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Essay one: 
How have past instances of police malpractice and misconduct influenced modern professional policing? 
Support your answer with relevant evidence drawn from academic sources. 
Word limit: 1000 words

Answer:

The Police “Code of Ethics” was introduced into modern Policing in 2014 by the College of Policing to assist in upholding certain standards of professional behaviour and policing principles within the Police force to best benefit and serve the public, (Bryant and Bryant, p73. 2021).

This being said there have often been unfortunate examples within the service whereby misconduct and malpractice by the organisation as a whole and individual officers has been apparent, through these negative incidents has come reform and practices that have re-shaped modern professional policing to best carry out duties and provide the public with the upmost professionalism. 

In April 1981 the Metropolitan Police carried out “Operation Swamp 81” an operation in the Brixton area of London focusing of “Stop and Search” of persons, by utilising “Sus Law” allowing any officer to detain and search a person just of their own suspicion of a potential offence or Lottering in a public area, (Race and relations Act 1965-2000), this law was included in the old “Vagrancy Act 1824” (Vagrancy Act 1824).
Following on from this operation tensions soon built between the Black community and the Met Police as the community felt the application of “Sus law” encouraged and promoted racial profiling from the police towards current ethic groups, making them feel targeted by the organisation, (Jasmine Pierre, 2022).
The Brixton riots lasted for three days between the 10th – 12th of April 1981 causing thousands of pounds worth of damage to property, over 100 injured including Police officers and in total some 282 people arrested whom were all predominately Black males, (Felix Brenton, 2010).

With the Police force in London being met with such hostility from the Black community following the Riots, the “Sus Law” Provisions were demolished following on from the riots in 1981 with the concerns brought up in the “Lord Scarman Report” which stated although “Stop and Search” was a necessary tool in combating crime there were obvious concerns of the extent to which “Sus law” was being implemented, (Police Foundation, 2012).
Through the failings due to police discrimination came learnings and following on from the “Lord Scarman Report 1981” which detailed the importance of the police implementing new and more fitting Stop search powers which were to include recordings, (John Lea and Simon Hallsworth, 2011).

As a consequence of the misconduct displayed by the Police in cases like the Brixton Riots in 1984 the Police and Criminal Evidence Act (Home Office, 2012) was devised to help maintain professional standards and to also regain the public’s confidence in the police force as a whole and bring a balance back to the relationship between the public and the powers that which police.

Through the Creation of PACE officers are encouraged especially around Stop search to consider some policing fundamentals, “Policing by Consent” (Charles E Cheadale, 2021), which focuses on obtaining consent and approval from the public to then engage in policing actions, therefore building the relationship between one another to deliver a professional standard when carrying out duties, (Home Office, 2012).

Despite the injection of polices such as PACE, there is always the chance of misconduct and corruption hindering the police force still, when trust and decision making by officers is not held to a high standard and the Code of Ethics (College of Policing, 2014) it allows room for negligence to move into duties across the service and values to waver. 

There are often theories discussed to why one overlooks their position of responsibility of authority within their role as an officer. The “Bad apple Theory” (Bryant and Bryant, 2023) demonstrates such that a corrupt or dishonest officer is simply an isolated threat to upholding the values of the force and by simply removing the issue, i.e., the officer the bad practice will not then further influence the force as a whole. This point is argued in by (Professor Tim Newbran, 2015) who credits corruption to be much more institutionalised as a whole and by just pointing the blame at a percentage of individuals it is also diverting from the bigger picture of misconduct ad it simply focuses on the investigation of the individual rather than the systemic cause of the behaviour itself.

Thus more police force as a whole has had to adapt to such persecutions and scrutiny for the general public and reforms  have been made to uphold the values of the force, accountability is key in upholding professionalism and the introduction of the “The Police and Crime Act 2017” (National Archives, 2017) the act aims to assist in reforming the Police complaints procedure so to build integrity and better practice through lesson learning, as the previous method was seen to need adjustments as it was deemed in parliamentary decision that it needed to be more “transparent and robust” (Hansard, 2016). The introduction of this reformed act therefore intends to discourage actions such as “Damaging Blame Culture” as stated by the Chapman Review (Chapman, 2014) and become more independent in its delivery and build the quality in police complaints and disciplinary processes, so to deliver the new promises of improved integrity within the force and the focus on lesson learning for officers, (Claire Torrible, 2021).

A final notable case for reform that has influenced the approach of modern policing procedures and positive mindsets, is that of the case of the murder of a young black male “Stephen Lawrence” in London on 22 April 2023, (College of Policing, 2021) whereby he was victim to an unprovoked racial knife attack. Following on from his murder some years later in 1999 the “Macpherson Report” was published by Sir William Macpherson, whom led the inquiry into the procedure and dealings around Lawrences murder (Home Affairs Committee) the report highlighted many issues in the actions displayed by police, however it mainly highlighted the institutional racism within the working of the police and the lack of ability to manage Lawrences family accordingly to build trust and the inability to deal with racially motivated crimes sufficiently (Sir William Macpherson,1999).

In 2009 the Home Office revisited the report and found due to issues highlighted within there was a positive change in ways the police force engaged and communicated with ethnic minorities, however this noted there was still from for clear improvements as there were still unbalanced figures in relation to ethnic groups being subject to procedures like “Stop and Search” (Bryant and Bryant, p381, 2021).

In conclusion the police force as a whole is an incredibly fluid and forever evolving organisation, and through incidents highlighted in this essay there are constant learning points for the organisation to benefit from, to assist in upholding the 2014 Code of Ethics (College of policing, 2021) and build on the level of professionalism and uphold values such as honesty and integrity to best serve the public in the coming years.
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Essay two: 
How does media coverage affect policing strategies in relation to public protection incidents? 
Your answer must be based on academic research, but you may make reference to relevant case studies. 
Word limit: 1000 words.

Situated within the policing environment the term “Public Protection” stems a wide meaning, although it is mainly attached to the management of violent and sexual offenders the term can also be to be linked to the protection of victims such as vulnerable persons, domestic abuse, victims of sexual offences and missing persons (Bryant and Bryant, 2021).

In modern times the media has often been drawn to offences involving Public Protection matters more so than any other type of offence, due to the want to provide the public with information and to hold services such as the police accountable. (Home Office, 2020).
Thus, with this in mind it is paramount there is a successful working relationship between the media and the police, as the media’s communication of information with the public can often lead to vital findings that assist in solving crimes as well as allowing the public to know the functions of a police investigation to further protect communities, (College of Policing, 2017).

One acknowledged positive involvement of media coverage in relation to public protection is that the exposure of a high-profile case can often bring into perspective flaws in policies and procedures around specific investigations. Case in question is that of “The Murder of Baby P” in 2007, the media affect brought into light certain failings of the state as well as safeguarding issues by child agencies and the police force strategy into child protection (Elsley, s, 2010). The effect of the media bringing the issues to the public domain assisted in change of polices that were previously highlighted in “Lord Laming” 2000 report following the death of Vitoria Climbre (Lord Laming, 2000). Consequently, in response the government produced “Every Child Matters” in 2003 (HM treasury, 2003) which focused in on changes to inter agency working and the promotion of child welfare.

In comparison to positive effects of media coverage, there are all instances that can in fact hinder the police force and the strategies they are trying to implement to protect the public. False or indeed misleading information portrayed in the media can have negative results on investigations, this would then lead to the Corporate Communications department (CCD’S) seeking involvement to issue a correction statement or further liaise with the media so not to further damage an investigation, (College of Policing, 2022)

A recent case that identifies the effect of such media actions is that of Nicola Bulley a young mother who went missing in Lancashire on 27th 2023, the interference of speculative assumptions by the media led to strategies led by police being affected and resources being tasked to false leads, taking time away from vital investigation time, Deputy Superintendent Becky Smith stating “Media speculation has significantly distracted the police” furthermore Assistance Chief Constable Peter Lawson stating there had to be further release of information surrounding the case due to the “Commentary and Speculation”, (Vinter, R. The Guardian, Newspaper, 2023). In examining this case it is clear how miscommunications made by the press can impose a negative effect on police services carrying out missing persons investigations as the untested information passed can diminish valuable resources that could otherwise be used in aiding police strategy around missing person procedures.

In contrast to the negative aspects examined within the Bulley Missing persons case, there have been incidents whereby the media exploring a public protection issue has in fact had the effect of instigating a Police investigation and implanting strategies to prevent offences.
On the 3rd of October 2012 ITV Broadcast “Exposure: the other side of Jimmy Saville” a documentary researched and presented by former police detective Mark Williams -Thomas, the documentary examined allegations of sexual offences towards both women and children by deceased Children’s TV Star Jimmy Saville and exposed a history of sexual misconduct and abuse of power by the former star, (Bell, M. Independent, 2012).

As a direct result of this media exposure, the Metropolitan Police launched a full investigation into the sexual offences allegations under “Operation Yewtree” on October 5th, 2012, the investigation detailed multiple allegations of sexual abuse, such as rape and sexual grooming mainly of women under eighteen years of age, highlighting the fact that Saville had used his celebrity status to benefit his owns needs and take advantage of vulnerable women and children, (Marcus Erooga, 2013). 

In continuation from “Operation Yewtree” came the joint report produced by the Metropolitan Police and the NSPCC “Giving victims a voice” in 2013, the report highlighted all the findings of the investigation from the scale, and the offending pattern to the victim’s accounts and noted a positive that due to the media exposure and the amount of voices heard, this resulted in many more victim’s having the confidence to report historic sexual abuse and seek support from agencies, which could be viewed as a positive outcome, to challenge this point the report also detailed failing around certain safeguarding strategies for police and multiple agencies, (David Gray, Peter Watt, 2013).

Another key strategy to note police use in relation to public protection focused upon sexual offences is the use of MAPPA, Multi-agency, Public Protection Agencies, used to monitor and police violent or sexual offender through the use of a multi-agency approach with Probation services and prison services, (Ministry of justice, 2014). MAPPA also focuses on relevant disclosure to the public and are responsible for any public order that would follow as a direct affect of the media representation of the disclosure.

To draw a conclusion, through the findings and cases documented, it is apparent there is a need for media involvement alongside Police public protection strategies such a missing person investigations and sexual offences polices, this being stated there is also a risk of too much exposure or wrong representation by media sources having lasting negative effects on proceedings, due to the medias want for a story, and as a result it could hinder policing strategy just as much as it can be beneficial in its use of information to reinforce the public trust in services around the topic of public protection. The key factor in the discussion is that agencies need a fair and transparent balance when providing the public with a service that has direct affects from their actions.
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