Dissertation Literature Review

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Modern-day slavery refers to various forms of exploitation that resemble historical slavery but exist in contemporary times. Individuals are forced, coerced, or deceived into situations of exploitation, depriving them of their freedom, dignity, and basic human rights (Buś et al., 2019). Modern-day slavery is a relatively new concept within contemporary literature, and research emerged after the introduction of the UK Modern Slavery Act (2015), which was the first legislation worldwide to acknowledge and target modern-day slavery as a whole concept. Modern-day slavery can be exhibited in a variety of forms, including forced labour, human trafficking, child labour, debt bondage, sexual exploitation or forced marriage, for example. These forms of modern-day slavery can involve various degrees of coercion and exploitation, violating human rights (Patterson & Zhuo, 2018). According to Nolan and Boersma (2019), the number of modern-day slaves worldwide has reached an unprecedented scale, with an estimated 40 million people affected, marking the highest figure ever recorded in history. Alongside that, despite slavery being made illegal worldwide, it is still happening in almost all countries of the world – including the United Kingdom (Landman, 2020). In a recent report published by the Home Office (2021), there was a total of 8,730 modern slavery offences recorded by police in England and Wales in 2021 alone; however, it is anticipated that the actual number of modern slavery offences is significantly greater. Research by Machura et al. (2019) highlighted that many UK adults were unaware of the common signs of modern slavery, unaware of the measures in place to address it, and highlighted widespread misconceptions about the nature of modern-day slavery.

Research on public perceptions and interpretations of modern-day slavery as a comprehensive issue remains relatively limited. While there is a substantial body of research focused on specific aspects of modern slavery, such as human trafficking, there is a notable gap in the literature when it comes to comprehensive studies that address the broader understanding of the entirety of modern-day slavery. Existing research tends to concentrate on individual dimensions of the problem, often examining topics like human trafficking in isolation. Consequently, there is a need for more extensive and integrated research efforts that encompass the full spectrum of modern-day slavery, considering its diverse forms, such as forced labour, debt bondage, child exploitation, and human trafficking, and how the public perceives these interconnected issues. This gap in research underscores the importance of developing a holistic understanding of how the public views the various components of modern slavery to inform more effective awareness campaigns, policies, and interventions.

Kelman (1958) proposed the social influence theory, which suggests that people's interpretations of issues such as modern-day slavery can be influenced by other people's opinions and social norms. This theory states that social influence consists of 3 components:
compliance, identification and internalisation. Compliance is how an individual is influenced by a person or a group, typically using both rewards and punishments. Identification involves how a person or group can influence an individual by fostering a sense of similarity or connection. Internalisation, on the other hand, is about how a person or group affects an individual by making them genuinely embrace their attitudes, values, or behaviours as their own. Individuals may adjust their interpretations to conform to current norms and beliefs or seeking guidance from others to avoid social rejection. These attitudes can shape how individuals interpret modern-day slavery, with positive attitudes leading to a recognition of the issue's severity and motivation to address it, while negative attitudes may result in minimising or rationalising the problem. Despite this theory explaining how an individual's interpretations may be shaped by those around them, it is not without limitations. Gibson and Smart (2017) argue that Kelman's theory, with its limited focus on compliance, identification, and internalisation, is overly simplistic and may not fully encompass the diverse ways in which people respond to persuasion. Moreover, the theory lacks a comprehensive framework for accounting for cultural variations in social influence, despite the significant impact of cultural norms and values on individuals' attitudes, values and behaviours.

Due to the recent emergence of modern-day slavery legislation such as the UK Modern Slavery Act (2015), research has been published relating to issues surrounding modern-day slavery such as individual's knowledge and interpretations of the term. Willson (2018) found that little to no knowledge of modern-day slavery can increase vulnerability to modern-day slavery by making people more susceptible to exploitation, limiting economic opportunities, and hindering awareness and legal recourse. Education and knowledge are often seen as a means to combat modern-day slavery, serving two essential purposes: providing access to information and fostering awareness of the issue. A lack of access to education perpetuates inequality and makes people more vulnerable to modern slavery (Willson, 2018). 
A recent study by Dando et al. (2016) focused on perceptions of psychological coercion and human trafficking and highlighted the need for education surrounding this topic. For this study, there were 682 participants between the ages of 18-16 years old, all of whom were born in the UK and lived in the West Midlands area in England. All participants were required to complete a questionnaire. The results of this study showed that 32% of this sample did not believe that human trafficking exists and that many individuals within this sample could not differentiate between immigration and human trafficking. This lack of clarity might cause the public to perceive modern-day slavery victims or more specifically human trafficking victims as willing participants in criminal activities, further victimising them, and potentially fostering a sense of indifference. This lack of awareness can be harmful to victims because it reduces the likelihood of people recognising themselves or others as victims, thus putting their well-being and lives at risk. 
The study employed a substantial sample size of 392 participants, however, because this sample exclusively comprised of individuals from the West Midlands, the findings may not be applicable to a global context due to potential cultural variations that could produce inconsistent results. In this study, a self-report questionnaire was employed, which is susceptible to unreliability, primarily because of social desirability bias. This bias may lead participants to provide responses that they perceive as socially acceptable but not necessarily truthful, therefore causing inaccuracies in the results. According to Giromini et al. (2022), one way to assess the credibility and validity of self-reported questionnaires is using a symptom validity test. A Symptom Validity Test can improve self-report questionnaires by detecting and filtering response distortions and reducing social desirability bias. This would ensure the answers are accurate, therefore validating the results. 
One way to tackle the lack of education and knowledge is through an intervention strategy such as the Modern Slavery Education and Awareness Project proposed by Young (2014). This project aimed to raise awareness of modern slavery through an educational presentation given at public events. Two groups were involved in the study: a core research group with personal experiences and knowledge of the issue and the audiences who attended the presentations. The findings of this study highlighted a significant lack of public awareness surrounding modern-day slavery. Also, they demonstrated that providing information and resources regarding the topic, it prompted action and further discussion, subsequently leading to increased awareness. As a result, the core group emphasised the importance of continually updating and expanding the reach of this information to educate the public (Young, 2014).  
The results of this project showed that when individuals were provided with information and resources regarding modern-day slavery, they began to act proactively and began taking measures to expand their understanding, alongside a willingness to share their newfound knowledge. Despite these results, the audience at each presentation was self-selecting, which can lead to potential bias within the data. This is because when individuals voluntarily choose to participate in a study or project, rather than being randomly selected, it is not a representative sample of the general population. Instead, they were people who actively opted to participate, typically because they had some pre-existing interest or concern regarding modern-day slavery (Elston, 2021). 

In a subsequent research study conducted by Sharapov (2019), public awareness and attitudes regarding human trafficking were examined in three countries: Great Britain, Ukraine, and Hungary. The study included a total of 3,000 participants aged between 18-59, with an equal distribution of 1,000 participants from each of the three countries. This study consisted of the use of a 'UP-KAT' project questionnaire. The survey responses revealed an interesting contrast between British and Ukrainian participants. In Great Britain, a notable 17% of respondents could not provide a clear definition of what human trafficking entails. In comparison, this lack of clarity was notably lower in Ukraine, with only 9% of Ukrainian participants struggling to define human trafficking. This discrepancy underscores the presence of significant misconceptions surrounding human trafficking, especially within the context of modern-day slavery, particularly prevalent in Great Britain. In Ukraine, 73% of respondents aged believed human trafficking was a domestic issue, while in Hungary, this figure was 64%, and in Great Britain, it was 77%. These percentages indicate varying levels of awareness and concern about human trafficking within each country. These findings provide an insight for improved education and awareness efforts to enhance public understanding of the complexities of modern-day slavery, ensuring that misconceptions are addressed, and accurate knowledge is promoted (Sharapov, 2019). 
Despite these findings, the study doesn't provide detailed information about the composition of the sample, including factors such as gender, education, and socio-economic status which could all influence the results. This lack of detail makes it challenging to assess the representativeness of the sample and generalisation of the results.  

Upon reading the literature, it has become clear that the lack of education and awareness is not confined to the general public but extends to various professional fields, including law enforcement for example. According to Terry (2023), many law enforcement officers encounter challenges when it comes to recognising potential victims of child sex trafficking. The study conducted by Terry (2023) examined how law enforcement officers in South Carolina perceive and respond to child sex trafficking victims, which is an aspect of modern-day slavery. The study employed individual interviews to address this topic. The results of this study showed that the majority of law enforcement participants generally perceived potential child sex trafficking victims as victims, given the inability of children to consent to commercial sexual activity. However, some participants viewed potential victims as both victims and offenders based on individual experiences, particularly when victims appeared to continue in the exploitative lifestyle and were uncooperative with law enforcement.
The Implications of these findings emphasise the need for improved education surrounding victims of modern-day slavery, which will allow for a victim-centred approach to child sex trafficking cases. Continuous training, trauma-informed practices, and the development of effective policies and procedures should be undertaken to ensure that law enforcement can both protect victims and hold offenders accountable.
The limitation of this study, which solely includes participants from South Carolina, is its lack of generalisability. The findings from this specific state may not fully represent the experiences, perceptions, and responses of law enforcement officers in other states or countries due to variations in laws, policies, resources and cultural differences which can significantly influence how human trafficking is addressed and how individuals within the criminal justice system respond to it. Therefore, the study's findings cannot be generalised due to limited applicability. 
In accordance with the findings by Terry (2023), Yu et al. (2018) stated that many human trafficking victims feel that criminal justice professionals, including law enforcement, do not show empathy towards their experiences. This lack of empathy can have extensive consequences, affecting not only the well-being of the victims but also the effectiveness of efforts to combat human trafficking and modern-day slavery. Empathy is crucial in building trust, encouraging reporting, and providing the necessary support for victims to break free from their traffickers and seek justice. Increasing awareness about human trafficking and modern-day slavery and its impact on victims can increase empathy amongst criminal justice professionals by educating them, reducing stereotypes, and highlighting the personal and societal effects of trafficking. This awareness can drive policy changes and encourage a victim-centred approach within the justice system.

Based on the previous research discussed, the purpose of this research is to study individual interpretations of the concept of modern-day slavery with the intention of increasing public awareness, understanding societal attitudes and misconceptions regarding modern-day slavery, and identifying barriers related to addressing and reporting exploitation of modern-day slavery. The aim of this research is to understand public perceptions of modern-day slavery, beginning with students at University of Wales Trinity Saint David, with the intention of increasing awareness within this particular group initially, with the potential for future additional research to extend this awareness to the wider population. Age-related differences within these perceptions will also be looked at, given the current paucity of research on this topic. Studying people's interpretations of modern-day slavery is important to correct misconceptions, understand societal attitudes, and identify barriers to addressing and reporting instances of exploitation from modern-day slavery. Raising public awareness and providing information about the prevalence of modern-day slavery is crucial, as it enables individuals to identify and report incidents when they encounter them. Thus, providing the rationale for this study. 
Considering the research aims and objectives outlined, the following hypotheses have been formulated to investigate the individual interpretations of modern-day slavery and their potential variations among Welsh university students, while considering age-related differences:

H1 – Participants with prior knowledge about modern-day slavery will rate the risk of being a victim higher than those without prior knowledge.

H2- Age will have a significant effect on the participants perception of the risk factor, with younger participants perceiving a higher risk compared to older participants.

H3 – Participants will perceive individuals from outside the UK as a higher risk of being a victim of modern-day slavery compared to individuals within the UK.

These hypotheses will be examined and analysed in the subsequent sections to provide a comprehensive understanding of how modern-day slavery is perceived among Welsh university students and the potential implications for raising awareness and addressing this critical issue.
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