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Throughout this module ‘Landscape and Sustainability’ we were required to look at three recreational sites and write fieldwork notes on them, two were visited as a class and one was an independent fieldwork study. At these sites we had to take notes on the landscape character, landscape quality, designations, use, access and future development of the recreational sites. The landscape Institute defines landscape character as “a distinct, recognisable and consistent pattern of elements in the landscape that makes one landscape different from another, rather than better or worse” (2016). When looking at the character of landscape it is important to know the history of the location and the surroundings. “Landscape Quality can encompass many elements including environmental pollution and cleanliness, visual and aesthetic quality and perception of personal security”(Forest Research,2019), this description is by the government forest research. A designation is when a site is given a title for example national nature reserve, this is to protect the flora and forna of the land and through the title they’re protected. Types of designations include Local Nature Reserves (LNR), Sites of Specific Interest (SSI), Special Protection Areas (SPA) and Special Areas of Conservation (SAC). The Food and Agricultural Organisatin of the United Nations defined land use as “the arrangments, activities and inputs people undertake in a certain land cover type to produce, change or maintain  it” (UN). The land use reflects both the activities undertaken and the changes made to an area for the purpose of economic production or the maintenance and restoration of environmental function. Land that is “used” implies the existence of some human intervention. Access land determines who can walk on the land and who ones the land, “Access Land is mostly open country and registered common land.  Some areas of forest have also been ‘dedicated’ as public forests, such as Forestry Commission land, and the public are allowed free access to them” (Brecon Beacons National Park, 2019). The Countryside and Right of Way Act (CROW) allows you to walk freely on Access Land and you do not need to stick to footpaths or bridal ways unless you desire too. The permitted activities include:  walking/ running, sightseeing, bird wildlife watching, picnicking and climbing. Nether the less, activities including camping, horse riding, cycling, swimming and cycling are not allowed.  Horse riders, cyclists and motor vehicles must keep to existing rights of way. However, The Countryside and Right of Way Act (CROW) access rights do not affect rights or activities that already exist and other activities may be permitted with the permission of the landowner.

This assignment will explore landscape and the different ways we use it. When we think of landscape we think of physical/natural landscapes and those that are man-made, but in a world with growing industrial nations like China and India and exploding population, it is very difficult to see any landscape of the world has anything but a social construction. Greider and Garkovich (1994) have said:

          “Landscapes” are the symbolic environments created by human acts of conferring meaning of nature and the environment, of giving the environment definition and form from a particular angle of vision and through a special filter of values and beliefs. Every landscape is a symbolic environment.”

Landscapes can be seen as a place of work, a place of recreation or home. There are urban, rural, coastal, marine and mountainous landscapes to name just a few. During this assignment I will look at Dinefwr Park which can be seen as a place of recreation, a place of work and also hundreds of years ago a home. Where as Three Cliffs Bay which I have also done a field work study on is located on a coastal area and is a place of recreation for the public and a home for the hundreds of wildlife that live on the beach and the cliffs. 

We visited Dinefwr Park, this park is a Site if Special Scientific Interest located in Llandelio, we visited here on the 13th November 2018. We had a guided tour of the parks grounds by one of the grounds keepers. Dinefwr park is a 18th century landscape park owned by the National Trust which is where Newton House is situated. Dinefwr Park has historic grounds which are now open to the public, owned and run by the national trust on behalf of the general public. To access the whole property it is £7.90 for an adult, £4 for a child and £20 for a family, if you’re a member of the National Trust or Cadw and Wildlife Trust you get in for free. The boundaries of the park are marked by fences, this still keeps the park aesthetically pleasing as there are no walls obstructing views and the natural beauty of the park. There are well kept paths throughout the park, however when we were given the tour of the grounds the grounds keeper said it is said to the public to keep to the paths at all time and to not tough the deers as our scent will stick on them and if they’re a Fawn the parents will leave it as they can smell a humans scent. The deers at Dinefwr park are a major aspect to the grounds, there are over 100 deers on site.  The grounds are extremely well maintained and a lot of thought has gone into the grounds to make it more exciting for children such as the fairy’s village by the entrance of the footpath.The castle is now owned by the Wildlife Trust of South and West Wales and is managed by Cadw but lies within Dinefwr Park, which is owned  by the National Trust. The grounds are ran by the national trust and the grounds keeper is employed by the national trust. Dinefwr Park is open 10-15:00 to the general public from Monday- Sunday, the main use of the park is for recreation purpose. The deers in the park are used for venison and sold in the local shop on site and the venison is the winner of the prestigious National Trust Fine Farm Produce award. There is also a shop and café on site which are available to the public through the same opening hours if the park and castle. Once a year the Dinefwr Park has a traditional Christmas fair from the 23rd to the 25th of November, during this even they use a field for extra parking, the grounds keeper explained to our group that as the field gets busy and extremely muddy after use that it takes a year for the field to grow back to its natural state. However they do use a free park and ride service at Home Farm, this is more friendly on the surrounding environment as less cars will be polluting the area and damaging the field. The park can be accessed all year round by cars, and the footpaths around the grounds are available all year to the public, however at a certain time in the year a couple footpaths are closed off due to deer’s breading, its extremely important that the deers are left alone and not disturbed due the breading period as if the human scent comes onto a Fawn the mother will reject it as its own as I mentioned previously. The site has a lot of future potential that it can be used for, the grounds can be used for farmers markets, orienteering courses which can encourage people of all ages to take part in activities in the outdoors. The park could also be used for park runs for the community and different bike paths and cycle rides.

I went to Three Cliffs Bay in Gower on the 18th November as an independent fieldwork study. The Three Cliffs Bay has a car park near it, which is owned by the National Trust, the car park is free for all National Trust members however if you’re not a member a payment is required when you enter the car park. Three Cliffs Bay is open all hours of the day as it is not a National Trust park however the car park is not. The car park is open all year round however in the busier months such as Easter holidays and summer months the car park comes at a cost. Three Cliffs Bay is a very popular location and its close to Rhossili Bay which is one of the top beaches on Trip Advisors top beaches in Wales, this can lead to large amounts of tourism. It’s a very well kept area with minimum littering. The designations of the Three Cliffs Bay is the National Trust, however they only owe the car park near the land never the less there are National Trust foot paths around the area for recreational walks and bird and wildlife spotters to use. The Three Cliffs Bay is a very popular destination for recreation use, many locals use this are for dog walking and general walking. This is also a very popular site for rock climbing and abseiling with outdoor centres, the public can also use this for individual climbing. The Three Cliffs Bay is very accessible by car and also accessible by foot and bus as there is a bus stop right by the main entrance to the Three Cliffs Bay. For future potential a negative for the Three Cliffs Bay would be possible coastal cliff erosion, due to the area being extremely popular and advertised as a must see place in Wales. However positive future potential could be an outdoor adventure activity centre specializing in rock climbing and water based activities which could possibly ran by the National Trust. And a final future potential for the Three Cliffs Bay would be disable access to the top of the Bay and possibly down to the beach. 


In conclusion each residential site that I visited has different site attracts and elements to it, however they’re both popular attracts for different reasons. Dinefwr Park in Llandelio is forestry and historic grounds where as the Three Cliffs Bay in the Gower is a place to go to enjoy the spectacular views over Gower and South Wales and has been called one of Gower’s most iconic beaches “with a view of Pennard Castle ruins which could be taken straight from a Hollywood movie” as stated by the National Trust (2018). Even though they’re both located in very different areas of Wales and both have different surroundings they are still both extremely popular destinations for both locals and tourists and attract very similar audiences such as dog walkers, bird and wildlife watchers, family’s and runners. 
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