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1. Introduction
The basis of this report is that of the Lampeter Union Workhouse. The report will include general information about the Union workhouse. Other accumulated information will also include any remnants of the workhouse and its memory.
[image: ] 
(A map of the Lampeter from 1888-1913. Ceredigion History. 2020.Available at: https://i0.wp.com/ceredigionhistory.wales/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Lampeter-Historic-Mapping-OS-Six-Inch-1888-1913-Reproduced-with-the-permission-of-the-National-Library-of-Scotland.jpg?fit=1200%2C832&ssl=1 Accessed: 29th of January.)

2. Space and Place
The Lampeter Union Workhouse lay adjacent to the main road which runs through Lampeter which connects to the High Street, this road is known as today, Temple Terrace which is road between the A475 or Pontfaen Road and the High Street as seen below on a road map.
[image: ]
(A road map of the roads in 2025. Available at: https://www.bing.com/maps?q=lampeter&FORM=HDRSC7 Accessed: 7th of February 2025.)



2.1. Co-ordinates and O/S details
The workhouse based in Lampeter, can be found in the following co-ordinates with the grid reference SN 57752481020. X (257752), Y (248120). With its latitude at 52.113052 and the longitude of –4.0787610. These co-ordinates will lead show the approximate size of the location and location itself (UK Grid Reference Finder, 2011.) However, there is no longer any visual remnants of the Lampeter Union Workhouse to see in that location.
2.2. Environment and Topography.
The area surrounding where Lampeter Union Workhouse was situated has topography of varying heights with the town being at minimum elevation of 104 meters above sea level and a maximum of 367 meters above sea level (Topographic Map, 2025.)
[image: ]
(A topographic search of the area surrounding the area where the Lampeter Union Workhouse was. Available at: https://engb.topographicmap.com/mapb7b9m/Lampeter/center=52.1134%2C4.08081&zoom=16&lock=19%2C120%2C124&base=4&popup=52.1135%2C-4.08365 Accessed: 3rd of February 2025.)
However, the topography of the workhouse does remain on the lower elevation with the site which can be seen on the map. Today laying at maximum elevation of 124 meters above sea level and the minimum elevation of 120 meters above sea level (Topographic Map, 2025.) 
The environment of Lampeter town is a combination of wetland, with a regular risk of flooding that of along the river area of the river Teifi, it also has the patches of woodland around the town in particular higher areas, however there are areas with trees, including around the area of the pre-existing workhouse and agricultural areas (LUC Maps, 2025.)

2.3. Population.
According to the 2021 census, survey the population of the Lampeter was 2500 (rounded to the nearest 100) however, this may have changed since due to time (Office for National Statistics, 2021.) The nearest census to the point of development of the Lampeter Union Workhouse that lay within the Union area shows that the population of the Lampeter Area was that of an estimated, at 1,317 (Higginbotham, P. 2025a.)

[image: ]
(A table of the Individuals who resided within the Lampeter Union Workhouse from the 1881 Census Available at: https://www.workhouses.org.uk/Lampeter/Lampeter1881.shtml Accessed: 6th of February 2025.)

2.4. Economy and Industry.
The 1834 Amendment of the Poor Law meant that those who were considered able bodied within the parishes had to live in Workhouses to be eligible to receive any aid from their parishes as it stated that there was a ban on supporting those who could be in the workhouse (Etheredge, L. 2025.) This meant that the local community of Lampeter’ economy was not supported by those who were meant to support some of the most vulnerable individuals. 
The town of Lampeter is considered that of a Market town, over the years the trade and industry has fluctuated between being primarily that of Agriculture and Trade based industries (A Vision of Britain Through Time, 2024.)
[image: ]
(The Industry of Lampeter from 1932 to 1950. Available at: https://www.visionofbritain.org.uk/unit/10059914/cube/IND_SECTOR_GEN
Accessed: 7th of February 2025.)
3. Background.
The Lampeter Poor Law Union, established on the 15th of May 1837 was overseen by the 17 members of the board of Guardians. These seventeen members of the board of Guardians were representatives of the thirteen constituent parishes some with multiple representatives with in (Higginbotham, P. 2025a.)
[image: ]
(A column found in the newspaper South Wales Daily News from Monday the 14th of October 1872 found on the British Newspaper Archive Website.)
However, when the Union Workhouse was initially proposed in the December of 1872 by a Llywelyn Llewellin, the Guardians of the Lampeter required more information to decide on the building of a Workhouse (The Cambrian News and Merionethshire Standard, 1872.) 
Following that when more information was gathered on other Union Workhouse in the January of 1872 the Guardians then denied the request for the Union Workhouse with ten against the motion and only three remained neutral (The Cardiff Times, 1873.)
Following this the Local Government Board motioned to dissolution of the Lampeter Union separating the parishes and annexing them onto others such as annexing five to the Tregaron Union. In response to this motion, the workhouse was reconsidered by the Guardians (The Western Mail, 1873.)
3.1. Land Ownership.
The ownership of the land according to the records found through Tithe Maps in 1843 is by an individual known as Harford John Scandrett however was inhabited by a Thomas Arthur (Lloyd, O. 1843.) Following this the ownership of the land then passed to one individual then another. 
This continued up until the Ceredigion Council acquired the land during some period and as such now stands the Residential home Hafan Deg, there are such no obvious indicators of the presence of the pre-existing buildings that once stood of the land. The properties value according to the data from the Website ‘Zoopla’ is that of an estimated £220,000 to £330,000.
[image: ]
(The estimated property value of the property Hafan Deg according to Zoopla. Available at: https://www.zoopla.co.uk/property/uprn/49052852/ Accessed: 7th of February 2025.)
3.2. Development.
During the development of the Workhouse, it was considered that it was T shaped with the women on the East side and the men on the west side. Other areas included were for children and the aged who had their own spaces within the Workhouses (Higginbotham, P. 2025.) 
Following the years of use as a workhouse the property was changed in 1930 to an estimated 1948 the site was then utilised as a Public Assistance Institution (Higginbotham, 2025.)  In the years that followed the workhouse was demolished in the 1960s (Higginbotham. P.  2014 pp.374.)


4. Area Management
The area of where the Lampeter Union Workhouse was located has been changed over time with the original development of the Workhouse additional buildings were placed on the site near to the road to accommodate additional individuals (Higginbotham, P. 2025a.) The condition of the workhouse was regularly considered harsh however this is not to say that the treatment of the individuals was always the case as the workhouse was designed to not be a long-term solution for these individuals and meant that were not reliant on relief (Etheredge, L. 2025.)
4.1. Current Use of Space.
Following the demolition of the Lampeter Union warehouse in the 1960s the space in which the workhouse was located is now the location of the Residential Home Hafan Deg this can be seen through the comparison of a Google Maps Image and that from a Map from the years 1888 through to 1913. 
[image: ]
(A map of the Lampeter from 1888-1913. Ceredigion History. 2020.Available at: https://i0.wp.com/ceredigionhistory.wales/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Lampeter-Historic-Mapping-OS-Six-Inch-1888-1913-Reproduced-with-the-permission-of-the-National-Library-of-Scotland.jpg?fit=1200%2C832&ssl=1 Accessed: 29th of January.) 

[image: ] 
(An Image from Google Maps Displaying the town of Lampeter. Available at:  https://www.google.co.uk/maps/place/Hafan+Deg+Residential+Home/@52.1151996,-4.0855718,15.52z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x486f06045b0983d1:0xd7eb8e93f2846e57!8m2!3d52.1132208!4d-4.0838334!16s%2Fg%2F11b7q7q6st?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDIwNC4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D Accessed: 6th of February 2025.)
4.2. Visual Remains Seen Today.
While the original site of the Workhouse has changed the graves seen within one of the Local graveyards shows some remains of its memory. Seen up in Saint Peters Church in the town of Lampeter in the grounds of the graveyard by the new entrance in the Left bottom corner is some of the few remains seen of the Lampeter Union Workhouse. Within this area 115 - 120 Graves are still visible. With the potential of many more being lost over time due to environmental, social and wear and tear. 
[image: ]
The few remaining remnants of the Lampeter Union Workhouse, an image of some of the graves an original Image taken on the 7th of February 2025.
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LAMPETER.

BoARD OF GUARDIANS.—The usual fortnightly meeting
of this Board was held on Saturday, with Mr. W. Jones,
of Llwnygroes, in the chair. After the usual business
had been gone through, the subject of the proposed work-
house accommodation was again discussed, but no reso-
lution was come to. The clerk was. however, directed to
write to Mr. Doyle, the Poor-law Inspector, for further
statistics, showing the expenditure in unions which have
workhouses as.gompared to those which have none. Tt
is expected the question will be dgcided at the next meet-
ing of the Board.
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Name Age Relation Occupation Handicap Birthplace

Staff

Evan JONES 23 Head Master Of Workhouse (Munic Off) Llanwenog, Cardigan
Hannah JONES 32 |[F |\Wife Matron Of Workhouse Carmarthen
D.T.LEWIS 13 |M |Stepson Scholar Llandilo, Carmarthen
Inmates

Anne DAVIES 2 |F |Daur Lampeter, Cardigan
Catherine DAVIES 55 |F |Inmate Charwoman Llandyssil, Cardigan
Jane DAVIES 34 |F |Inmate Lunatic  |Lampeter, Cardigan
John DAVIES 4 |M |Inmate Lampeter, Cardigan
Margaret DAVIES 24 [F |Inmate Charwoman Lampeter, Cardigan
Margaret DAVIES 23 [F |Inmate Charwoman Dowlais, Glamorgan
Mary Anne DAVIES 11 |F  |Inmate Scholar Trefilan, Cardigan
Owen Thomas DAVIES 5 |M [Son Of Inmate|Scholar Merthyr, Glamorgan
Rees DAVIES 1 M |Inmate Lampeter, Cardigan
Mary EVANS U (33 |[F |Inmate Lunatic  |Lampeter, Cardigan
John HARRIES U (30 |M |Inmate Labourer (Gen) Berkshire, England
Evan John JONES U (23 |M |Inmate Lunatic  |Lampeter, Cardigan
Mary JONES U (35 |[F |Inmate Charwoman Llanybyther, Carmarthen
William JONES 14 |M |Inmate Scholar Lampeter, Cardigan
Jane MORRIS 9 |F |Inmate Scholar Trefilan, Cardigan
Jane THOMAS 95 [F |Inmate Charwoman Llandyssil, Cardigan
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