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[bookmark: _GoBack]Task 2 - In what ways can touring theatre affect its audience in terms of addressing social, political and cultural issues? Base your response on your specific piece of theatre you are creating.

In this essay I am going to look at how a touring theatre can affect its audience in terms of addressing social, political and cultural issues, whilst looking at this I shall be discussing the play I am working on, which has no name but is about plastic pollution. 

Before I begin to talk about the play I am working on, I would like to discuss theatre in general. A powerful play will leave its audience with a series of emotions, some will be laughing, others will be crying. Some will go away from the theatre feeling thoughtful and wanting to make a change.  Some plays are just stories, but others have a meaning and a message that they want to portray to their audience. 

A touring theatre company may visit a country where an issue or issues raised in their play is a taboo subject, for example, pollution is a pretty hard-hitting subject because it affects every one of us across the globe, whether you consider yourself to be as green as the grass, you may be contributing to polluting the planet in other ways. The government are now noticing what an impact plastic is making on the environment. Wildlife is suffering due to the amount of plastic polluting our waterways. Not to mention the beauty of our riversides and beaches. People do not like seeing animals hurt or endangered, if a play focuses on an animal in this particular situation it tends to be taken in rather a dim light, or it might have the audience thinking that something needs to be done to stop the hurt. 
Now to discuss the play that I’m currently working on.  
Pollution is a problem in this world, there are no two ways about that. It might be considered a taboo subject because some places do not think there is a problem. However, there is… plastic is polluting our oceans, rivers and lakes causing animals to suffer because they are becoming entangled in the plastic when they are swimming through..  (A seal caught in pollution from the ocean) 
[image: ]
This world produces 260 million tons of plastic. At least 10% of that (if not more) ends up in the ocean. 
[image: ]
A staggering 70% of the plastic floating on the surface of the sea eventually sinks, this is when sea creatures find it. 

It is hoped that this play has a positive impact on the audiences that come to see it, we need to clean up the oceans and we hope this play encourages people to make a small contribution to that.  This play is targeted at 10 years old children. They are learning about the environment in schools and hopefully they will contribute to recycling a little more after seeing this play.  Children have an incredible love towards animals at that age, if they thought that they were being harmed by what humans are doing they will naturally want to stop us harming them anymore. 
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