of undergraduate, M.Sc and professional courses. Frist experience of supervising Masters level dissertations. 

1984-1987  
Manchester Polytechnic: Lecturer in Social Policy 
Appointed to a one-year post that was extended to three one-year posts. Enriching opportunity to expand my range of social policy focussing on social services, health and policy and ideologies of welfare.
Engaged in research on problems of low pay and earnings inequality in Wales working with Low Pay Unit.

1987-1991
Brighton Polytechnic:  Lecturer in Social Policy 
First permanent position in HE teaching social policy and housing policy. Stimulating experience in a friendly and supporting department.
Continued with research on low pay in Wales - briefing MPs, liaising with Shadow Minister Tony Blair and featuring in HTV documentary.
In October 1990, selected as Labour Party Parliamentary Candidate for Monmouth constituency.

Member of Parliament
1991-1992
Member of Parliament – Labour Monmouth
Elected in high profile by election in May 1991 overturning 9,300 majority to win by 2,400 votes.. 
Represented largely rural constituency of Monmouth. Served on Welsh Affairs Select Committee. 
Developed skills in campaigning and working with the media.
Defeated in 1992 General Election.

1992-1997
University of Brighton: Senior Lecturer in Social Policy 
Tutor for Open University 
Returned to Brighton after one year sabbatical as Senior Lecturer to continue to be responsible for social policy across degree and professional courses. 
Overall, an enjoyable and stimulating experience but mindful of seeking to stand again in next General Election so maintained links in Monmouth.
Also worked as part time tutor for OU. Learned new skills in distance learning and interactive teaching.


1997-2005  
Member of Parliament: Labour Monmouth  
Returned to Westminster following 1997 General Election with 4,000 majority and sat on government benchers following Labour victory under Tony Blair. 
Served on Committee for National Minimum Wage Bill; member of Welsh Affairs Select Committee and  joint founder of All Party Groups on Learning Disability and Carers. Introduced 10 Minute Rule Bill on carers rights to respite care later incorporated into the Carers and Disabled Children Act 2000.
Interest in constitutional affairs and devolution in Wales. 
Defeated in 2005 General Election.

Training Consultant 
2005 – 2018  
Following General Election defeat, decided not to go into full time lobbying role but interested in ‘returning to the classroom’ as a Training Consultant specialising in parliament, government, and devolution. Appreciated the need for skills in facilitation not simply knowledge of subject.
Instrumental in developing training courses with private training providers on devolution with special interest in Wales. Recruited to National School of Government Sunningdale, former Civil Service College, training fast stream civil servants on working with Ministers.
Worked with training providers in the development field, training MPs, parliamentary officials and civil servants from Commonwealth countries.
Appointed by Industry and Parliament Trust (IPT) to provide training sessions on parliamentary process to groups from major private companies visiting Parliament. 
Diversified to provide training to groups from universities that subscribe to IPT focusing on Policy Engagement for University Researchers.

2008 – present 
Training Consultant: Policy Engagement for University Researchers
Engaged to work with groups of university researchers in promoting their research to parliament and policy makers. Courses are designed to meet the needs of Early Career Researchers, Senior Researchers and tailored for groups across disciplines or specific research institutes.  
This training contributes to the submissions of universities to Ref 2027. 
Skills – designing and delivering high quality presentations and encouraging researchers to give their work a policy focus and identify and articulate the impact they would like their work to have.  
Expanded to provide same training as an independent contractor to universities under the brand   ‘Research Impact - Policy Engagement –  Huw Edwards.’. 

Personal Interests
Sport – playing football, rugby, cricket in past - still skiing. Currently cycling walking and running.
Music – member and past Chairman of Monmouth Male Voice Choir.
Research – Registered Practitioner Researcher on D Prof programme at UWTSD
Family – Married to Tess - an artist and calligrapher. Two stepchildren Tommy aged 37 and Chrissie 32 and wonderful granddaughter aged 7 – Georgia.   
