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Hello everyone, (ECEY5011/C) 

My name is Amira Abdelmagied, and I work as a Child Practitioner, collaborating 

closely with young children and their families to support their safety, well-being, and 

development. In my role, I am responsible for identifying, documenting, and 

responding applicable to safeguarding concerns, adhering to lawful guidelines  

and organizational process. Under the Children Act 1989, I have a professional  

duty of care to protect all children, including those who may not be directly in my 

care (HM Government, 2018). 

As a Child Practitioner, my primary goal is to ensure every child's safety and well-

being. This aligns with the key principles set out in the latest Statutory Framework for 

the Early Years Foundation Stage (DfE, 2024), which emphasizes safeguarding as 

an essential part of early childhood care. Currently, I am working with a 3-year-old 

named Cian, and recently, concerns about his welfare have arisen, requiring 

immediate attention to address the situation effectively. 

Cian is a young child whose recent behavioural changes have become a cause for 

concern. He's shown signs of withdrawing, becoming less communicative, and 

appears emotionally unsettled. These shifts seem to be linked with a slowdown in his 

educational progress, he finds it harder to concentrate, shows little enthusiasm for 

learning activities, and has fallen behind previous developmental expectations. A 

particularly worrying sign is that Cian has stopped engaging in play, which is critical 

for his social and emotional development. Since play is essential for a child's well-

being, its absence might indicate underlying emotional or environmental difficulties.  

(ICO, 2021; DfE, 2018).  

According to (Department for Education 2024) Play is a fundamental part of early 

childhood development, supporting cognitive, social, and emotional growth.  
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Over the past month, I have observed some important changes in Cian's appearance 

and behaviour. Naturally, this raised concerns given my safeguarding responsibilities 

under the Children Act 1989 and the guidance outlined in Working Together to 

Safeguard Children (HM Government, 2018). I noticed that Cian was consistently 

arriving at the setting in unclean clothes and seemed to have difficulty maintaining 

personal hygiene. Also, he appeared more withdrawn and less confident around both 

peers and staff. Typically expressive with his feelings, Cian suddenly stopped 

speaking verbally, which indicated emotional distress. One morning, an unfamiliar 

male brought Cian into the setting; he smelled strongly of alcohol, and later Cian 

confided that he didn't feel safe around him. This immediately prompted 

safeguarding procedures in line with Section 17 of the Children Act 1989 and Article 

19 of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989), both emphasizing a 

child's right to protection from harm. Recognising signs of neglect and emotional 

harm, according to the NSPCC (2023), I reported my concerns to the safe garden 

officer. All related documentation was stored securely, following data protection 

regulations (UK GDPR, 2021). We then initiated a multi-agency safeguarding 

process, which may include referring the case to social services to ensure Cian and 

his baby sister are safe. 

Although Cian is quite young and cannot fully verbalize his feelings yet, I noticed 

some shifts in his play and communication styles that seem to indicate emotional 

distress. I shared these observations with my colleagues and incorporated their 

feedback into the referral process, ensuring we responded appropriately to his 

needs. 

The Children’s Commissioner for Wales (2021) emphasizes that every child has the 

right to be cared for properly and protected from harm, including abuse and neglect 

by their parents or any other caregivers responsible for their wellbeing. 

In accordance with our safeguarding procedures and aligned with the 'Working 

Together to Safeguard Children' guidance (HM Government, 2018), I raised my 

concerns with the safeguarding officer. After reviewing the documentation from 

myself and other staff members, the safeguarding officer decided to escalate the 

case to children’s social care under Section 47 of the Children Act 1989, which 

mandates intervention when a child appears to be at risk of major harm. 
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The Munro Review (2011) emphasizes the importance of early intervention which I 

was reported to the safeguarding officer and maintaining a professional curiosity, 

especially when it comes to cases of neglect, which tend to build up over time. 

As educators, our approach to safeguarding is rooted in collaborative efforts aligned 

with local procedures and the framework set out in Keeping Children Safe in 

Education (DfE, 2023). We are attentive to signs of adverse childhood experiences 

like neglect or possible substance misuse at home (Felitti et al., 1998; Public Health 

Wales, 2015), because we know that early intervention is key to supporting children's 

wellbeing and development. 

In closing, protecting Cian emphasizes the critical importance of spotting issues 

early, keeping accurate records, staying knowledgeable about relevant laws, and 

working closely with other agencies. As a practitioner and someone who committed 

to doing the right thing, I believe it is my responsibility to make sure children like Cian 

are kept safe from harm and are given the support and environment they need to 

flourish. 

 

Thank you for listening my statement. 
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