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My dissertation proposal is to ascertain how Michael Collins, Director of Intelligence for the Irish Republican Army (IRA), Minister of Finance in the Dail Eireann and later the Commander-in-Chief of the Free State Army was viewed in England and Ireland during the Irish War of Independence, the Irish Civil War and through the 1980s to 2000s. In recent times it has appears that views on Michael Collins have become conflicted. Conflicted in this sense is not meant as one group of people’s views are conflicting with another group of people, what is meant is that each individual is conflicted within their own thoughts and opinions on Collins. Many believe that Collins had been a distinctly important figure in the Irish fight for freedom and that it is all down to Collins that the IRA had ‘defeated’ the British soldiers in Ireland. Despite these positive opinions on Collins, the single act of negotiating and signing the Anglo-Irish treaty of 1921 resulted in the Irish Civil-War. In the treaty it was stated Ireland would become a dominion of the British Empire (similar to Australia and Canada), and perhaps an even bigger significant point in the treaty was that the Irish parliament had to swear allegiance to King George V. To a significant proportion of the Irish population it appeared as though Collins had ‘Sold-Out’ to the British. It was this opinion that was felt so strongly that it resulted in Collins’ assassination 8 months after signing the treaty.
The particular period in which I am passionate about is early twentieth century, specifically the Irish war of Independence and the Irish Civil war the reason for this is due to my personal background, as my family hails from Dublin and is from a Catholic Background. I always found myself inquisitive as to the history of Ireland, and immediately after discovering that Ireland had endured a civil war, I found my point in history that piqued my interest. The reason that I have chosen Michael Collins as the subject of this dissertation is because during my research into the Irish Civil War and War of Independence his name is constantly synonymous with the period. There is a plethora of research that has been undertaken by historians on Michael Collins and there is no doubt that he could be considered a key figure of the time as well as being part of the catalyst for the political situation between north south in the following decades. While originally thought of as a stabilizing figure and a hero of the people, it seems that after he negotiated the Anglo-Irish treaty, he was in many areas vilified. Given the narratives that are available to the general public it is not always easy to see the grey areas of history as most narratives seem to have been written with some bias. The reason that this research I shall be conducting will differ from previous research conducted is because I will be attempting to collate opinions on Collins whether professional or personal, evaluate the available research that I have previously mentioned and examine whether there have been shifting attitudes towards Collins. I expect to find that there was a change in attitudes towards Collins and these changes occur during modern times because when viewing the signing of the Anglo-Irish treaty retrospectively and now knowing what the future held for Ireland a different perspective has developed. The reason that this dissertation shall differ from other research is that other research simply serves to provide a narrative of Collins’ life, career and tactics.
[bookmark: _GoBack]There are many theoretical approaches that could be applicable to this subject however it is expected that post colonialism is the approach that would be most fitting. While I am not completely sure of what my findings will be at this point, I hope that by examining the research from these perspectives I will be able to gain new insight as to why Collins was thought of so differently between his peers, the establishment and the people throughout the decades that have passed.
In order to gather evidence required I shall utilise several different primary and secondary sources. In terms of books that shall be used I shall utilise many different Authors Including Tim Pat Coogan’s De Valera: Long Fellow, Long Shadow.[footnoteRef:1] This book provides a biography on Collins’ counterpart and friend Eamon de Valera, in the Irish War of Independence and later his opponent in the Irish Civil War it shares many of de Valera’s opinions on Collins. However, Coogan’s book on de Valera was widely criticised due to the authors bias towards Collins and negativity towards de Valera. Coogan’s autobiography on Michael Collins entitled Michael Collins.[footnoteRef:2] Provides more of a biography and narrative on Collins’ life and career, however despite thus, it also affords a large amount of insight into how Michael Collins was thought of. A book that shall be paramount to the dissertation shall be Ulick O’Connor’s book Michael Collins and the Troubles.[footnoteRef:3] This book shall provide important opinions of Collins as it contains interviews conducted by O’Connor with leaders of the IRA who fought alongside Collins during the Irish War of Independence as well as members of both Pro-treaty and Anti-Treaty sides of the Civil War who fought both against and alongside Collins. I shall also include British Intelligence in Ireland edited by Peter Hart.[footnoteRef:4] Harts’ book contains required information on what the British government and intelligence community had regarding Collins and their thoughts on Michael Collins’.  Ed Moloney’s A Secret History of the IRA.[footnoteRef:5] In which the Michael Collins is not the subject of the book however being an a leader in the IRA and earlier IRB he is discussed in great detail, it shall also provide key opinions of later IRA members on Michael Collins and his influence. Michael Hopkinson and his book The Irish War of Independence shall also be a key source.[footnoteRef:6] This book does not give insight into all periods addressed in the dissertation however it does look in great detail the Irish war of Independence in which Collins’ is a significant feature if not the most influential character. Another book shall be Armed Struggle: The History of the IRA by Richard English.[footnoteRef:7] This source shall provide similar information to the dissertation as the book written by Moloney, however English’s book shall provide a more personal opinion on Collins. [1:  Tim Pat Coogan, De Valera: Long Fellow, Long Shadow (London, Arrow Books, 1995 [1993]).]  [2:  Tim Pat Coogan, Michael Collins (London, Arrow Books, 2015 [1990]).]  [3:  Ulick O’Connor, Michael Collins and the Troubles (Edinburgh, Mainstream Publishing, 2007 [1975]).]  [4:  Peter Hart, British Intelligence in Ireland: 1920-21 (Cork, Cork University Press, 2003 [2002])]  [5:  Ed Moloney, A Secret History of the IRA (London, Penguin Press, 2002).]  [6:  Michael Hopkinson, The Irish War of Independence (Dublin, Gill & Macmillan Ltd, 2004 [2002])]  [7:  Richard English, Armed Struggle: The History of the IRA (Oxford, Pan Macmillan, 2004 [2003])] 

Supplementary  sources that shall be employed in the dissertation are Television portraying Irish history in which Collins is discussed in great detail, such as the series presented by Robert Kee entitled Ireland: A Television History.[footnoteRef:8] Further sources also include newspaper articles discussing Collins during his life and posthumously from archives such as The British Newspaper Archives.[footnoteRef:9] Alongside books that were written at the time during Collins’ life such as Collins’ own book, ‘The Patch to Freedom’.[footnoteRef:10] also radio interviews such as the RTE Radio 1 interview with Irish Historian Tim Pat Coogan.[footnoteRef:11] I will also utilise several different archives in which many are held different works on Michael Collins, such as the University College Dublin Archives.[footnoteRef:12] Along with the National Archives.[footnoteRef:13] I will also utilize the records held in the RTE Archives.[footnoteRef:14] I shall also attempt to approach popular culture by analysing the 1996 film entitled Michael Collins starring the actor Liam Neeson as Michael Collins.[footnoteRef:15] I shall also approach the 2016 RTE produced series Rebellion.[footnoteRef:16] I shall also look at 2019 RTE sequel series Resistance.[footnoteRef:17] These film and television shows shall be viewed as to how they were received and if they had any impact on opinions of Collins and if so was it a negative or positive impact. [8:  BBC, Ireland: A Television History, 1981 <https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oCkxwROWYAQ&list=PL-NlJbmY3woh0SDUIy2ION2-DWyoz8oxY&index=9&t=0s> [Accessed 15 October 2019].]  [9:  Britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk, 2019 <https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk> {Accessed 15 October 2019]]  [10:  Michael Collins, The Path to Freedom (Cardiff, Welsh Academic Press, 1996 [1922]).]  [11:  ‘What If…Michael Collins had survived the civil war’, What If…, RTE Radio 1, 4 March 2007 <http://www.timpatcoogan.com/media/what_if_michael_collins_had_survived_the_civil_war.htm> [Accessed 15 October 2019]]  [12:  UCD Digital Library, 2019 <http://digital.ucd.ie> [Accessed 14 October 2019]]  [13:  The National Archives, 2019 <https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk> [Accessed 14 October 2019]]  [14:  RTE Archives, 2019 <http://rte.ie/archives/> [Accessed 14 October 2019]]  [15:  Michael Collins, dir. By Neil Jordan (Warner Bros, 1996) [on DVD}]  [16:  Rebellion, RTE One, 3 January 2016.]  [17:  Resistance, RTE One, 6 January 2019.] 

The dissertation will contain six chapters. Chapter One will outline the work and the question that shall be asked and answered in the dissertation. The second chapter will provide a background to Michael Collins’ life, providing information on his birth, early life and upbringing, along with approaching his Career and his achievements and his beliefs. The third chapter of the dissertation will begin to approach the opinions that other individuals held regarding Michael Collins during his life and career, these opinions will be regarding Collins on a personal level as well as approaching professional opinions regarding Collins’.  Chapter four will address opinions on Collins following his death in 1922, they will again be personal and professional opinions regarding Collins. In the fifth chapter the more contemporary opinions on Collins shall be addressed, the period of the opinions I shall be addressing will be from the 1980s to the current day. In the sixth and final chapter the research and information gathered shall be collated and summarised prior to reaching a conclusion as to how Michael Collins was regarded and if opinions on him have altered in recent years. The expectation is that opinions on Michael Collins during his life was that he was born leader and hero of Ireland. Furthermore, I expect to discover that this opinion changed following his death as popular thought was that he needed to be stopped due to his perceived betrayal of the Nation of Ireland by signing the treaty with Britain. Finally, it is expected that views have changed yet again more recently. This is perhaps due to academics and the public realising that Collins had achieved the best deal for Ireland. It is possible that further research could be done into other factors that affect these opinions on Collins, for example whether Religion, location, class, or political allegiance made a difference. A potential weakness in this planned structure is that through further research and further into the work it may become apparent that the broadness of the question and the timeframe mentioned in the question may be too large and may require narrowing down.
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