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Introduction
The purpose of the report is to analyse communication in my workplace.  Communication and teamwork is essential to my workplace as all the colleagues need to communicate together i.e. teaching children and safeguarding them.  I work as a part-time Nursery Practitioner at Trinity Play centre, which is a preschool Nursery.  The aim is to analyse various aspects of communication styles and modals of communication.  This report is also based on my own work experiences in the  nursery setting and some examples from my own experience in a nursery.  The report also includes method to improve communication and teamwork in the workplace.  This report also includes my in class exercises of writing emails in a polite manner, improving communication in the case study and methods and modals of communication.  I have also used research methods to write this report.  

Methods of Communication
Communication is the act of transferring information from one place to another.  It may be verbally, non-verbally, written and visual. It is often a combination of several of these (Communication Skills).
There are four main methods of communication:
Verbal Communication
Verbal communication is the use of language to give information through speaking (Verbal Communication).  When giving information to people at work, it is essential to use a strong and clear voice so everyone can hear you.  It is also important to be confident while speaking so people understand you easily.  Listening is another aspect of verbal communication.  When a meeting or presentation is held at work, it is important to listen actively, so you are able to understand work efficiently.
Non Verbal Communication
Non-verbal communication is the use of gestures, facial expressions, eye movement, body postures and body language to convey information to others.  Non-verbal communication may also be both conscious and unconscious.  Particularly, the facial expressions which are hard to control as we cannot see ourselves (Non-Verbal Communication).


Written Communication
Written Communication is the process of conveying messages through writing letters, memos, emails, reports, documents, journals, employee manuals etc. The written content depends on the correct choice of words to be effective (Written Communication). 
Visual
Visual communication is the communication of facts and ideas using imagery, drawings, photographs and symbols.  It also includes signs, graphic designs, films, typography and various other examples (White, D., What is Visual Communication?)

Modals of Communication
Shannon and Weaver Model of Communication
This model of communication was created in 1948. Shannon was an American Mathematician while Weaver was a scientist (Shannon and Weaver Model of Communication).  The concept includes:
Sender: is the person who sends the message and chooses the way it is communicated. 
Encoder: The sender transmits the message by phone, writing or speaking.  
Decoder:  The receiver does the decoding when he receives the message.  
Receiver: He receives the message from the sender. The sender receives a feedback from the recipient to make sure the message was properly received.  
Noise: The message  transmitted  through  the channel can be interrupted by external noise.  As a result, the receiver does not get an accurate message.  The noise can affect the decoding of the message by the receiver (Shannon and Weaver Model of Communication).  
Schramm’s Model of Communication
Wilber Schramm created this modal of communication in 1954(Schramm’s Model of Communication).  It is a circular modal of communication.  According to the Schramm’s model encoding and decoding are essential processes of an effective communication.  The recipient receives the information and it is his responsibility to understand what the speaker intends to transmit.  Unless the recipient is able to convert the information which the sender wants to communicate, the message is actually of no use.  The communication is not successful until the sender receives feedback from the recipient.
Berlo’s SMRC Model of Communication
Berlo’s modal includes a number of factors which are: 
Source:  is the speaker, sender or the encoder ( Communication Theory).  The factors affecting the source are his communication skills, attitudes towards the listeners, the subject matter and attitude towards himself and knowledge of the subject.  It also includes the social system which refers to the person’s beliefs, religion, culture, values and tradition of certain society.  The culture also affects the source. 
Message:  The factors affecting the message are contents, elements, treatment, structure and code which include language, gestures and body language of the speaker.
Channel:  The factors affecting the channel are seeing, hearing, touching, tasting and smelling.  
Receiver:  is the one who gets the message and understands and interprets the message. He is the decoder.  In order for the communication to take place effectively the receiver should be on the same level as the speaker. The factors affecting the receiver are again his communication skills, attitudes towards the source, knowledge of the subject and he must have the same cultural background as the source.
It is a linear model of communication and the people need, to be on the same level of communication in order to work and this does not happen in real life.
Communication in the Workplace
I work as a part-time Nursery Practitioner at Trinity Play centre, which is a preschool nursery.  The nursery consists of the owner, Manager, Deputy Manager, Room Leaders and part-time Nursery Practitioners.  Communication and teamwork is essential at my workplace.  We use different methods of communication whether it is verbal, non-verbal, visual and written communication.  
We all have to wear uniform in the nursery.  My appearance should be presentable conforming to my workplace standard.  I should be presentable as parents drop their children in our nursery and the first thing they look at it is your appearance which sets the standard.  I always greet them warmly with a smile (use my non-verbal communication) so they find me approachable.  My nails need to be short so while working with children, I do not hurt them.  I also have to use positive body language and get down to the children’s level in order to talk to them.  I have to use positive language while teaching them for e.g. I am not allowed to say ‘stop running’; I have to say, ‘walking feet please’.  I have to speak in a low tone to the children so they do not get scared.  During circle time, when I sing nursery rhymes to children, I have to make sure that my rhythm and pitch of voice is correct.  I also have to do actions and use my facial expressions so that the children are engaged, focused and it is enjoyable for them.
Communication is very important within the team as well. My Manager writes the plans for the day in the notice board, every morning as to what work every employee need to do and we all follow the plans.  By doing this, the nursery runs smoothly and there is less conflict.  We also have a WhatsApp group for the employees.  The employees can write in this group providing information as what work needs to be done.  The Manager also writes in this group informing us of new routines to follow events and training dates.  My owner sends our payslips through the email.  I always have to sign in the diary every morning and while leaving the nursery as well.  All the employees have to sign in to ensure the safety of employees in case of fire.   I also sign in all the children every morning and when they leave for safety purpose and attendance as well. I gained experience in multitasking when working in a team.   I know the importance of maintaining good workplace communication and importance of improving communications skills to achieve targets.  
Barriers of Communication
 I have observed there are certain barriers to effective communication.  The Manager and the owner are often unable to motivate and boost the morale of employees.  This, in turn, results in staff shortage and missed targets.   I have also observed that while communicating to children with special needs, the staff might not be able to understand the child’s requirement due to lack of specialised training.  Some children might not understand the staffs as English is not their first language, as they belong to different cultures and ethnic background.  More examples of poor workplace communication  involve setting up play areas for the children.  Some of the toys are not age appropriate for the children and due to miscommunication , a staff member can set up inappropriate toys for the children which can harm the children for e.g., setting up tiny toys and beads  for two year old children who can put it in their mouth.  Lack of teamwork and communication severely affects the nursery setting.
Improving Communication at Workplace
In order to improve communication at workplace, it is important to aim for improved communication.  Communication can only be improved by following  the practice of “active listening”.  In order to improve staff performance, team members should be equipped with relevant knowledge, training and communication skills.  The staff should be clear, concise and brief when they are communicating.  In my experience in working in a nursery, I have observed that when one team member is trying to communicate to another team member, the message gets lost due to high level of noise from the children (The Shannon Weaver Modal).  In order to rectify this problem, it is important for the employee to go up to the other staff and convey their message clearly and get their feedback.  
In the nursery setting, for example, the owner and the manager are always dominant.  Due to this, there is poor quality of work. The employees will be benefited if there is a joint meeting and they are allowed to voice their opinion, share ideas and listen to the opinion of others.  The meetings should be clear and only relevant information should be given.  If a staff member requests you to repeat the information, always be calm and do not repeat annoyingly.  The employees should be flexible and take criticism sincerely.  The staff should ask open ended questions to children to enhance their learning.
The Schramm’s model of communication can be utilised to improve communication in the nursery.  The sender as well as the recipient is benefitted from this modal (Osgood- Schramm Modal of Communication: Definition and Application, 2018).  There are high chances of improved communication between the team members.  Both the sender and the receiver receive feedback and they both hold roles in this modal.  As they both receive feedback, they can understand the message effectively.  
 The sender should have a clear understanding of the receiver’s experience.

Conclusion
The report has been written to present the importance of effective communication and teamwork in a workplace setting.  Especially, in the nursery setting and based on my experience of working as a part-time nursery practitioner.  This report gives information about the importance of workplace communication.   From the report, I can conclude that communication and teamwork needs to be improved in the nursery.  Due to lack of good management, training and communication skills we are failing to meet the needs of the children as well as staff.
Proper training should be provided to the staff from time-to-time to improve their skills.  Especially, when dealing with children of special needs.   Trainings for e.g., SENCO training, first aid training and food hygiene training should be provided to the staff.  Specific models and theories can be used to improve the efficiency of teams and communication skills.   In the nursery setting, it is understood the Schramm’s modal of communication can effectively improve communication between the team members and thus improve the quality of teaching and work.
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APPENDIX
In Class Exercises
Effective Team Work and Communication – Term 1 (In-class exercise 1)
Effective Team Work and Communication – Term1 (in class exercise 2)
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