Criminal Justice System                                                                                            Jonathan Griffiths
YOUTH JUSTICE SYSTEM and YOUTH OFFENDING
Youths have a bad reputation in society but the youth justice system Is in place to help combat this issue and over the last decade the trend of youths committing crimes has fallen, (MoJ, 2019).
Graph below shows the number of arrests and cautions given to youths ages 10-17. The image shows the decline in youth committing crime from March 2008 to March 2018. In March 2008 there were 302,000 arrests in England and Wales compared to 65,800 in the final year 2018, this means that the decline in youths committing crime has fallen by 78% from the year 2008 to 2018. This is a huge positive for the youth justice system, (MoJ, 2019)

[image: ] Image 1.       
First time entrants to the youth justice system were at 14,400 in the year ending March 2018, this number continued to fall. This meant that there was a fall of first time entrants to the youth justice system of 86% from March 2008, to March 2018, 14% of this was made in the final year from March 2017 to March 2018. The number of youths convicted of crimes raised from 2008 to 2018, in 2008, 9% of first time entrants to the youth justice system were convicted for their crimes as to 43% in 2018, this is a huge increase in the percentage of youths being convicted of the crimes they commit, (MoJ, 2019).







Facts on youth offending.
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· Over two thirds of children re-offend in the first 12 months of release.
· Many Young people experience trauma, abuse, bereavement and have been                                                          expelled from school, or grown up in care.                                                   
· Gang involvement is a major issue in youths offending. 
· Support isn’t as consistent in the youth system as it is in the adult systems. 
                                                                                                                                                                                             (McCan. K, 2019).                        
                                                                                                                                                               Image 2                          Im
What is being be done to tackle these issues?
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· Engaging with local communities to develop a safety partnership. 
· Youth offending team. 
· Safer School Partnership officer.
· Neighbourhood police team.
· Family members, parents and adults in a child’s family have an important 
tole in tackling the issues stated above.
                                                                                                                                                         (Home Office, 2019).                                                   Image 3

Do young males or females commit more crime?

· There have always been more male than female first time entrants into the youth justice system.
· In march 2018, 81% of first time entrants were male.[image: ]

· Males make up 51% of the 10 – 17 year old population 
in the youth justice system.
                                                                                                                                                                Numbers of youth offending have decreased over the past decade, but the percentage of youth offenders being convicted have increased. Is the state now being too harsh on the youths of society than they previously were? 

Being aware of children’s behaviours is an important part of trying to combat youth 
offending and there are many ways to trying to tackle these issues. The use the methods
above is a starting point. If this fails there are helplines available, 24/7, (NSPCC, 2020).


 








                                                                                                                                                             Image 4

Worried about a child involved in crime or being a high risk to be involved? 
Call the NSPCC helpline on 0808 800 5000.   
                                                                                                       Image 5Jonathan Griffiths, (P150418),
University of Wales Trinity Saint David, (UWTSD).
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This reflective report will focus on young people and knife crime. I hope to gain knowledge and understanding in this field whilst looking specifically at the facts and figures regarding the number of knife crime offences committed, establishing whether the number of people committing knife crime offences has risen, whilst looking at the strategies in place to combat this issue. In order to do this I will be looking at news articles, academic texts, online resources and reports. 

Findings
 
When carrying out my research I found that knife crime isn’t a term made by the state, but it is a term the media have adopted to any news of stabbings and crimes where there was a knife involved, (CoP, 2019).

Before this research I was under the impression that a knife crime was a stabbing or a person threatening another with a knife. From my research I found that a knife crime offence doesn’t need to be committed by using a knife to stab or threaten, it can be committed in a number of ways such as, (CoP, 2019);
· Carrying a knife.
· Attempting to buy a knife under the age of 18.
· Threatening someone with a knife.
· Murder using a knife.
· Robbery/burglary where a knife was carried by the perpetrators.

Statistics of knife crime
As I have established knife crime consists of a number of factors and is not limited to the use of a knife to stab or threaten, I decided to look into the figures relating to knife crimes and at which type of knife crimes were the most common. The main type of knife crime that was being committed was assault, which complied 46% of knife crimes reported. Robbery was the next highest with 43%. The remaining 11% was made up of the other offences mentioned above, (CoP, 2019). 

I was surprised by these findings because as I mentioned above I was unaware of how broad the list of crimes are that fall under knife crime. However I wasn’t surprised that the most common crime committed was assault, as these are the cases we hear about most regularly on the news.

Has knife crime risen?
In the year September 2017 to September 2018 there were a total of 39,818 knife crimes recorded in England and Wales. This is big increase from the lowest number of knife crimes recorded in the year 2014 which was at 23,945. There was also an increase of 7,000 recorded offences from the year 2016/17 to 2017/18. In 2011, 42 of the 44 police forces in England and Wales recorded an increase in knife crime, (Shaw. D, 2019).

With a rise in knife crime came added strain on the NHS. I found that in 2017/18 there were 285 murders committed by knife crime and this was the highest figure since 1946, (Home Office, 2017). Doctors report that the injuries caused by knife crimes are becoming more serious, and the age of those presenting at hospital with knife crime related injuries are getting younger and younger, (Shaw. D, 2019). One in four victim of knife crime were aged between 18 – 24 (ONS, 2017).
People are getting younger committing crimes and in 2018 one in five people convicted of a knife crime were under the age of 18, compared to the one in 12 over the previous decade, (MoJ, 2018). I feel that this number has risen drastically in this period but I’m not sure why this is the case. This is an area of knife crime that I would like to discover further.

Why is knife crime rising?
Through my research I find that the most popular opinion on the reason for the rise in knife crime is the number of police cuts. However in 2019, the then Prime Minister, Theresa May said that there was no direct correlation between the rise in knife crime and the reduction of police officer. By saying this I believe that Theresa May saw that there was a drastic increase in knife crime, but she didn’t want her government to become under pressure to produce more police officers which would cost the government further funds. I believe that her saying that there wasn’t a ‘direct correlation’, was a way of her acknowledging that knife crime had risen, but didn’t want to connect this rise with cuts in policing or accept the blame for this.

A Home Affairs committee report, (2019), was leaked online, and here it stated that police forces were struggling to cope with the falling number of officers, and they believe that this is a contributing factor to the raise in knife crimes. I believe that this is more realistic view on the matter, as when police numbers drop violent crime raises. This could be due to the lack of police presence on the streets.

What’s being done to combat knife crime?
Stop and search is an area that can be helpful when trying to combat knife crime. Intelligence led policing is a way to bring the number of knives on the street down. The police are given the powers to stop any individual that they believe could be carrying a knife and this initiative has been seen as a step forward. Research shows that 58% of young people believe that stop and search has deterred people from carrying knives, 28% disagreed with this statement and 14% were not sure, (MOPAC, 2017). An issue I found with this is if police officer had a ‘power rush’, then they could abuse these powers, if this is done then community trust in the police could be broken and this would increase tensions between the police force and communities. If this were to happen then instead of knife crime declining, it could see an increase in numbers, (MoL, 2017). 

On the whole I believe that if stop and search powers are used correctly and are not abused, then, it is a great tool in the effort of fighting knife crime in the UK.

Recommendations
It is difficult to give recommendations on a topic that I would like to look into further and have a more detailed understanding of, but looking at the opinions of the experts in the field, it does seem that knife crime figures have risen as a result of police cutbacks. I would therefore recommend somehow trying to increase police numbers and in turn have more of a police presence on the street, (CoP, 2019). I understand that this would be difficult to do as funding is limited and not always available to do this and I recognise that if the funds to do what I propose were readily available then police numbers would not have been cut in the first place. There is the possibility of increasing the numbers of police officers, but by doing this, there may be cuts in funding in other areas of the police force to free up more funds to pay officers. This is an idea but by doing this, this may put other areas of the police force in jeopardy.

Another recommendation I would give is the possibility of community policing. By this I feel that police officers and police community support officers could visit schools and give information on knife crime, teaching young people of the dangers and consequences of being involved in knife crime. Parents could also sit in and listen to these talks and gain knowledge of knife crime for themselves. By doing this they will have an understanding of knife crime and will be able make sure their children have understood what had been said. The parents could also keep an eye on their children’s behaviour and with the knowledge gained from talks, they could act appropriately if they believe their child could be involved in knife crime, (MET, 2019).

My thoughts on the reflective report

I found it difficult to do more thorough research due to Covid-19 preventing me accessing  the university library to find more sources and more variable sources to use. The online library wasn’t reliable due to the connections, therefore all research was conducted online, which I recognise is far from ideal. I have found a keen interest in this topic and would like to have some journals, reports and academic books to research the topic further. I looked into buying some academic books from amazon, but delivery times were too late for me to be able to completed this reflective report efficiently. I was restricted to using online resources for the report.

If I were going to conduct another report I would chose a topic that isn’t as wide as this so that I could give it more depth. This topic has enlightened me to the meaning of knife crime and my research has left me wanting to learn more and with more questions than when I started. I feel that although I have gained a great deal of information, I haven’t found out everything I need to or would like to, for example I would like to gain more information on younger people committing knife crime. I would have liked to research this further using some journals and academic books on the subject and I could have accessed these sources from the university library, if it were not for the restrictions imposed due to Covid 19 and connectivity issues I experienced with the online library. 

I would have also not chosen this topic as I feel that 1,500 words isn’t enough for me to look into this topic and reflect on finding, as I feel I haven’t covered all areas of the topic.

On the whole I found this topic very interesting, and I am interested in learning more about it. I would like to spend time reading academic sources and journals to gain more knowledge in areas of the topic that I haven’t been able to discuss. I feel that I have covered important areas of the topic and given my opinions on these, although I have some gaps in knowledge of the topic with further reading and insight of the topic I hope to fill these gaps and by doing this my opinions on some areas of the topic may change. I believe that I have found areas of interest in this topic and I am looking forward to discover more about this topic.
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This article review will focus on Don Cipriani’s book ‘Children’s Rights and the Minimum Age of Criminal Responsibility’, (2009). Children of any age can break the law, but when should children first face the possibility of being responsible for their crimes. This book has an in depth insight into this topic which will be reviewed further. Don Cipriani analyses national minimum ages of criminal responsibility and the legal obligations that surround them. This book takes a critical perspective, like challenging many children’s rights internationally, whilst also giving a historical background about them. Cipriani also looks at the recurring challenges that can affect a country, and believes that a general global law can establish an international minimum age limit for crime, but this will require all nations to agree to this, which would be difficult to achieve.

Cipriani, (2009), begins the book by defining the rights of a child and finds differences between liberty rights and the protection, as well as seeing childhood being part of the development of a person. After this he outlines the history of juvenile justice and how this has changed from being a welfare approach that is focused on the needs of a child, without the need of courts to determine the culpability. He then looks at the justice approach which relies on the different beliefs of children’s culpability and criminal responsibility.

Cipriani, (2009), says that under the welfare approach children are presumed to have protection so the state is given wide discretion to not offend any particular individuals. This is a seen positively, but Cipriani does suggest that children should have the benefit of the doubt, but this isn’t always possible and depends on the crime, as he later refers to in his book.
 
Cipriani argues “Children below the minimum age of responsibility are presumed to be incapable of thinking rationally and choosing freely and therefore cannot be held responsible for crimes while those above it can be held responsible and be punished criminally”. This can be seen as a fair way of deciding who should be criminally punished and who should not, but this isn’t as straight forward as it seems. This is because the age of criminal responsibility is different all around the world. This brings up the argument as to at what age does a child know right from wrong, and in turn at what age should a child be punished for a crime. This area of topic carries a whole new global discussion and refers back to Cipriani’s point of having a global minimum age of criminal responsibility as mentioned above.

Cipriani, (2009), also believes that the current international law, is at the moment, the best way of handling situations regarding children and crime. He believes that the state needs to help those children who are under the age of criminal responsibility and who carry out crime and takes the welfare approach to this, but again suggests about having global minimum age of criminal responsibility to try and make this approach more efficient and easier for all nations regarding this area.

It is safe to assume that Cipriani believes in having a global law regarding the minimum age of criminal responsibility, as he has suggested this and referred to this a number of times in his book. This can be seen as Cipriani having a biased opinion regarding this topic as there isn’t any other counter argument regarding this. There isn’t a mention in the book on how the world would come to an agreement to put this idea into practice and how this may have an effect on other laws in the country. For example in the UK as in many European countries the legal age for purchasing and consuming alcohol is 18 and 21 in the USA, but in Belgium the legal age is 16. Therefore if a young person aged 16 were to drink in Belgium, (Gov, 2020) it would be perfectly legal, but if they crossed the border to the Netherlands and did the same it would be illegal, (Dutch News, 2012), and that person could have action taken against them. 

Cipriani suggested that raising responsibility age to 16 would be an even playing field and individuals would know right from wrong at this age meaning they knew they were breaking the law in the Netherlands.  

Taking the above scenario into account, but changing the age of the individual to 15, they’d be breaking the law in both countries. Pupils in the same school year may have an 11 month age difference between the oldest and youngest pupil in the class, but they will be  taught the same lessons and the same morals at school and be in the same group of friends. Would raising the age to 16 be discriminating against the younger members of the school year? So if 2 friends from the same school year in Belgium were drinking alcohol, one being 15 and the other being 16, one is breaking the law and the other isn’t, yet they are at the same age mentally by what they are being taught and brought up to believe. The 15 year old could have action against him whereas the 16 year old wouldn’t. There may even only be a day difference in age, with the same consequences. This is why Cipriani believes that a Welfare approach would be more appropriate than a criminal one. The result of raising the age of criminal responsibility wouldn’t have much impact as the only difference would be that children would be older committing crime. 

What this idea shows, which Cipriani doesn’t touch on in his book, is at what age does a child’s brain develop sufficiently to know what is right and what is wrong.

The idea of raising the age of criminal responsibility can be seen as a good initiative. In the UK the age of criminal responsibility is 10 years old, except for in Scotland, where it is 8 years of age. These are the youngest in Europe. Some argue that with a low age of criminal responsibility the state is criminalising children. Researcher Mark Swansing, (2017), found that children aged 10 are immature when it comes to morals and brain development. This provides a strong argument that the age of criminal responsibility is low and therefore Cipriani’s thoughts on this issue can be seen as protecting the child by ensuring child is morally developed to know what is morally right and wrong. 

Swansing, (2017), believes that from his research, that the UK are criminalising children from a young age and therefore affects the child’s future and increases the likelihood of that individual child to reoffend in their adult life, and in turn costing the government and society in the future.

This book gives a panorama of the approach taken by the world in regards to the problem of the age of children’s criminal responsibility. The book gives a good insight on this issue and shows a reader a good variability in concepts regarding childhood and differences between theory and putting these theories into practice, although the book does seem to give a rather biased view in the need to raise the age of criminal responsibility. Cipriani’s book is a well researched piece of writing and provides a good insight into ideas of worldwide approaches towards criminal responsibility and young people. 

On the whole the piece of text gives a good overview of the topic discussed, but it does seem to be rather one sided and lacks some opposing views to counter his claims, adding these into areas of the text would be a recommendation on how some areas of the text could improve. The lack of opposing views can be seen as Cipriani trying to voice his opinion over others and not wanting to give other views the platform whilst he’s trying to give his own views on the topic. This can be seen as a negative comment about the book, but the issues and ideas raised by Cipriani are ones to be mindful of when discussing this topic.
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