[bookmark: _GoBack]Corruption has long been a problem within Police Forces across the globe, including those in England and Wales. Corruption has been defined as “the abuse of entrusted power for private gain” (Transparency International, 2020). In the period 2021 to 2022 there were a total of 75,020 complains made about police officers to police forces across England and Wales with a total of 120,690 allegations made (Independent Office for Police Conduct, 2022). There are numbers of ways in which a police officer can commit an act of corruption, these include but are not limited to; extortion, bribery, drug related offences, receiving stolen goods, sexual abuse and selling sensitive information.

Extortion is defined as “the act of getting something, especially money, by force or threats” (Cambridge Dictionary, 2023) and is an offence under section 21 of the Theft Act 1968 (Theft Act 1968). An example of a case of extortion in the police force is the case of PC Mesut Karakas. Karakas plotted to take a bank manager hostage with the aim of extorting £100,000 from him as part of a gang, additionally, Karakas also committed an assault with another member of this gang and used a police computer to print a report of the offence as sent it to the gang member as part of a plot to convince the victim to drop the case through bribery (Dodd, 2010).

[bookmark: _Int_M3Pmc2vZ][bookmark: _Int_eqCyp1jh]Bribery is an offence under the Bribery Act 2010: “A person is guilty of an offence if they offer, promise or give an advantage, directly or indirectly, to another person, intending that a person is rewarded for, or induced to, perform a relevant function or activity improperly” (Bribery Act 2010). Bribery in the police force usually involves a police officer being paid to turn a blind eye to an offence which they are responsible for accounting for, for an example, an officer receives a sum of money to ignore a speeding offence committed by a motorist that they have apprehended. Additionally, officers can be paid to sabotage cases in exchange for money, this is known as “the fix” (Her Majesty’s inspectorate of Constabulary, 2015). An example of a case such as this is the case of Elmore Davies. Davies was a well respected detective chief inspector in Merseyside and conspired to sabotage a case against attempted murderer Phillip Glennon Jr, who was friends with a high profile drug dealer (Crime Investigation, 2023).

[bookmark: _Int_tjTHHi0Q]As police officers come across items of value during their duties, they are able to take advantage of their police powers and keep these goods for themselves. This is known as “kickbacks” (Her Majesty’s inspectorate of Constabulary, 2015), additionally, officers can abuse their powers of arrest and take items of values from individuals under arrest, this is known as “opportunistic theft” (Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary, 2015). 

[bookmark: _Int_9rJf4n5Q]Police officers can also abuse the use of the powers available to commit sexual abuse; a case investigated by the Independent Police Complains Commission involves the case of a vulnerable woman who was known to be vulnerable to her community and in extension the police force in the area, the woman made contact with the police in connection to sucidial feelings while intoxicated, this situation was taken advantage of the police officer responding to her call and raped her (Independent Police Complaints Commission, 2012). Another notable case of sexual abuse in the police in England and Wales is that of David Carrick who committed 48 rapes against 12 different women while serving as a police officer in the metropolitan police force, taking advantage of his position of a police officer to carry out these offences (Dodd and Sinmaz, 2023). 

Lastly, another act of corruption within the police force is the selling of information, otherwise known as “tip offs” (Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary, 2015). An example of a case of this is the case of Stephen Clooney, a police officer who sold information to those involved in serious organised crime, helping them to evade justice (Merseyside Police, 2020). Stephen Clooney was previously a well decorated officer as he was serving during the 7/7 attacks in 2005, but had since fallen into debt (Crime Investigation, 2023). 

[bookmark: _Int_lGKjKeEZ][bookmark: _Int_VCP7xjlO]Complaints regarding police officers are handled by the Independent Office for Police Conduct who then decide if an investigation is needed (Independent Office for Police Conduct, 2020). This ensures that the investigative process is not affected by bias, as this in itself can lead to further corruption. An example of an investigation into police corruption is operation countryman, this was an investigation into corruption in the Metropolitan police force which was conducted between 1978 to 1982, the investigation concerned 84 officers in the Metropolitan police force and 29 from the City of London Police; the operation only led to 2 successful prosecutions (Campbell and Evans, 2018). Investigations into police corruption have come at a great expense to British taxpayers (Police Federation, 2021). 

The recent cases of police corruption has led to the reputation of the Metropolitan Police Force being at “an all-time low” (Colbran, 2022) and the Metropolitan Police Force’s approach to corruption has been described as “not fit for purpose” (Her Majesty’s inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire & Rescue Services, 2022). 

[bookmark: _Int_mZj1JQFF][bookmark: _Int_djkjgdbK]One of the main ways in which corruption in the police force in England and Wales can be rooted out is through improvements to the vetting process. The recent report into the vetting process the Casey report, found that hundreds of corrupt officers remain in the Metropolitan Police Force as a result of failings in the vetting process (Dodd, 2022). Mark Rowley, the commissioner for the Metropolitan Police has stated that “hundreds” of officers will be struck off as a result of changes to the vetting process (Young, 2023). 
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