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	1.Points of contact


If you need to discuss anything relating to the module contact:
Lisa Regan
l.regan@uwtsd.ac.uk 
	2.Our expectations


We hope that you will enjoy the module and programme and are here to help. You should: 

· Make good use of the University facilities and resources

· Attend and participate in sessions

· Act responsibly 

· Meet assignment deadlines

· Engage and participate in all session
Please read the University Regulations for Students
	3.Aims and Learning Outcomes


AIMS 
· To engage students with the knowledge and understanding of the political, cultural and social landscape of education in Wales. 
 
· To provide students with a range of opportunities to understand the varied nature of the contexts in which they will teach
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Upon the successful completion of this module, the student-teacher should be able to demonstrate the ability to: 

· understand the context of curriculum development and educational reform in Wales – what does it mean to teach in Wales; 
· evidence a clear understanding of the ways in which schools are organised and how the curriculum is designed to meet the needs of the learners; 
· begin to engage with current research to identify how communities, families and schools influence teaching and learning. 
U
nderstand  the  place  of  research  in  educational  pract
Relationship to four purposes of the Curriculum for Wales 2022:
	To develop children and young children as:
	Relationship in this module: Students will be able to:

	Ambitious, capable learners, ready to learn throughout their lives.
	Understand how personal beliefs and assumptions may influence teaching and learning 

	Enterprising, creative contributors, ready to play a full part in life and work.  
	Develop the knowledge and understanding needed to plan creative learning opportunities to inspire learners 

	Ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the world.  
	Adopt the role of a professional teacher in understanding how to form meaningful relationships with learners, staff and parents 

	Healthy, confident individuals, ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society. 
	Understand how issues related to health and well-being influence children’s attitudes and dispositions to learn  


During the module, you will have the opportunity to deepen your understanding of the following QTS standards :
	Lecture days
	QTS Standards

	D1
	Exploiting subject disciplines in areas of learning
	The student-teacher demonstrates a knowledge and understanding of relevant pedagogies and disciplines within and across subject content, areas of learning and cross-curricular themes, and plans appropriately

	
	Wider reading and research findings
	The student- teacher demonstrates an increasingly confident understanding of the theories and research about assessment, pedagogy, human development and learning relevant to planning and day-to-day practice

	
	Exercising corporate responsibility
	Contractual, pastoral, legal and professional responsibilities are known and understood by the student-teacher.

	D2
	Involving partners in learning
	The importance of positive parent/carer involvement is understood and opportunities are taken to observe and evaluate processes

	
	Learning outcomes and wellbeing
	The student-teacher raises awareness of how high-quality learning experiences and performance outcomes lead to improved learning and a heightened sense of well-being.

	
	Wider reading and research findings
	The student- teacher demonstrates an increasingly confident understanding of the theories and research about assessment, pedagogy, human development and learning relevant to planning and day-to-day practice

	
	Professional networks and communities
	The student-teacher engages in small scale action research, alone or in collaboration with peers, to examine learning in depth and tease out implications for practice.

	
	Developing new techniques
	Research on cognitive, social, emotional and physical development has a positive impact upon pedagogy. The studentteacher can demonstrate how professional discernment and critical analysis are brought to bear in shaping developing practice

	D3
	Managing the learning environment
	The student-teacher understands the importance and demonstrates the effective establishment and ongoing management of the learning environment, in promoting positive learning habits and behaviours that meet the four purposes and are understood by learners in that context

	
	Differentiation
	The student-teacher demonstrates knowledge, understanding and experience of high expectations and effective practice in meeting the needs of all learners, whatever their different needs

	
	Welsh Language Skills
	There is a commitment to incremental development of personal skills in the use of the Welsh language

	
	Exercising corporate responsibility
	Contractual, pastoral, legal and professional responsibilities are known and understood by the student-teacher.

	D4
	Exploiting subject disciplines in areas of learning
	The student-teacher demonstrates a knowledge and understanding of relevant pedagogies and disciplines within and across subject content, areas of learning and cross-curricular themes, and plans appropriately

	
	Four purposes for learner
	The student-teacher demonstrates a knowledge and understanding of the needs of all learners in planning, preparation and teaching, ensuring that the four purposes are the drivers for learners’ experiences.

	
	Blended learning experiences
	The student-teacher understands the selection, use and justification of a range of imaginative approaches to meet pedagogic challenges to the benefit of all learners

	
	Real life, authentic contexts
	The student-teacher demonstrates an understanding of the use of real life, authentic contexts for learning being provided as a natural part of the learning experience. This extends the learner’s cultural, linguistic, religious and socioeconomic experience and illustrates applications of concepts and abstracts in practice.

	
	Crosscurricular themes
	The student-teacher knows, understands and engages with the principles of curriculum design and innovation, with development of cross-curricular themes relevant to areas of learning and justifies decisions.

	D5
	Involving partners in learning
	The importance of positive parent/carer involvement is understood and opportunities are taken to observe and evaluate processes

	
	Wider reading and research findings
	The student- teacher demonstrates an increasingly confident understanding of the theories and research about assessment, pedagogy, human development and learning relevant to planning and day-to-day practice

	D6+7+8

	Professional networks and communities
	The student-teacher engages in small scale action research, alone or in collaboration with peers, to examine learning in depth and tease out implications for practice.


	4. Module Introduction


This module will help you to secure an understanding of the four purposes of the curriculum and the areas of learning and experience, especially health and well-being and its relation to being ready to learn. You will have the opportunity to develop an understanding of the diverse nature of the population of Wales, its learners and their communities, including aspects such as bilingualism, cultural, geographical, religious and socio-economic factors. 
You will have the opportunity to develop the knowledge and skills needed to understand the nature of the community in which a school is placed, and to question what might lead to stereotyping.
This module will help develop your knowledge of how learning environments impact on children’s social, emotional, physical and cognitive development and well-being, and secure an understanding of the key features of an effective learning environment. 

You will have the opportunity to understand your professional responsibility in relation to working in a bilingual education system: for example, the development of Welsh Language in the curriculum, and associated legislative requirements.
Additionally, you will explore the needs of learners from diverse cultural, linguistic, religious and socio-economic backgrounds to ensure equity, and show an appreciation that these needs may change in a dynamic school population. 

During this module, we encourage you to gather a Portfolio of Work. This is not compulsory and it is not assessed. However, you will find it a useful record of what we cover on the module. You will be able to use some of the activities we do as a starting point for your assignment plans. You may be able to use some of the work as evidence for you Professional Learning Passport (PLP).
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	5. Module Content


	Day
	Contents

	Tuesday
7.11.23
Welcome to Wales: its Values and Curriculum

(2x2h)
	Part 1: Welcome to Wales and its values 

· Welcome

· Introduction: Overview and dates: Staff: Assignment

· Social justice: stereotypes

· Understand the context of curriculum development and educational reform in Wales – what does it mean to teach in Wales 

· Introduce to lotus diagram

Part 2: The Curriculum for Wales framework

· The CfW framework: secure an understanding of the four purposes of the curriculum and the areas of learning and experience
· The learning environment: prepare for Bridge 1



	Wednesday

8.11.23
Bridge 1
	The classroom and school environment

	Tuesday

14.11.23
Effective Learning

(2x2h) 
	Part 1: The classroom environment

· Share Bridge 1

· Develop student teachers’ knowledge of how learning environments impact on children’s social, emotional, physical and cognitive development and well-being, and secure an understanding of the key features of an effective learning environment.

Part 2: Effective learning and being ready to learn

· Evidence a clear understanding of the ways in which schools are organised and how the curriculum is designed to meet the needs of the learners
· Health and well-being and its relation to being ready to learn. 
· Being ready to learn: children’s diverse experiences

· Home learning environments



	
	

	Thursday

16.11.23
(1x2hr)
	Learning outside the classroom

· Ideas from AfE conference: authentic contexts

· Forest Schools



	Tuesday

21.11.23

Wales: C21 Challenges

(2x2h)
	Part 1: Facts and figures

· A developing understanding of the diverse nature of the population of Wales, its learners, and their communities, including aspects such as bilingualism, cultural, geographical, religious and socio-economic factors

· Poverty in Wales

· The attainment gap

· What has been done, is being done and can be done
· Prepare Bridge 2

Part 2: Welsh in the curriculum

· Show a professional responsibility in relation to working in a bilingual education system: for example, the development of Welsh Language in the curriculum, the place of Cwricwlwm Cymreig and associated legislative requirements. 



	
	

	Wednesday

22.11.23
Bridge 2
	Learners, schools and the community

	Tuesday

28.11.23
Working with Parents and Communities

(2x2h) 
	Part 1: How does the school work with its community?

· Share Bridge 2

· Begin to engage with current research to identify how communities, families and schools influence teaching and learning. 

Part 2: How do schools work with their communities

· Look at Estyn website

· Look at some case studies

· Making links with theory / literature / policy / practice in schools



	
	

	Tuesday

5.12.23
Diversity and Inclusivity

(2x2h)


	Part 1: Using literature

· Books that challenge stereotypes and encourage diversity

Part 2: Diversity

· Explore the needs of learners from diverse cultural, linguistic, religious, and socio-economic backgrounds to ensure equity, and show an appreciation that these needs may change in a dynamic school population



	
	

	
	

	Thursday

7.12.23
Start at my Feet

(2x2h)
	Part 1: Religious diversity

· Facts and figures

· Specific knowledge about the main religions in Wales

· Classroom dos and don’ts

Part 2: Start at my feet 

· Find out about a school and its community

· An introduction to the knowledge and skills needed to understand the nature of the community in which a school is placed


	
	

	Thursday

12.12.23

Start at my Feet

(2x2h)
	Part 1: Start at my feet (continued)

· Make a poster

Part 2: Assignment support

· Review the sessions during lectures, the materials and the activities that will support assignment writing

· Look at some of the relevant literature

· Questions




All dates and rooms in the Handbook may be subject to change.
	Being an Ethical Researcher


	

	Being a Skilled Researcher


	

	Being a Sceptical Researcher


	

	Being part of an Inquiring Profession


	

	Bridging activity (intellectual and experiential knowledge exchange)
	


	6. Assignment


A digital poster, entitled “Start at My Feet”, in which you briefly outline how a school works with parents and the wider community. The poster should be followed by a commentary. In the commentary, explain how opportunities and challenges in a school’s community influence teaching, learning, and other aspects of the school, e.g., pupil well-being. You should demonstrate your understanding by referring to the ideas, concepts and literature from lectures and your Bridging experiences.

Submission: 15.01.24
Please see Assessment Specification form (on Moodle) for more detailed assessment information and guidance.
and guidance
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Bilingual Childrens Books
1 - Mae'n iawn bod yn wahanol - It's ok to be different (Amazon)

2 - Gyda'n gilydd - Together we can (Amazon)

3. - Seren orau'r sér - Super Duper you (Amazon)

4 - Dwy droed chwith - Two left feet , Jenny Sullivan (Amazon)
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