Assessment Two: Bibliographic Exercise
2.1. Medieval bibliographic exercise
Domesday Book

Introduction
In the December of 1085 William the Conqueror commissioned what has become of the most famous books of all time. The original has been bound as one and two volumes during its existence and consists of the Great Domesday and Little Domesday and is a survey of people, land ownership, and other details of the population that William had become monarch of. It has great value as a record not just for the extent of the raw data but what it can tell us of the socio-economic and political structure of the time.   
Domesday Re-bound of 1966 states that the first known reproduction was published in 1673 by Sir Peter Leycester in his Historical Antiquities in the form of “an extended transcript of the Cheshire section” (page 10). Copper plate engraving first in 1773 facsimile for Manning and Bray's ‘Surry' not published until 1804 and 1775 for Nash's Worcestershire published 1782.
The first printed version is a transcription including the original abbreviations prepared by Abraham Farlet published 1783. This version did not include medieval marginalia or later additions.


1788 Wiltshire, Extracted from Domesday Book : To Which Is Added a Translation of the Original Latin into English
Henry Penruddocke Wyndham, MP for Wiltshire, produced a translation of the entry for that county. It is presented, after an introduction, with the Latin typed on the left page and Wyndham’s translation on the right having comments in footnotes. It is printed by E. Easton of Sailsbury. Being able to compare an 18th century translation in this book with later translations is valuable. Although obtaining a copy of the original of this volume is possible, one is currently listed on eBay at £150, a company called Forgotten Books has a reprint published in 2020 available via Amazon for print or their own site as a pdf. The original is listed on the Royal Collection Trust site.

1861 to 1864 Thirty two county volumes
Produced using photozincography, a process developed by Sir Henry James at the Ordinance Survey office of Southhampton, these copies not only provide an image of the original text but on comparison with modern photographs can show changes in the condition of the original over time. Each volume has a brief introduction. Online copies can be found via Internet Archive.


1863 Domesday Book the portion relating to Northhamptonshire
Publisher Mark Dorman of London. Extended and translated by Stuart Archibald Moore. Here we have the typed Latin on the left hand pages with the corresponding translation on the right. Minimal comments but the useful layout mentioned would be valuable. A 2023 reprint by Legare Street Press of London is available ISBN 13  9781021263131 for less than £20.

1833 and 1971 A General Introduction to Domesday Book
A translation by Sir Henry Ellis, principal librarian of the British Museum, including numerous notes and a commentary as well as typed original Latin. Printed by G. Eyre & A. Spottiswoode in 1833 directed by the Commissioners on the Public Records of the UK for H.R.H. King William IV in two volumes. In 1971 Frederick Muller Ltd of London published a two volume facsimile reprint. The original 1833 version is now available as a digitised copy via Google for free access giving a very wide accessibility.


1977 Domesday Book Nottinghamshire, one of a 34 volume set
Text and translation edited by John Morris, edited from a draft translation by Celia Parker and Sara Wood. Published by Phillimore & Co. Ltd. Of Chichester. This forms one of a series of 34 county editions, each having a brief introduction and ends with a section of notes, index of places and people, systems of reference, small maps and technical terms. The main layout follows the typed Latin on the left and matching translation on the right pages format. The font is nice to read and the small size of each volume makes handling easy. The set are now available online as the Domesday Explorer giving this high accessibility.

1987 Domesday Book Studies Leicestershire
Between 1987 and 1991 Alecto Historical Edition in London published facsimile editions with translations of each county entry. These were produced as a limited print run of 1000 per county and each presented as a three volume slipcased set consisting of Introduction & Translation, Folios & Maps and Domesday Book Studies. The wide range of information included to accompany the translation would increase accessibility to a wide range of readers. Some of the
chapters include archaeology, agriculture, 11th century communications, monetary systems and measurements. The appendix includes marginalia and abbreviations. The inclusion of large fold out maps is particularly useful. Although there was a limited print run, copies of individual county editions seem to be readily available to purchase starting from £40. 

2002 Domesday Book : A Complete Translation
A reproduction of the Alecto Historical Editions published by Penguin Books of London in 2002 as one volume edited by Dr Ann Williams and Professor G. H. Morris. This is English translation only with a very brief introduction and glossary. Although copies are readily available new for less than £30 or via libraries the book is very heavy. 

2003 Domesday Book: Complete Translation Volumes I-III Folio Society
Editors Dr Ann Williams and Professor G. H. Martin. Published in 2003 by The Folio Society in London.
This 3 volume set, which comes in a card slipcase, are hardback quarter bonded leather and includes maps by Reginald Piggott. The edition was first published in a single volume in 2002 by Penguin Books Ltd and contains the translation first published Alecto Historical Editions in 1992. Volume 1 contains the Great Domesday (Kent to Herefordshire), volume 2 the Great Domesday (Cambridgeshire to Lincolnshire) and volume 3 the Little Domesday and the index of places. They are printed in two columns per page. New copies are currently available via sites such as eBay, with prices for new less than £30, making it reasonably financially accessible to a wide audience. Its lack of explanatory notes narrows the likely users to the more academically minded. 

Open Domesday website
A non-profit web site built by Anna Powell-Smith using data created by Professor J.J.N. Palmer and the University of Hull team responsible for the Hull Domesday Project. A free to access online resource which has, along with the photographs of the original folios, searchable indexes for places and people and a searchable map. These interactive elements increase the ease of use as a resource. 

Exon Domesday online
The Exon Domesday should also be considered as it is a collection of “working papers” from five south western shires and is available at this free access site.
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