The Nature and Direction of Ancient Civilizations within the Humanities
The Humanities have been around for Millenia as a field of study, but our definition of which disciplines make up the humanities has shifted many times over that period. From the nine muses of Ancient Greece to their identity as sciences[footnoteRef:1] to our modern understanding today. The study of Ancient Civilizations and the ancient world at large is instrumental to the field of humanities as it not only connects aspects of modern culture to their roots and origins, looks more in depth into the ancient world from a different angle to Ancient History and has links outside the Humanistic disciplines. [1:  Bod, 2014] 

While the humanities are in natural opposition to the sciences, the humanities themselves are intricately linked to and rely on each other; “everywhere efforts were made to formulate a system of rules.”[footnoteRef:2] In the ancient world, the humanities were new and were seen in much the same way we view the sciences now, so their early interdisciplinary focuses were to establish basic rules of grammar, linguistics and outline ‘rules’ for how each subject should operate. In the modern age, some disciplines such as archaeology and anthropology do rely on practical and social sciences but are fundamentally opposed to them based on their differing approaches to investigating their shared subject matter. On the other hand, different humanities disciplines will often look at various sources using the same comparative methods but different focuses. A theologist may be interested in the contents of a burial site and want to learn more about their religious and symbolic importance, whereas an archaeologist may be more interested in the condition of such artefacts, their age, and origins. These investigative routes are all equally important, and only by interacting with multiple humanities disciplines does one get a full picture of a situation that encompasses a much broader range of enquiry. As such, every discipline within the humanities is important and exists within the academic sphere of the humanities because it influences other disciplines and aids in answering the big questions posed by these subjects. [2:  Bod, 2014] 

The humanities as a field of study is made up of disciplines that ask the big questions. The humanities primarily use comparative research methods, making each discipline within the humanities important to our wider understanding. Any one discipline relies on other humanities to provide a bigger picture of their subject of investigation. The humanities overlap massively with one another, to the point where such overlap is almost vital to any one discipline’s survival in today’s science-focused academic world. Not only is this comparison seen in the wider humanities but within smaller, more focused circles. According to Britannica, “The study of ancient civilization is concerned with the earliest segments of the much broader subject called ancient history.”[footnoteRef:3] Not only is history as a subject area split into periods of study but is further split into different focuses. For example, within the study of modern history there may be social, economic, political and art history. This is the specific academic niche that Ancient Civilizations has found itself in. Not only does the subject focus more broadly on the ancient world but takes the specific angle of investigating the ancient world through its civilizations and societies, focusing on the day-to-day lives of those living in ancient times, as well as providing political and social context to historical events, writings, or artwork of the time. It is said that history is written by the victors, and much of the study of history is taken up by the greatest events or people, only worth learning about if they left a significant impact on the world. Ancient civilizations contests this way of thinking, choosing instead to focus on those otherwise overlooked in the grand vision of the ancient world that is so often presented in history books. It is important for historians of any kind to pull back the curtain and be willing to investigate further, and the direction of Ancient Civilizations as a discipline is naturally suited to this. [3:  Britannica kids website.] 

Ancient Civilizations as a field of study also connects the humanities to the social sciences. The gap between humanities and sciences is artificial and falsely exaggerated in modern politics and ‘culture wars,’ but the truth is that society cannot tackle big issues with a small focus that is limited to just one perspective. “Our society does not face one single problem; it faces many interconnected ones”[footnoteRef:4] and as such not only must different disciplines work together but so must different fields of study. The study of civilizations ancient or modern is fundamentally a study of societies, known in academia as sociology, a social science. Anthropology has a similar sociological link, sharing “ambivalent relations”[footnoteRef:5] with the field of social science, but by introducing a sociological perspective to the study of ancient history, ancient civilizations introduces the social sciences into the already well-established discipline of history rather than attempting to further divide the humanities and confine sociological thinking to the single discipline of anthropology. This connection can go both ways, as sociologists may often look to societies and civilizations of the past to gain insight into how and why modern societies behave the way they do. Some level of sociological thinking is necessary when studying the social history of any period but is particularly applicable to ancient civilizations. By engaging with sociological ideas and thinking within the discipline of ancient civilizations, a historian is more likely to carry that thinking over into other disciplines or areas of study which can be greatly beneficial for investigations into history, no matter the time period or focus of investigation, as all major historical events are shaped by the society and culture of the time and place. By consciously or subconsciously looking for these sociological links, a lot more can be revealed about a given historical event, figure or place. [4:  Johnson, 2016, p1]  [5:  Kempers, 2014, p609] 

[bookmark: _Int_wl6koPrG]Some disciplines in the humanities focus on the ancient world, such as ancient history, ancient civilizations, and classics, while many others such as philosophy have their roots very firmly in the ancient world. The ancient world is incredibly important to the foundation of the humanities as a field of study, and as such the study of ancient civilizations is key to many disciplines within the humanities and an understanding of the ancient world is necessary to the function and survival of many liberal arts disciplines. The ancient world can tell us a lot, without ancient studies we would not know of our ancestors and their way of life, of the first works of literature and art, or of the evolution of tools, politics, architecture, war, and philosophy among many other things. This understanding is fundamental to many academic schools of thought and especially so for the humanities. When questioned on the value of the humanities to wider society, Bate responds, “research in the humanities is the only activity that can establish the meaning of such a question.”[footnoteRef:6] Even asking what an author means by value forces them to think in a humanistic way, and to ask themselves who determines the value of something and why that is so. In doing so one thinks about society, history, traditions, and philosophy, all of which are disciplines and ideas cemented within our modern understanding of what ‘the humanities’ are.  [6:  Bate, 2011, p3] 

The study of the ancient world is incredibly important not just in understanding history but in understanding the world at large. The ancient world has fundamentally shaped our modern identities and cultures; we still look to Ancient Greek philosophers, writers and poets in modern times, and they are not seen as ‘outdated’ within the studies of literature or philosophy. These can still be seen to be relevant in our modern day, having laid the foundations for not only many recognisable belief genres of literature but many different philosophies and systems of belief as well. Similarly, modern political systems exist, such as that of the United States of America, that have been influenced by Ancient Athenian democracy.[footnoteRef:7] Issues faced in the modern era often have their roots in the ancient world, such as the argument over free speech or the morality of civil disobedience.[footnoteRef:8] Without any fundamental understanding of the ancient world or the culture in which these problems arose and were debated on, attempts to tackle such problems in the modern day are fruitless without the knowledge and respect for their long and complex histories. Not only do we need to understand the history of ancient literature, politics and issues, but the historical context behind them. The context and life of the author behind any piece of work will inevitably shape the work itself, and only by studying history can we learn of those influences and start to see how they have shaped a particular work, which can influence our views of it. By studying Ancient Civilizations, the context for ancient written works is revealed. This helps us better understand the how and why of various documented issues in the ancient world, bolstering our understanding of modern issues. [7:  McDaniel, 2018]  [8:  McDaniel, 2018] 

the ancient world is not only studied in order to better understand society or the bigger issues of the world, but also to better understand ourselves and our own identities. The first scholars, libraries and museums date back to ancient Greece, building the foundation for academia as well as the framework of what we call the humanities. To be a historian is to emulate the scholars of all eras, whether they be from ancient Greece, medieval times or modern. To study ancient civilizations is to study the roots of academia, of debate and of human conversation and connection, to study the first written works and ponder their origins and purposes in a way that is not done with modern literature. The big question of ‘why?’ is not asked often enough about modern literature or culture outside of academia, but is constantly asked about all aspects of the ancient world. This question brings people together and encourages investigation not only of others but oneself as well, leading to further questions and leading into the territory of philosophy and ethics. These questions are important and by enveloping oneself in a discipline that constantly asks them, one gains a much deeper understanding of many aspects of life even outside of their discipline of study or the field of humanities as a whole. The very nature of the humanities is to keep asking and keep investigating the same subject matter from as many different and comparative angles as possible, and the study of the ancient world has been around for as long as ancient civilizations have existed, forever generating more and more unique angles through with to investigate it as our understanding of life, humanity and culture, among many other things, develops.
Ancient Civilizations is an intrinsic part of the humanities, but serves a larger purpose of being an integral foundation to understanding not only the ancient but the modern world we inhabit. The study of the ancient world has links to sociology, politics, culture, philosophy and literature, and provides a framework for understanding the environment from which all of these subjects originated. Understanding its place in the humanities is inly one step towards understanding its importance and direction of study. Ancient civilizations not only helps us understand the environment from which the humanities originated, but also our own sense of identity as historians, academics and most importantly, as people. 
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